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The focus of the present study is to find out how economic sanctions are discussed in two
popular economic journals. This is done by examining the discursive de/legitimation
strategies and discourses in the chosen Finnish and Russian journals using critical discourse
analysis. CDA examines how discourse structures enact, confirm, legitimate, reproduce or
challenge relations of power and dominance in society. (van Dijk 2001, 353.)

The present study is driven to answer the following research question - what strategies were
used in the legitimation of the economic sanctions imposed on Russia in the chosen news
media articles? The results will eventually reveal the two stories on the legitimation process of
the sanctions against Russia, from Finnish and Russian perspectives. The research data consists
of articles which were published in Finnish Talouseldma and Russian Kommersant between
March 2014 and March 2015. Legitimation is considered being the process by which speakers
recognize a type of positive, beneficial social behavior in a specific situation. (Vaara & Tienari
2008; Vaara 2009; van Dijk 1998; Van Leeuwen & Wodak 1999; Reyes 2011, 782.) Vaara and
Monin explain that delegitimation in turn means establishing a sense of negative, morally
intolerable action. (Vaara & Monin 2010, 6.) This master’s thesis consists of four main parts
which are theoretical framework, methodology, research findings and then discussion.

The results of the critical discourse analysis show that Finnish discourse highlights the rational
reasoning of sanctions harming the economy but however along the European Union Finland
imposes sanctions, after all the annexation of Crimea is against the international principles of
integrity of a sovereign state. The Russian discourse emphasizes the fact how economic
sanctions will not affect the foreign policy of Russia, actually many quotes show that some
authorities explain Russia to become stronger due to imposed sanctions which will make
Russia to activate in domestic food producing industries.
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Tiivistelma - Abstract

Téaméan pro gradu -tutkielman padméaarand on selvittdd, miten talouspakotteita késitellddn Suomen ja
Venijan suosituissa talouslehdissa. Tutkimusaineisto koostuu suomalaisen Talouseldmai ja venildisen
Kommersant -talouslehtien artikkeleista, jotka on julkaistu ajalla maaliskuu 2014 - maaliskuu 2015.
Tassa pro gradu -tutkielmassa vastataan tutkimuskysymykseen —mitd  diskursiivisia
de/legitimaatiostrategioita on kaytetty Vendjdn vastaisten talouspakotteiden legitimaatiossa valituissa
talouslehtien artikkeleissa? Tutkimussuuntauksena kadytan kriittistda diskurssianalyysid, joka tutkii,
miten diskurssirakenteet vahvistavat, oikeuttavat, toistavat tai haastavat valtasuhteita yhteiskunnassa.
(van Dijk 2001, 353.) Vendjdn talouspakotekeskustelu on aiheena ajankohtainen, silld Vendjan vastaisten
talouspakotteiden vaikutus ndkyy vieldkin kansainvilisesséd kaupassa ja yhteistyossa.

Pro gradu koostuu neljastd keskeisestd osasta, joista ensimmdinen on teoreettinen viitekehys, jota
seuraa tyon toinen osa, metodikappale, sen jdlkeen analyysin tulokset sekd paatantdkappale. Tulokset
paljastavat kaksi tarinaa legitimaatioprosessista Vendjan vastaisista talouspakotteista suomalaisesta ja
vendldisestd ndkokulmasta. Legitimaation ajatellaan olevan prosessi, jossa puhujat tunnistavat
positiivista, hyodyllistd ja sosiaalista kdyttaytymista tietyssd tilanteessa. (Vaara & Tienari 2008; Vaara
2009; van Dijk 1998; Van Leeuwen & Wodak 1999; Reyes 2011, 782.) Vaaran ja Moninin (2010, 6)
mukaan delegitimaatio sen sijaan tarkoittaa negatiivisen, moraalisesti tai muuten epédsopivan
toiminnan tunnistamista ja kasittelyd. Kriittisen diskurssianalyysin tulokset osoittavat, ettd
suomalainen diskurssi keskittyy rationaaliseen ajatteluun ja talouspakotteiden vaikutukseen talouteen.
Suomen on oltava Euroopan Unionin mukana yhteiselld pakoterintamalla, silldi Krimin liittiminen
Vendjdan rikkoo kansainvilisid oikeuksia valtion koskemattomuudesta. Venildisessi Kommersant-
lehden diskurssissa sen sijaan esiintyy, kuinka talouspakotteet eivit vaikuta Vendjan ulkopolitiikkaan.
Monet artikkeleista poimitut sitaatit osoittavat, ettd Vendjdn viranomaiset selittdvat pakotteiden
positiivista vaikutusta Vendjan talouteen. Tamdn pro gradu -tutkielman tulokset auttavat
ymmaéirtdimddn Vendjan vastaisia pakotteita ja niiden vaikutusta laajemmin diskursseihin ja
kansainvilisen kaupankdynnin onnistumiseen, silld aihe on vieldkin suhteellisen tuore, eikd
aikaisempia tutkimuksia juuri suomalaisesta ja venaldisestd ndkokulmasta ole vield julkaistu.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Politics and governmental regulations have an impacinternational business and international
relations, (Meyer & Jensen 2004, 122) and for eXxangzonomic sanctions are a method of
political diplomacy showing a powerful message. stausind Ukraine have a long history together
(see for instanckuukkanen 2001 & 200%Kaakkurinniemi 2012), however the unresolved situmt

in Ukraine has intensified tensions between themid@la & Vihavainen 2014). What happened at
Independence Square in Kiev 2013 had far-reachifigcte on international business and

international relations. After the annexation ofn@a the European Union, the United States and
other countries began the imposition of economncsans on Russia, which are the main focus of
the present study.

The phenomenon of sanctions against Russia igestieg because this is the first time that
the United States and the European Union have ietb@tonomic sanctions on the Russian
Federation. The topic is still quite new which medhere is little earlier research done on the
legitimation of the economic sanctions against Rugs the Finnish-Russian context. Thus, the
present study will provide new information from anish and Russian perspective on how the
sanctions against Russia are legitimized in busines/s media.

The focus of the present study is to find out lemenomic sanctions are seen and discussed
in the popular economic journals in the sender tguend in the country that is imposed sanctions
on. This is done, in particularly, by examining tdescursive de/legitimation strategies and
discourses in the chosen journals. The presenty studriven to answer the following research
guestion — what strategies were used in the legiton of the economic sanctions imposed on
Russiain the chosen news media articles? The resultsewédhtually reveal the two stories on the
legitimation process of the sanctions against Ry$gm Finnish and Russian perspectives on the

globally recognized phenomenon.



The present study is conducted by adopting crititetourse analysis (later on: CDA&ccording

to van Dijk, CDA often focuses on social problems and politicesues. It is usually
multidisciplinary trying to explain discourse sttuies in the light of social interaction and social
structure. CDA examines how discourse structureactenconfirm, legitimate, reproduce or
challenge relations of power and dominance in $pc{gan Dijk 2001, 353; van Dijk 1995, 17.)

Legitimation is considered being the process biclwispeakers recognize a type of positive,
beneficial, ethical or necessary social behavia gpecific situation. (Vaara & Tienari 2008; Vaara
2009; van Dijk 1998; Van Leeuwen & Wodak 1999; Rey®11, 782.) ‘Legitimation’ refers to
making something legal or legalized (in Latin ‘kgius’). In this respect, legitimation is a
justification of a mental or physical behavior. f)lge 2011, 782.) Vaara and Monin explain that
delegitimation in turn means establishing a serfseegative, morally or otherwise intolerable
action or overall state of affairs. However, lagition and delegitimation are not always
symmetrical processes. (Vaara & Monin 2010, 6;R@o and van Dijk 1997, van Leeuwen and
Wodak 1999; Siltaoja, M. E. & Vehkapera, M. J. 20493.)

This master's thesis consists of four main parteiclw are theoretical framework,
methodology, research findings and then discusskorst, the theoretical framework chapter
introduces the key concepts of institutional chamggitimacy and (de)legitimation strategies. After
that a brief introduction to economic sanctions aistory of Russia and Ukraine are presented.
Second, the methodology chapter outlines the mamcepts and disciplines of the discourse
studies. The methodology chapter is followed by ghmesentation of research findings which
explains the results of the analysis on how sanstagainst Russia are legitimized in business news
media. Furthermore the empiric part briefly revdals results of thematic and textual analysis on
Finnish journal Talouselama to have a deeper utadeisg on the data. Lastly there is discussion

chapter to sum up the main topics of the preseialyst



2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

It is not always easy for organizations to perfamma new situation and establish a new way of
activity especially when there are no other presiexsamples to show the way how to act (Suchman
1995, 586). This relates to the situation when detefy new sanctions against Russia were first
introduced. To understand the media discussionse@nomic sanctions it is important to
distinguish some basic information on institutiomflange. The following chapters explain the
concept of institutional change and also the elésmaevhich are part of the creation of new

organizational forms.

2.1 Institutions

Institutions are the humanly devised rules thatpshateraction and structure incentives in
economic, social or political human exchange (Noft®90, 3).They are seen as legitimate by
social actors and therefore unexpected eventsrdra@rsial actions can cause ‘legitimacy crises’
where earlier conceptions of taken-for-grantediaesshallenged. (Vaara 2014, 502.) Maguire &
Hardy define institutions as historical layers akppractices and considerations creating condition
on action through the way in which they obtain #tatus of taken for granted facts which will
shape future interactions and discussions (2009).

Institutionalized practices consist of normatigegnitive and regulative elements, also known
as pillars, providing stability and meaning to sbdife through which legitimacy is established.
The normative pillar influences behavior by defmiwhat is appropriate or expected in a given
social situation. It consists of values and normmgt toroduce conformity as a result of social
expectations and moral obligations. The cognitiMampis based on shared conceptions establishing

the nature of social reality and defining the doaninconvention. Perceptions with so called taken-



for-granted status are legitimaf€he regulative pillar refers to the authority ofrteen actors to
formally constrain actors’ behavior. It involvegtbastablished rules and laws which ensure stability
and order in societies. Organizations have to cpmjith the stated requirements of the regulatory
system in order to be legitimat@dhese three institutional pillars help to reprodmhavior;
institutionalized practices may be held in placeohg dominant pillar or by all three, however one

or more of these pillars can collapse making deuiginalization more likely to happen.

2.2 Institutional change

Institutional change shapes the way societies evalver time and therefore is the key to
understanding historical change (North 1990, 3)ydek Jensen explain how the pace of reform
depends on each country’s economic and institutitegacies. Some countries were among the
developed economies before World War 1l while atharent directly from a feudal or early
capitalist system to a socialist system. Theséndistultural and systematic legacies affect infarm
institutions such as norms and values in thesetaean(Meyer & Jensen 2004, 122.)

Institutional theory attends to the deeper aspefctocial structure considering the processes
by which structures, including rules, norms andtirms become established as authoritative
guidelines for social behavior. It has an impacthon these elements are created, adopted, and
adapted and how they decline and later becomeaisi$e roots of institutional theory lay in the
formative years of the social sciences, for exansplee K. Marx and M. Weber. (Scott 2004, 2).

Suddaby and Greenwood (2005) enlighten there lanrege tmain elements developed by
institutional theory to explain how new organizaab forms emerge. The first element is
legitimacy, which plays a critical role in institomal change when new organizational forms are
about to emerge. Suchman explains that legitimacyiastitutionalization are synonymous which
empowers organizations by making them seem naaum@limeaningful. (Suchman 1995, 575-576,
578.) The second element shothiat institutional change links to dramatic shiftsinstitutional
logics that reinforce actors’ frameworks for reasma belief.Suddaby and Greenwood clarify that
“Institutional change is the result of shifts irethnderlying logic by which legitimacy is assessed.
(Suddaby & Greenwood 2005, 36.) The strategicofigersuasive language — rhetoric — is the third
element, which helps achieving the shifts in dominastitutional logic. These rhetorical strategies
legitimate or resist a new form creation by buitdieither similarity or non-similarity among the
aspects of the innovation, dominant institutiorai¢s and creating motivations and patterns for
institutional change. (Suddaby & Greenwood 2005,38, 39-41.) These three elements —



legitimacy, shift in institutional logics and rheito provide the optimal settings of new forms in

which language is used to achieve shifts in logithiw organizational fields. These above

mentioned modify the criteria which are used toeassthe legitimacy of organizational forms,

allowing new forms to arise and survive. (Suddabg&enwood 2005.) Furthermore, theories in
the organizations literature remind how legitimadfects the organizational survival and success.
(Johnson, Dowd, Ridgeway 2006, 2).

A profound change, such as the establishmentr@vaorganizational form, is therefore the
product of continued symbolic work where actors starct “legitimating accounts” linking
innovations to cultural views. Consequently newaniigational forms are the continuing result of
negotiations and contests over which logic, and the criteria by which organizational legitimacy
is assessed will dominate. (Suddaby & Greenwood 2P{B.) The next chapters illustrate more the

important aspects in institutional change whichlegi&imacy and legitimation strategies.

2.3 Legitimacy

Legitimacy is a key topic in organizational institunalism, however earlier definitions of
organizational legitimacy have been vague and arigw distinct social science disciplines focused
rather on studying the theory of legitimacy thastitey it empirically. Furthermore, case studies in
newer legitimacy related literature mostly concerménether legitimacy was gained or lost not as
much studying legitimacy as variable. (Deephous8uthman 2008, 49.) Weber is often credited
for introducing the concept into organizationaldsts. He explained ‘maxims’ or rules together
with social norms and formal laws determine theatiom of legitimacy. (Deephouse & Suchman
2008, 50; Johnson et al. 2006.)

According to Deephouse & Suchman legitimacy hasnbstudied since the 1970s. For
example Dowling & Pfeffer explained in 1975 the njant link between social values of
organizations’ activities and the norms of acceltabehavior in social system structuring
organizational legitimacy. If there is disparitytlween these value systems there might emerge
threat to organizational legitimacy in form of I&gaconomic or other social sanctions. (Dowling &
Pfeffer 1975; Deephouse & Suchman 2008, 49.)

In 1983 Meyer and Scott’'s definition “organizatbregitimacy refers to the degree of
cultural support for an organization — the extemtwthich the selection of established cultural
accounts provide explanations for its existencactioning, and jurisdiction, and lack or deny

alternatives” brought more depth in the discussabregitimacy. Furthermore, the 1995 can be
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considered an important year for the theorizatidnlegitimacy, for example Scott defines
‘Legitimacy is not a commodity to be possessedxmhanged but a condition reflecting cultural
alignment, normative support, or consonance wilevent rules or laws’ (1995, 45) (Deephouse &
Suchman 2008, 50-52.) Furthermore in 1995 Such®adh) (describes legitimacy as follows:

“Legitimacy is a generalized perception or assumption that the actions of an entity are desirable,
proper, or appropriate within some socially constructed system of norms, values, beliefs and

definitions”.

Nowadays legitimacy is a topic of research in oizgtion studies (Deephouse & Suchman 2008,
50) but also in disciplines such as political scegmphilosophy, psychology and sociology (Suddaby
et al. 2015). Vaara & Monin (2010, 5) explain thegitimacy is a fundamental social phenomenon
and justification refers to a rationale given foparticular change. Legitimacy is established in
relation to discourses providing the frames withichtpeople make sense of certain issues and give
sense to them (Vaara & Monin, 2010). These framimgge important implications for the actors
involved. On one hand, the available discourseatlyreonstrain specific actors when making sense
of and giving sense to particular actions. Furth@emparticular discourses allow only certain kinds
of subject positions or warrant voice for particudancerns (e.g., Fairclough, 1992; van Leeuwen &
Wodak, 1999). On the other hand, actors can alspogefully mobilize particular discourses for
their own advantage (e.g., Hardy et al., 2000; Roy@n Dijk, 1997). There is more information on
discourses provided in chapter 3.2.

Organizations are looking for legitimacy for mamgasons, and conclusions about the
importance, difficulty, and effectiveness of legitition efforts depends on the objectives against
which these efforts are measured and comparedStaehfman 1995, 574.) Legitimacy enhances
both the stability and the comprehensibility of amgational activities, and these factors are often
enhancing each other. Suchman adds that legititeacis to be continuous because audiences use
desirable or proper resources to organizationschi@an 1995, 574.) Legitimacy is socially
constructed reflecting congruence between the hetsaof the legitimated entity and the shared
beliefs of some social group. Thus legitimacy neadmllective audience, but not any particular
observer. (Suchman 1995, 573-574.)

According to Johnson et al. even though individualay not always hold the same norms,
values, and beliefs, they might act accordinglytwat is considered appropriate and accepted by
most others. (Johnson et al. 2006, 3.) Furthermamegrganization may differ from individuals’
values but instead have legitimaciherefore if a certain behavioral pattern is sadhave

legitimacy, one declares that some group of obseraecepts what is considered being the
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behavioral pattern. (Suchman 1995, 574.)

Suchman defines three different types of legitiynabich are pragmatic, moral and cognitive
legitimacy. Even though these legitimacies do rmtstitute a strict hierarchy, they reflect two
important fundamental distinctions. These typesluohe a generalized perception that
organizational activities are appropriate withimsosocially constructed system of norms, values,
beliefs and definitions. However, every type lapsdifferent behavioral dynamic. (Suchman 1995,
577-578.) Scholars have also pointed out that ueebed or controversial actions create a particular
need to negotiate and reestablish legitimacy (Sach&®95, 577-579). Furthermore, the types of
legitimacy often reinforce one another however tleymetimes can clash with each other.
(Suchman 1995, 585.)

Pragmatic legitimacy is known for the self-intéegscalculations of an organization’s most
immediate audiences. Often this immediacy involgigsct exchanges between organization and
audience but however, it also can involve broadditipal, economic, or social interdependencies,
in which organizational action can visibly affebetaudience’s well-beindSuchman 1995, 577-
585). Moral legitimacy means that a particular\agti benefits societal welfare and is the right
thing to do as according to the audience’s soc@lystructed value system. Suchman explains how
moral legitimacy reflects a positive normative exion of the organization and its activities.
Moral legitimacy differs from pragmatic legitimaay that it is based on judgments about whether
the activity is as defined by the audience’s stciabnstructed value system. Therefore, moral
legitimacy reflects a pro-social logic and morahcerns generally prove more resistant to self-
interested manipulation than purely pragmatic tdsig(Suchman, 1995, 577-579.)

Cognitive legitimacy involves either affirmativeadking for an organization or mere
acceptance of the organization as necessary oitab&s based on some taken-for-granted cultural
account. Two variants are particularly significdagitimacy based on comprehensibility and taken-
for-grantedness. (Suchman 1995, 582-583.) Theddstssing on comprehensibility in legitimation
portray the social world being chaotic — consedydegitimacy consists of cultural models that
provide reasonable explanations for the organinatiothe presence of such models organizational
activity will be predictable and meaningful howewertheir absence, activity will collapse more
often due to repeated distractions. According t@nafor-granted view institutions can transform
disorder into a set of intersubjective “givens” ttreuppress the possibility of opposition. If
alternatives become unthinkable then challengesrbecimpossible, and the legitimated entity
becomes absolute by construction. (Suchman 1925588.)

Suddaby et al. (2015) explain there are three stype how legitimacy is perceived by

researchers. The first type is “legitimacy-as-progeand in this approach legitimacy is seen as an
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object which can be possessed among firm’s intdagissets acquired from its environment, even
though Scott had defined earlier (1995) that lewatty cannot be possessed. Suddaby et al. describe
that a firm can through adoption of legitimate staues, practices and symbols “gain”, “acquire” or
“buy” legitimacy from its audiences. (Suddaby et24115, 12.)

The second type “legitimacy-as-process” descritheg legitimacy is the product of an
ongoing interactive process of social negotiatibimis involves multiple participants, for example
leaders, followers and stakeholders demonstratgla degree of agency where the elements of
legitimacy are not fixed but rather continuouslyaithanging mode. This approach shares the idea
that legitimation begins from the “ground”, is “lliiover time and at some point the peak is
achieved and legitimacy is established. Furtherpsitslies that see legitimacy as a process usually
prefer using the term “legitimation” than “legitimy. (Suddaby et al. 2015, 12-15.)

The third type is “legitimacy-as-perception” indlag the idea of legitimacy being a form of
socio-cognitive perception or evaluation. Suddallyak (2015) describe thalegitimacy-as
perception is focusing on the role of individuals the process of the social construction of
legitimacy. The individuals perceive organizaticaxsd they are making judgments about their
legitimacy, and acting upon these, eventually pcotly macro-level effects. The research on
legitimacy as perception is having a multi-levepagach not only concerning to what happens at
the individual micro level (cognitions, beliefs ajutlgments) because it recognizes the multilevel
nature of the socio-cognitive process of legitimwygment formation. Furthermore, legitimacy
evaluation is not limited to individual-level pr@ses because it also includes sense-making of
collective actors, developing the concept and wtdading of legitimacy being a cross-level socio-
cognitive process working through the interactidnmalividuals’ cognition and supra-individual
social processes. (Suddaby et al. 2015, 12-13.)

2.3.1 Legitimation

Deephouse & Suchman (2008, 58) explain that “(dgHjimation is the process by which the
legitimacy of a subject changes over time”. Thecpss of legitimation is enacted by providing
arguments explaining our social actions, ideas ecladations linking to a broader cultural
framework of cognitive beliefs about social reality addition, the act of legitimizing or justifygn

is related to a goal, which usually is to get suppad approval — this can be motivated by differen
reasons: to obtain or maintain power, to achiev®@as@cceptance or to reach popularity. Thus,
people often attempt to obtain support or accegtdnycfirst presenting their own proposals as the
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right thing to do, the appropriate way to proce@®leyes 2011, 782; Johnson et al. 2006, 5.)
Legitimation relates to diffusion and institutiorzaition. For example, Johnson et al. (2006)
research developed a four-stage model of legitomationsisting of innovation, local validation,
diffusion, and general validation. Deephouse anch8wan consider the dynamics of legitimation
being similar to those of institutionalization. @mouse & Suchman 2008, 58.)

Suddaby et al. explain there are three key presesslled persuasion, theorization and
identification by which legitimation can occur. §tir many researchers recognize legitimation as a
process of persuasion and influence, collective mmgamaking within through language,
communication and the translation of tedtsis saidthat communication is a key element in the
formation of legitimation; however it is said thae process of meaning-making is planned. These
researchers tend to use the term “rhetoric” ormiiray” rather than “discourse” to emphasize the
high degree of agency in using language purposivefonstruct legitimacy. (Suddaby et al. 2015,
39-31))

The second process is called theorization, whedtrs to the process by which existing norms
and practices are abstracted into generalized @a¢sgallowing them to become taken-for-granted.
It can usefully initiate change when it both delimgates an existing practice and at the same time
offers a solution (i.e. legitimates). (Suddabylef@15, 39-31.) Finally, the third process being
identification/categorization in which organizatsoneed to be at the same time both different with
unique identity and alike with others — these batk driven, and achieved, by processes of
legitimation. Both identity and differentiation ackosely related to assessments of approval of an
organization’s actions by a range of social stalddrs. Organizations rely on similar processes to
be similar and legitimate enough to a recognizeféreace group, while also differentiating
themselves from their competitors. (Suddaby e2@l5, 25-31.)

2.3.2 Deinstitutionalization and delegitimation

Deinstitutionalization refers to the process whgrgireviously institutionalized practices are
abandoned, due to the fact that better options baea found, existing practices have lost their
original meaning, taken-for-grantedness are questicand the pillars have collapsed. (Maguire &
Hardy 2009, 5-7; Kostova & Zaheer 1999, 69.).

It is not easy to change the meanings of exigtisgtutionalized practices, since they stem
from belief systems that are well rooted. A goodragle of deinstitutionalization is a study on how
the book “Silent Spring” by Rachel Carson affectied disuse of commonly used toxic pesticide
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DDT. In the research Maguire and Hardy (2009) aredythe historical delegitimation of DDT in
North America. The results of the analysis show tha cognitive pillar that supported the previous
DDT practices and taken-for-granted facts wereatei&zed and publicly knowing that using DDT
was not safe for the environment the view was nbzead (Maguire & Hardy 2009, 23.) The
normative pillar supporting existing use of DDT teed was undermined because it was
disregarded by the public, individual NGOs and fpoéns. Also environmental politicians began to
author texts which problematized DDT as they sthtterecognize the public “warranted voice”
regarding the pesticides. (Maguire & Hardy 200920927-28.)

It was easier to find studies related to legitiovathan delegitimation. Vaara and Monin have
stated that delegitimation means establishing aesef negative, morally or otherwise intolerable
action or overall state of affairs. According tautkenvirta & Vaara (2009) criticism is an act of
delegitimation. However, legitimation and deleg#imon are not always symmetrical processes.
(Vaara & Monin 2010, 6; via Rojo and van Dijk 199an Leeuwen and Wodak 1999; Siltaoja, M.
E. & Vehkapera, M. J. 2010, 493.) For example, Maet al. (1990) showed in their analysis of
20th century revolutions that the delegitimation tbé status quo and the legitimation of an
alternative regime did not follow the same patternsherefore delegitimation involved more

complex arguments than legitimation. (Vaara & Mo2@10, 6.)

2.3.3 De/legitimation strategies

Discursive legitimation strategies in media contexte been studied by researchers such as Vaara,
Tienari and Laurila (2006). They, for example, sddnewspaper articles on a mill closure using
critical discourse analysis to identify five typekdiscursive legitimation strategies. The authors
note that even though journalists construct théstéhe use of certain legitimating strategies is no
always intentional. Journalists are consideredasskgepers delivering message and they maintain
power by deciding which topic or perspective to ad® however this power should not be
overestimated because journalists are both dependeheir information sources and audiences for
instance what the audience knows and wants to (\aara et al., 2006, 8-9; Suddaby et al. 2015,
29))

A few years later Vaara & Tienari (2008, 990) staldthe Finnish multinational company
Wartsila. Their study called Discursive Perspective on Legitimation Strategiedultinational
Corporationsis outlined to see how discursive strategies aegl o legitimate change. In this sense
the discursive struggle in the Wartsila case wasiathe right of Finnish-based MNCs to engage in
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shutdowns of profitable units. (Vaara & Tienari 80®@90.) Vaara and Monin (2010) focused in
their study A Recursive Perspective on Discursive Legitimato Organizational Action in
Mergers and Acquisition®n the actual legitimation processes. They haditacalr discursive
perspective to find out how discursive strategiasgart of organizational politics and power plays
within merging organizations. Vaara and Monin exaadi a case to distinguish typical risks and
problems in discursive legitimation. They statedttthe recursive model connecting discursive
legitimation and delegitimation strategies to ceterorganizational action makes a more general
contribution to understanding of organizational itietation. (Vaara & Monin 2010, 3-4.)

Vaara also studied discursive legitimation strigegvithin Eurozone crisis (2014, 500) in the
chosen Finnish media texts. Position-based authitwizs include institutionalized authorities and
so called voices of the common man and also knayeldrhsed authorizations which focus on
economic expertise, rationalizations focusing ooneenic arguments, in addition moral evaluation
based on unfairness used especially for delegitmat

A CDA can be used for examining the specific walys/hich legitimation is present and this
is conceptualized as “legitimation strategies” nmegnways of mobilizing specific discursive
resources to create a sense of legitimacy or tilkegcy (Vaara & Tienari via Fairclough, 2003, 98-
100; van Dijk 1998, 255-262). In many cases discerstrategies are planned and used in a
conscious way, for example business news are dieairsed by specific conventions regarding what
can or should be said and how it should be sagd, (Eairclough, 2003). These conventions greatly
affect the use of particular legitimation strategie a given setting. Thus CDA can be also used for
examining the more subtle ways in which specifiscdisive functions and practices are used to
establish or resist legitimacy in a particular t€¥taara & Tienari 2008, 987.)

Researchers such as van Leeuwen and Wodak (1099.0B) have presented four general
types of semantic-functional strategy — that isysva which language functions and is used for the
construction of legitimacy. The following chaptemesent the strategies, which are authorization,
moralization, narrativization (also known as mytbegis) and rationalization.

Authorization is a legitimation strategy that efarence to the authority of tradition, custom,
law or institutional authority, and it usually arene to a question “why it is so”, for example
“according to the Prime Minister”, which is persbrauthorization. In addition there is an
impersonal authorization strategy such as “the law"the regulations” (Fairclough 2003, 9&n
Leeuwen & Wodak 1999, 104-105; Vaara & Tienari 2008988.) Moralization strategy instead
concerns moral justification and evaluation by refee to value systems providing the moral basis
for legitimation. (Fairclough 2003, 98; Vaara & mai 2008, 6, 988.)Another strategy

mythopoesis— also known as narrativization — is legitimaticsrreed through narratives telling
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stories or constructing narrative structures taciaid how the issue in question relates to the grast
the future.(Vaara & Tienari 2008 6, 988; van Leeuwen & Wod&09, 110.)Rationalization is
another legitimation strategy that stresses utdityhe social practice and institutionalized agctio
but also the knowledge society has constructeddaigie them with cognitive validity and common
sense. (Van Leeuwen & Wodak 1999, 105-106; Faigiae003, 98; Vaara & Tienari 2008.) Each
of four general types of semantic-functional sggtencludes a number of subtypes, the relevance
of which naturally depends on the setting in questLegitimation strategies however are usually
intertwined and several strategies are often thetmtiective forms in specific texts. (Vaara &
Tienari 2008 6, 988.) The next chapter introduaamemic sanctions and different types of them.

Furthermore the economic sanctions and measuressadmn Russia are briefly explained.

2.4 Economic sanctions

Hufbauer describes that economic sanctions hava bsed as a part of diplomacy already in
ancient Greece; however there is better documentath economic sanctions since the First World
War (2007, 9-10). International economic sanctiseem to be a common feature in political
interactions between states, for example The Uriiiadles has often imposed economic sanctions
after World War 1l (Caruso 2003, 2-4) and Hufbaugves examples of US foreign policy
developments that are justifications for sanctiand these are human rights abuses, international
terrorism, antinarcotics efforts and nuclear peshtion (Hufbauer 2007, 4). Since the early 90s
sanctions have become a common instrument of theedUMNations Security Council as well.
Sanctions have not been imposed on Russia befoiedtead The United States imposed embargo
on Soviet Union after the Second World War and aler the invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
(Caruso 2003, 2-4; Schaefer 1997; EncyclopediaefNew American Nation.)

Economic sanctions are a governmentally set wathdsf trade on countries’ commerce with
foreign states, firms, or individuals to force aanbe in their behavior (Early 2015, 5), a part of
international diplomacy (Hufbauer 2007, 3-5) withaging military force. They tend to be used in
response to objectionable foreign behaviors thaiiire a more assertive response than diplomacy
alone but in which the use of military force is esnlable (Early, 2015, 5.) It is also an indicator
that the sender country is interested in makingrfating actions to the decision making of another
country. Hufbauer also states that usually the eeafisanctions is a larger nation that is taking a
active participation on foreign policy of anothesuatry (2007, 5). Economic sanctions can be

unilateral meaning that they are imposed by onatrgwor multilateral when several countries are
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imposing on many other countries economic sanctigtsssein & Askari 2003, 31.)

Sanctions can be defined as actions introduce@r®y or more international actors “the
senders” against others “the receivers” with eithheboth of two purposes in mind: to punish the
receivers by diminishing some value from them andéomake the receiver obey with certain
norms which the senders consider important. (Gglig67, 379.) The third-party states comprising
the rest of the countries in the world. Sanctiongfiprts succeed when their targets surrender to
their senders’ accompanying demands, and theywh#&n senders lift the sanctions without
fulfilling their objectives. (Early, 2015, 18.) Trdi-party states can support the senders’ sanctjonin
efforts, offer sanctions-busting support to targates, or respond neutrally. Even third-partyestat
with no preferences as to the sanctions’ outcomebeaaffected by the sanctions’ spillover effects
or be drawn into the dispute by sender and targe¢rmments seeking their support. In theory, the
varying ways in which sanctions affect third-pastates and how the states respond to them can
meaningfully influence the outcome of sanctionsiargnts. (Early, 2015, 18.)

Scholars typically differentiate between negativel positive sanctions. Negative sanctions
are imposed in order to cause an economic damagg@sitive sanctions are meant to foster
cooperation among some countries. Usually econaamctions are negative. (Caruso 2003, 2-4.)

Effectiveness of international negative sanctiaas commonly studied; however, the
effectiveness of sanctions as an instrument ofgarpolicy is still uncertain. It is often thougthiat
welfare losses of the target countries will have edfect in the behavior of the government.
Boycotts and embargoes, for example, should withdhee target country of some of the gains of
trade and hence lower welfare. However, the seodentry could also be negatively affected by
imposing sanctions such as commercial and finaficlkehges with target country agents could be
threatened, suspended or blocked. (Caruso 2003 Hedhauer 2007, 9.) According to Hufbauer,
the economic sanctions might be inadequate in thitirence, since the task might be too large for
them or the cooperation between other nationsoisvieak (2007, 7).

Early (2015) explains that economic sanctions’atieg effects are not exclusively limited to
their senders and targets but spill over to invatleer countries as well. For example, economic
sanctions often prove disruptive to their targétgiader network of trade relationships with third-
party states. As an unintended consequence, sasaten thus do a great deal of harm to their
targets’ trading partners. (Early, 2015, 8.) By mmaging the development of illicit trade and
smuggling networks, sanctions can also empowemargd criminal enterprises within sanctioned
states and their neighbors. Yet economic sanctass create profitable opportunities for some
third-party states to profit from exploiting thenséions imposed against target states. (Early, 2015
8.)
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Economic sanctions on Russia

March 2014 July 2014 August 2014

Crimea => sanctions Plane crash => stricter sanctions Counter-sanctions from Russia

The first round of sanctions in March 2014 included example imposition on the President
Putin’s close circle of oligarchs. These sanctiainsady possibly decreased trust of households and
companies. (Berg-Andersson & Kotilainen 2016.) Aftee Malaysia Airlines airplane was shot
down in July 2014 the European Union imposed amathend of sanctions on Russia in response
to Russian policy towards Ukraine. These measuagget oil exploration, military assistance,
sensitive advanced technology and state-owned béBksg-Andersson & Kotilainen 2016; Jones
& Whitworth 2014.)There are various means of ecoaanctions such as tariffs, embargo, travel
bans and freezing assets. The next chapter intesdilne sanctions imposed on Russia which are
defined in Finnish Foreign Ministry’s website onp&amber 24th 2014 (in English and in Finnish).
The Finnish Foreign Ministry informed that the Eoean Union has expanded the restrictive
measures adopted in response to Russia’s actiodkraine. The expansions concern the sectors
already subject to restrictions, i.e. defense natedual use goods, capital markets, and oil
production and exploration. In addition, new pessdrave been added to the list subject to

restrictive measures. All of the new measures edtito force on September12014.

1. Restrictions concerning capital markets

The Regulation that entered into force at the begm of August prohibits participation in the
medium-term and long-terfimancing of certain Russian financial institutions Now the ban also
includes certain Russian companies operating irddfense industry or in the oil businessThe
prohibition also encompasses the subsidiaries ttatcompanies listed in the Annexes have
established outside the EU Member States, as wetha entities working on behalf of these
companies. In addition, the restrictions were edéehso that the prohibition now applies to
financial instruments with a maturity exceeding &fys instead of the previous 90 days. The
prohibition applies to instruments issued after the Regulationentered into force The
prohibition also covers new loans and credits witmaturity exceeding 30 days. The prohibition

does not include loans that are used to finanad Egorts or imports. (Finnish Foreign Ministry)

2. Export restrictions on dual use products
In the beginning of August, the exportscafal use goods and technologio Russia or for use in
Russia were prohibited if these products can bendaed formilitary use or for a military end



19

user. The export restrictions were now expandethd¢tude certain companies that manufacture
products for both civilian and military use. Theoyision of financing and technical assistance
related to such transactions and products is atdalpted. (Finnish Foreign Ministry)

3. Export restrictions pertaining to oil exploration and production

The export of certain products for deegmter oil exploration and production, Arctic oil
exploration and production, or shale oil projectfRussia was banned in early August. The export
ban has now been expanded to cover certain sersiggs as drilling, well testing, logging and
completion services, and supply of specializedtithgavessels if they are intended for deep water
oil exploration and production, Arctic oil exploi@t and production, or shale oil projects in Russia

(Finnish Foreign Ministry)

4. Prohibition to export and import defense material
The prohibition was adjusted by adding an expteference to insurance and reinsurance related to

such products. (Finnish Foreign Ministry)

5. Restrictive measures aimed at persons and companies

The Council has added new persons to the listsificive measures owing to actions threatening
or weakening the territorial integrity, sovereigraigd independence of Ukraine. (Finnish Foreign
Ministry)

The Effect of Sanctions on Finnish Exports to Rusai

Finland’'s merchandise exports to Russia have desedeby 44 % between 2012 and 2015. Main
part of this is because of the downfall of themites and depreciation of the Russian Ruble. Both
of these factors have weakened the purchasing poivdtussian enterprises and households,
especially what comes to foreign goods and servitas trend continues due to the sanctions
imposed after the Ukrainian crisis. The sanctiompased by the EU on Russia have had a
relatively small effect on Finnish exports to Rassiafter all the share of the sanctioned product
groups was small before the crisis, only a haldqder cent. The counter-sanctions which Russia
imposed on 7 of August 2014 instead imposed by Russia on fogbs of the EU countries (the
countries which imposed sanctions first on Rudseae had a larger negative impact on the Finnish
exports to Russia. The share of the sanctioneduptogtoups was about 5 % of Finnish goods
exports to Russia. These sanctions have had adevable negative effect on the exports and

profitability of the dairy, meat and agriculturalumstries. (Berg-Andersson & Kotilainen 2016.)
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2.5 Participants of the economic sanctions

The legacy of the tsarist Empire and the Soviebdrs one of the crucial factors for understanding
Russian—Ukrainian relations. Kappeler (2014) st#taes “Russia regards Ukraine as a part of its
own strategic orbit, while many Ukrainians wantib@rate themselves from the Russian hegemony
and advocate a closer cooperation with the Europ#aan”. (Kappeler, 2014; Luukkanen 2015,
121.) In order to understand the background ofcties which drove the European Union and the
United States to impose sanctions on Russia, sterliof Russia and Ukraine is briefly introduced

to see how they once were intertwined and thenratgzh

2.5.1 The history of Russia

Kievan Rus since 900 century

It has been said that the state entity called KieRas, center of which was Kiev, emerged in the
late 900" century (Remy 2015, 11) due to Norsemen tryingjrtd silver in Northern Russia and
then in southern Kiev. The rivers in Russia helfedndinavians to do trading between north and
south with commodities such as fur, beeswax ancgeyowhich could be later traded with the
Arabic for silver. (Luukkanen 2009a, 52,80; Luuk&an2009b, 35; Vihavainen & Ketola 2015.)
Current studies have showed according to Luukkdhanthe word ’'rus’ could be rooted with the
Finnish words ’ruotsalainen/Ruotsi’ (Swedish / Sese] name of a place Roslagen/Roden and also
word ‘rodh’ or ‘rodhz’ which is interpreted as ravg a boat. (Luukkanen 2009a, 53-54; Vihavainen
& Ketola 2015.)

This chapter presents two rulers that have hagbatantial influence on the development of
Kievan Rus. First, a Viking chief of Scandinaviaeritege called Rurik was the founder of the
dynasty which ruled Kievan Rus and his family beedagitimate leader in the area surrounded by
Slavic and Finno-Ugric tribes. Second, Vladimir tBeeat’'s adoption of Christianity as a main
religion in 988 later improved the sense of unitykievan Rus area (Remy 2015, 11). After the
ruler of Kievan Rus had died there were conflicierowho should be ruling Kievan Rus.
(Luukkanen 2009a, 75; 80-81; Vihavainen & Ketold 20

Mongol invasion period and the Grand Duchy oMoscow since 18 century

Kievan Rus area was invaded by Mongols which lastest 200 years (1236-1480s). Heavy taxes

were collected and central ruling system was intced, also international relations towards some
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western countries were weakened but instead Russiire was influenced by eastern ancient
cultures in politics, handicraft and architectufleuukkanen 2009a, 82-89; Vihavainen & Ketola
2015; Remy 2015, 12.) After warfare in 1389 and5L8% Golden Horde, Mongolian nomadic
tribal confederation was defeated and Moscow stbjaging taxes to Mongols. Ivan thé &tarted
gradually conquering surrounding territories (serafirincipalities). Learnt from the Mongol period
the central ruling system was highly present, tloeeceverybody had to obey Moscow’s orders in
Grand Duchy of Moscow. (Luukkanen 2009a, 91-93.)

Imperial Russia since 17 century

In the early 17 century, a new Romanov Dynasty continued thiscyatif expansion and began
significant reforms in the society, for exampldhe army and Orthodox Church. Especially the tsar
Peter the Great (born in 1672 — died in 1725) wiozlpimed the Russian Empire was interested in
modernizing Russian institutions and Russian celtby western European professionals on
different areas, such as architecture and shipbgildLuukkanen 2009a, 116-119; 171-172; CIA
The World Factbook; Kaakkurinniemi, 2012; Vihavain& Ketola 2015; Vihavainen 2014.)
Russian society had gone through some serious ebasigce 1861 when the Emancipation
Manifesto signed by Alexander Il ended serfdom, éasv the reform could not offer better
economic welfare for peasants by not giving enolagid for them. (Luukkanen 2009a, 116-119;
171-172; CIA The World Factbook; Kaakkurinniemi,120)

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics since 2@entury

The conflict between the people and the governrhegan in St. Petersburg in January 1905 when
a peaceful demonstration was stopped with violebhgethe government’s troops — which
contributed to the Revolution of 1905. Rioting atdkes continued and in order to stop them State
Duma, multiparty system and the constitution catleel October Manifesto were formed in 1905-
1906. (Luukkanen 2004, 35-36; Remy 2015, 121-182Wwever the discomfort of the current state
had already risen. Several defeats by the Russmap during World War | and the food shortage
led to widespread riots and strikes, which ledhi® takeover in 1917 of the imperial ruling by the
provisional government. This is called the FebruRevolution. However after a few months
Bolsheviks took over in November 1917 which is knoas the October Revolution. (Luukkanen
2009a, 179-181; 193-194; Luukkanen 2004, 82-87; Che World Factbook; Vihavainen &
Ketola 2015.) The communists under Vladimir Lengized power and formed the Soviet Union,
the USSR in 1922 (Kaakkurinniemi 2012) which ended over 300 years of ruling by the
Romanov dynasty. (Luukkanen 2009a, 190; Luukkar®$ 2156; Vihavainen & Ketola 2015.)
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V. I. Lenin died in 1924 and a few years laterdaling ruler Joseph Stalin (1928-53) mobilized in
1928-1932 forced collectivization which was intedder making Russia industrialized to compete
with the western countries. (Luukkanen 2004, 184yKkanen 2009a, 270; 317-318, Remy 2015,
180.) Many lives were lost during the Stalin bigde in 1936-1939 and the Second World War,
consequently the memory of WW Il has been a unitxgerience for Russians even today.
(Luukkanen 2009a, 364; Juntunen 2009, 31; Vihava&&etola 2015.) After the death of Stalin
in 1953 the Soviet economy and society stagnateterfollowing decades of Nikita Khrushchev
and Leonid Brezhnev. General Secretary Mikhail @ohev instead (1985-91) introduced glasnost
(openness) and perestroika (restructuring) tryngnddernize communism (Luukkanen 2009a, 412;
Gregory 1994, Kaakkurinniemi 2012), but his initras unintentionally affected forces that by
December 1991 split the USSR into Russia and 1drotidependent republics. (Luukkanen 2004,
344; Luukkanen 2009a, 427-428; CIA The World Facothd/ihavainen & Ketola 2015.)

Russia today since 1991

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia nasved from a globally-isolated, centrally-
planned economy towards a more market-based anoaltyantegrated economy. Economic
reforms in the 1990s privatized most industry apdcgic vouchers were distributed to people
which they could use for exchanging shares of tmepanies to be privatized, however the energy
and defense-related sectors were left out fromathetion — Russian Federation held for example
big companies such as Gazprom and Transneft. (lanék 2004, 440-441; Luukkanen 2009c,
117-119, lloniemi et al. 2017, 63; CIA The WorldcEzook; Vihavainen & Ketola 2015.)

Today Russia is one of the leading producers lo&mil natural gas and besides it is a top
exporter of metals such as steel and primary aluminRussia is reliant on commodity exports
which makes its economy vulnerable following thestable swings in global prices. Furthermore
Russia’s military intervention in Ukraine and thellédwing economic sanctions affected the
prospects of economic growth. (lloniemi et al. 20171-73; Juntunen 2009, 155;
Puolustusministerio 2012, 74; CIA The World Facthodihavainen & Ketola 2015.)

2.5.2 The history of Ukraine and the Ukraine crisis

The Kievan Rus area became part of the Grand Dothithuania (ca. 1320-1569), furthermore in
1386 Lithuania and Poland merged into dynastic miiolish-Lithuanian Commonwealth which by
the year 1462 had invaded Smolensk and Kiev hatfiagormer land of Kievan Ru$he Grand
Duchy of Moscow could expand to Ukraine after lomgrs in the 1600s and Ukraine was divided
between Poland and Moscow. (Luukkanen 2009a, 9M®&vainen & Ketola 2015.) Eventually a
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new Ukrainian state, the Cossack Hetmanate, wablested during the mid-17th century after a
rebellion against the Poles from the Polish-LithearCommonwealth (1569-1795). The Hetmanate
managed to remain autonomous for over 100 yearsever, by the late 18th century, most
Ukrainian territory was claimed by the Russian Bmp{Luukkanen 2015, 55; Remy 2015, 27, 53.)
After the collapse of czarist Russia in 1917, Ukeaivas during a short period of time independent
(between 1917-20), even though it suffered civd ather wars until the Soviet Union was formed
by Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Transcaucasia #2.18fter the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Ukraine achieved its final independence in 199hpeler 2014, 109-110; Hellenberg & Leinonen
2016, 18; Sakwa 2015, 7; CIA The World FactbooknR@015, 141, 174, 226.)

A peaceful mass protest “Orange Revolution” wad hegl Independence Square in 2004
which forced the authorities to overturn a questida presidential election permitting a new
internationally monitored vote giving power to \WktYushchenko. Later on following internal
disagreements along the Yushchenko group allowsdritagl Viktor Yanukovych to return in
parliamentary (Rada) elections. Yanukovych becamee minister in 2006 and was elected
president in 2010. (Hellenberg & Leinonen 2016,188-Zygar 2015, 125-135; CIA The World
Factbook; Luukkanen 2015, 59,64,150-151,212; MdikK15, 81; Remy 2015, 242-250.)

After Russia, the Ukrainian republic was the maspartant producer in the former Soviet
Union of agricultural and food products, but alssaWwy industrial equipment and raw materials.
Ukrainian economy today is vulnerable to exterimacks because of its dependence on Russia for
energy supplies and the lack of significant strradtueform. (CIA The World Factbook; Mitikka
2015, 87; Remy 2015, 258.)

Ukraine had agreed to 10-year gas supply and traostracts with Russia in January 2009
and in April 2010 Ukraine negotiated a price distoan Russian gas imports in exchange for
extending Russia's lease on its naval base in @rifvany things have happened since these
agreements. With the formation of an interim goweent in late February 2014, the international
community began stabilizing the Ukrainian economgjuding IMF. (CIA The World Factbook;
Remy 2015, 253.)

The Ukraine crisis began in November 2013 whenRtesident Viktor Yanukovych turned
down the Association agreement of closer economtiegration with the European Union. This
resulted in peaceful demonstration against cormuapirthich was organized by politically unsatisfied
people at Kiev’'s Independence Square. Later inu&lpr2014 the government used force to break
up the protest camp. During the invasion of CrinbgaRussian military troops partly violent
demonstrations were organized for demanding Ukr&inbecome a federation or these eastern

areas from Donetsk to Odessa to join to Russiasd bhattles and violent hooliganism in different
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cities in the eastern part later turned into a waez Meanwhile in Kiev, the President Yanukovych
fled to Russia, the new Parliament was formed aedhew President, P. Poroshenko, was elected.
(BBC News 1.5.2014; Hellenberg & Leinonen 2016 U&ykkanen 2015 105-122; CIA The World
Factbook; Remy 2015, 260-264, 267, 269.)

On the 18 of March 2014, 97 per cent of voters in the refdem favored Crimea's
accession to the Russian Federation and RussiaBnvl Putin recognizes Crimea as nation. The
Ukrainian government, the EU, the UN General Asdgnalnd the United States hold the vote
illegal. Russian forces now occupy Crimea and Rwmssiuthorities claim it as Russian territory,
even though the Ukrainian Government declares @ranea is still part of Ukraine.BBC;
Talouselaméa 17.3.2014; Berg-Andersson & Kotilai2€i6; Hellenberg & Leinonen 2016; CIA
The World Factbook; vox.com; Remy 2015.)



25

3 RESEARCH METHOD AND DATA

In this section the research and data collectiothaus used for the study are presented. First
chapter introduces how studying and understandiadiantexts is important and second, research
method and the most important theories around Ci24peesented. Last chapter describes how the

data of this present study was collected.

3.1 Studying media texts

Fairclough emphasizes the importance of studyingiandiscourse. According to him the mass
media is powerful enough to shape governments aniiep representing things in specific ways,
which is mostly a matter of how language is usduhtTpower can as well influence knowledge,
beliefs, values, social relations and social idesi (Fairclough 1995, 2.) The aim of the present
study is to show how sanctions against Russiaepeesented in the news media. As Fairclough
mentioned, mass media can be used for influencaaplp’s opinion. This can be done by often
repeating the same topic which gradually might beegocially constructed reality.

Language plays a critical role in creating a neveglia text and consuming it because words
are socially constructed. Journalists can havet aflpower because some people believe them
without any critique therefore a journalist is arntheority above the reader. Let us take an example
of a child whose parents (authorities) keep repgatie word “lovely” at an angry voice — soon a
young child gradually starts to believe that theammeg of the word “lovely” is not anything
pleasant.

The news we read daily on the newspapers are ies of reality, even though journalists
and other people working within media should beeotiye on the matters they write about.
However the news are somewhat handled through pleesional lenses how they perceive the world

and what is considered being relevant or intergdinthe target readers of the news media.
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Journalists can also exercise significant powdegitimation. They often reinforce existing ideas
and interpretations in their capacity as gatekeepad editors of information flows. Journalists
seem to play varied roles in promoting or downpigyspecific discourses, warranting voice to
specific concerns or silencing them. (Vaara & MoR010 6 via Kjaer and Slaatta 2007.) Having
said that now is time to observe van Dijk's commseah the media: media power is usually
symbolic and persuasive having the potential tarobthe minds of readers, but not directly their
actions. (van Dijk 1992, 10-11.)

Van Dijk clarifies that even though media can hawgreat impact on some people, there are
always readers or viewers that will think critigationsidering more deeply what the agenda of the
news writer is or is there any hidden agenda — tn#ynot blindly trust everything they read or see
on the media. (van Dijk 1992, 10-11.) Van Dijk daoes that mind control by the media is
effective when the media users do not realize swcitrol and when they “change their minds” of
their own free will, as when they accept news repas true or journalistic opinions as legitimate o
correct. (van Dijk 1992, 10-11.)

Even though CDA is rather a young discipline (\&ijk 2001, 6) many studies show that
CDA has been a popular way of conducting researatedcent yeards-or instanceM. A. Kandil
from Georgia State University studied several bsidn his dissertatioifhe Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict in American, Arab, and British Media: CarpBased Critical Discourse Analygi2009)
to get a wider perspective from the conflict distas. The study uses also corpus-based keyword
technique to help analyze which topics are mostl usdeft out from Al-Jazeera, CNN and BBC,
for example terrorism, occupation and settlementgere one of the main topics. Kandil's
dissertation gave an inspiration of the textual gnr@inatic analysis for the present study.

Rojo and Van Dijk (1997) used framework of CDA ilegal immigration discussion in
Spain “There was a Problem, and it was Solved!gitimating the Expulsion of ‘illegal’ Migrants
in Spanish Parliamentary Discourse. They examingcldsive aspects of political legitimation by
analyzing the speech of the Spanish Secretaryeofrterior, Mayor Oreja; on the occasion of a
military-style expulsion of a group of African ‘@gal’ migrants from Melilla, Spain in the summer
1996. They studied three levels of legitimation ebhare pragmatic consisting of various strategies
of the justification of controversial official aot, the second one was semantic: the ways a
discourse represents its partisan view of the evenproperties of actors a ‘true’ or as the ‘facts
The third level was sociopolitical: the way officdiscourse self-legitimates itself as authoritativ
and delegitimates alternative discourses. For thageus aspects of legitimation, several levels of

discursive structure were examined in detail.
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3.2 Research method

The following chapters present the concept of diss®, discourse analysis and lastly critical
discourse analysis, which is the key framework usetthe present study. ‘Discourse’ is basically
how language is used in social interaction; iaisguage in social context. Discourse is often dtate
as a contributor to the ‘construction’ of sociadliy (Fairclough & Fairclough, 2012, 78, 81) amnd i
is used by social theorists and linguists (Fairglod995, 54 via Foucault 1972, Fraser 1989; van
Dijk 1985). Discourses define standard and accéptahys to think, talk and act and as a result,
discourses produce power and knowledge relationgchwiare linguistically communicated,
historically located, and rooted in social practiaguire & Hardy 2009, 6-10.) However, the
term ‘discourse’ can be used for more than one eginaisually meaning a signification as an
element of the social process; but also the langusgociated with a particular social field or
practice, e.g., ‘political discourse’; and in adulit a way of construing aspects of the world
associated with a particular social perspectivair(fough & Fairclough 2012; 78, 81.)

Discourses are collections of interrelated textglpcing both meanings and effects, and they
also generate particular experiences and praciicése real world. Texts are symbolic forms of
representation, e.g. documents, books, interviewes speeches. Fairclough refers ‘discourse’ to
spoken or written language use but also portrayesbime way becoming accessible to others, such
as other media sources: photography, film, vided @so non-verbal communication (Fairclough
1995, 54; Maguire & Hardy 2009, 6-10.). Coheremtcdurses tend to show more unified view of
some aspect of social reality becoming taken fantpd. Therefore, practices tend to be reproduced
when the discourse about them is “structured” adtleinstitutionalized practices are reinforced and
reproduced through two key mechanisms which arewvknas subject positions and bodies of
knowledge (Maguire & Hardy 2009, 8-9.)

Subject positions include bureaucratic positioas, well as socially constructed and
legitimated categories of identity also known &t thvarrant voice” (via Potter & Wetherell 1987).

In any discourse, only “a limited number of subjgaisitions are understood as meaningful,
legitimate, and powerful” at a given point in tirfiea Hardy, Lawrence & Grant 2005, 65). These
subject positions provide the actors that occugynthwvith rights to speak and act and an increased
likelihood that their text production will be comgeential by influencing other texts and shaping the
discourse. Positions are not fixed but “negotiedad created by the maneuvering” of actors, as a
result of which the ability to influence the fietday change over time. (Maguire & Hardy 2009, 8-
9)
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Second, discourses reproduce a particular wayengeas “truth” and they produce messages for
example ‘good’ and ‘bad’ but also acceptable armppmopriate behaviors. Discourse therefore
creates bodies of knowledge which normalize centesrys of believing, speaking and behaving.
(Maguire & Hardy 2009, 8-9.) When practices ardiingonalized that is taken for granted and
repeatedly reproduced subject positions tend talgge dominant field incumbents who support
the status quo; while bodies of knowledge tend dastruct practices as effective, beneficial,
appropriate but if these practices need a charggettie discourse about them must change as well.
(Maguire & Hardy 2009, 8-9.)

3.2.1 Discourse analysis

Media texts should be considered as valuable nahten researching change, since they are a
sensitive indicator of sociocultural change (Faugh, 1995, 52). There are many ways to analyze
media texts and one of them is discourse anallysisclough presents a few questions that can be
answered when analyzing media output, for exantpe; the world (relationships and events for
example) is represented, what identities are seftoupghose who are part of the story, such as
reporters, audience and what kind of relationsdipshey have with each other, such as reporter —
audience. (Fairclough, 1995, 5.)

Fairclough explains (1995, 16) that media langustysuld be analyzed as discourse and the
linguistic analysis of media should be part of thecourse analysis of media. Fairclough continues
that linguistic analysis focuses on texts in a dreanse, for example a transcription of televigion
radio show is text as well. Discourse analysiseagtis also interested in sociocultural practites (
social and cultural happenings which the commuivieatvent is part of) and discourse practices,
which means the way a text is produced by medi&keverin media institutions and how readers,
listeners or viewers receive the text. (Fairclout®®5; 5, 13, 16-17.) Discourse analysis is
attempting to show systematic links between diss®yractices, sociocultural practices and texts.
Fairclough defines that any part of any text ithatsame time representing and setting up idestitie
and relations. (Fairclough 1995; 5, 13, 16-17.)

The relationships between text, discourse praetnzesociocultural practice are on the central
focus of critical discourse analysis of a commutiveaevent. Fairclough explains that the concept
‘texts’ covers written or oral text of which oraxts can be spoken as on the radio or spoken and

visual as on television. By ‘discourse practiceir€laugh means the processes of text production
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and text consumption. The diagram above summaittieeanalytical framework. (Fairclough, 1995,
57-58)

text production

TEXT

text consumption
DISCOURSE PRACTICE

SOCIOCULTURAL PRACTICE

(Fairclough, 1995, 59)

Analysis of texts is concerned with both their mega and their forms. Fairclough explains that
where forms change, there will be some differenc@éaning and vice versa. Even though it might
be useful analytically to contrast these two aspefttexts, however in reality it is difficult to
separate them. After all the analysis of texts cot@ditional forms of linguistic analysis — argsy

of vocabulary and semantics, the grammar of seateaad smaller units, the sound and writing
systems. (Fairclough 1995, 57-58)

Fairclough explains that any given text is at $aene time having three main categories of
function, each of which has its own systems of oce®i— which are ideational, interpersonal, and
textual (representation, relations and identities). Thaswbf text harmonizes with the constitutive
view of discourse outlined above, providing a wdyegploring the concurrent constitution of
systems of knowledge and belief (ideational fumgtiand social relations and social identities
(interpersonal function) in texts, as with repréagans, relations and identities. (Fairclough 1,995
58.) The analyst might focus on how three aspe&sadiculated when analyzing a sentence in a
written text, for example particular representagicend re-contextualization of social practice
(ideational function) perhaps carrying particuldeologies. Particular constructions of writer and
reader identities, for example what is highlighteds it status and role aspects of identity, or
individual and personality aspects of identity particular construction of the relationship between
writer and reader e.g. formal or informal, close distant. (Fairclough 1995, 58.) Fairclough
explains that the analysis is focusing not only wisa present but also absence in texts to
representations, categories or participant, coostms of participant identity or participant
relations which are not found in a text. (Fairclou®95, 58.)

Gee explains that discourse analysis is basetie@ddtails of writing that are relevant in the

context and to the arguments the analysis is attegnfp make. Using a discourse analysis needs to
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be taken into account that it is not based onhallghysical features present that might be relevant
in some other purpose. Such judgments of relevareeventually theoretical judgments, which are
based on analyst’s theories of how language, comied interactions work in general and in the
specific context that is being analyzed. (Gee 2010D7.) Critical discourse analysis will be

explained more detailed in the next chapter.

3.2.2 Critical Discourse analysis

According to Teun van Dijk, critical discourse aygs (later: CDA) is used for studying the way
social power abuse, dominance, and inequality aeeted, reproduced and resisted by text and
speaking in a social and political context. Varkizijgues that critical discourse analysts arenglli

to comprehend, uncover and finally resist socialjirality. Van Dijk explains that CDA is not a
direction, school or specialization as other apghea in discourse studies, but instead it has a
different mode or view developing theories, analyemnd application through the field. (van Dijk
1995, 17-19; van Dijk 2001, 352.)

Discourse can be understood in many ways. Firsallpf CDA has intended to change
linguistics by introducing critical perspectives kamguage, drawn from critical theory in the social
sciences, which were previously absent, and toriboté to critical social analysis a focus on
discourse which had previously been lacking or wheleloped, according to Fairclough. This
includes a better understanding of relations batwhiscourse and for example social relations and
relations of power, ideologies, social institutiprs®cial identities, and besides better ways of
analyzing and researching these relations. (Faigti& Fairclough 2012, 78.)

CDA is a not a specific direction of research, abhmakes it diverse by nature not having one
clear framework. Thus there are many types of CAich might be very different compared to
each other, for example analysis of conversatiomeavrs reports, however, there can be found some
general theoretical frameworks, which are closelated. Van Dijk continues that using CDA
guestions can be asked about the constructionrt#icaliscourse structures in the reproduction of
social dominance, whether they are a news repgrgraof a conversation or other contexts and
genres. (van Dijk 2001, 353.)

Fairclough explains how connections between tleeaiganguage and the exercise of power
are often unclear to people, however they are impbrto the working mechanisms of power.

Fairclough gives an example of a doctor who isrttan information source of the illness when
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discussing with a patient. Practices like theset@o- patient consultation) are shaped, with their
common-sense assumptions, according to usualam$atf power between groups of people. The
normal opacity of these practices to those involiredhem, the invisibility of their ideological
assumptions, and of the power relations which Uieddre practices, helps to sustain these power
relations. (Fairclough, 1995, 54.)

Fairclough is citing Austin (1962) and Levinsor®8B) to explain that viewing language use
as social practice indicates language being a Ibpaad historically situated mode of action, in a
dialectical relationship with other sides of theiab Fairclough states that dialectical relatiapsh
at the same time socially shaped but also socsflping. Critical discourse analysis explores the
tension between these two sides of language usesdhbially shaped and socially constitutive,
rather than favoring one over the other. (FairclguP95, 55.) The next chapter describes how the

data for the present study was collected.

3.3 Data collection and analysis of the data

The primary data of the present study consistsegisnarticles which were published in business
journals Finnish Talouselama and Russian Kommerbatween March 2014 and March 2015.
Word combination “economic” and “sanctions” was duger the data collection in the journals’
databases. In the beginning the data collectioratduselamé consists of 134 Finnish news articles
and of Kommersant 198 Russian news articles. Betiogecritical discourse analysis could be
conducted there needed to be made some preparatiohss those extracted articles which fit with
the topic were chosen and then saved as a Wordrdotufor further study and later on all the
important sentences related to Russian economatisaa were underlined and finally those related
articles were chosen for the critical discoursdyais

Furthermore the extracted articles will be examlin@re carefully during some key events;
first the annexation of Crimea in March, which csdighe EU and the United States and other
countries to impose sanctions on the Russian Feoler&econd, the discourses in July for stricter
sanctions after the Malaysia Airlines plane crashthie Ukrainian territory. Third, also counter-
sanctions imposed by Russia in August are studexhuse they affect negatively on Finnish
exports, even though the main focus is in sancigasnst Russia.

Talouselama (est. in 1938) is Finland’s only wgedblisiness magazine and the largest in
Nordic region. Its circulation covers 75 141 anthktdor printed and digital paper is 363 000 (in

2017). Kommersant, in Russi&iommepcants translated as Businessman and often shorteribd to
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is a nationally distributed daily newspaper puldidhin Russia mostly devoted to politics and
business. In 1989 founded leading business broatidies daily circulation of approximately
120,000 (in 2013). Kommersant is widely read Russiawspaper which has different categories

such as “den’gi” for finance and business relateds

Talouselama  Amount Talouselama.fi Amount Mobile Amant
Circulation 75,141 Weekly reach 227,000 Different 306,000
browsers peil
week
Readership 165,000Page downloads 855,000 Page 332,000
per week downloads
per week
Combined reach 363,000
(print + digital)

Talouselama reach Sources: The Finnish Audit Buodéairculation 2015, NRS Magazines + total 2016, TM&rix 2017 (weeks
2-7 average), Google Analytics Nov16-Feb17

The critical discourse analysis consisted of oagiarticles which were published in Finnish and
Russian language; however | translated all the eshaaticles from Finnish and Russian into
English trying to maintain the original tones (Btample some spoken language). Translations also
include the status of the referred person wheméves article was published, and later on obviously
their positions could have changed, for example Rhench President and the President of the
United States, thus this means in practice thttafPresident of the United States is referred to i
means Barack Obama instead of Donald Trump.

The structure of the analysis is as follows: thstfpart of the analysis presents the results of
CDA of Finnish business journal Talouselama with @tosen articles and Russian journal
Kommersant with 29 chosen articles. The legitinratstrategies of these journals are compared
with each other to comprehend the sanctions dismusand see the story within Finnish and

Russian context.

Online Journal Number of extracted articles
Talouselama, FIN 134 altogethdf for CDA
Kommersant, RUS 198 altogethe29 for CDA
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The second part of the analysis consists of thenaatil textual analysis of Talouselama which help
to outline a deeper understanding on the sanctistussion. In the present study often repeated
topics and keywords are collected for the thematialysis. Afterwards there will be a textual

analysis which instead is focusing on deeper lethedsvord usage, for example what kind of verbs

or nouns are used in that discussion. The nexttehppesents the research findings.
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4 RESEARCH FINDINGS

The following chapters will introduce the reseaftidings on the legitimation strategies of the
sanctions against Russia. The present study isrdtiy answer to the research question about which
legitimation strategies are used in the chosemlesgsinews articles. The next chapter first presents
the legitimation strategies in Talouselama with tggdfrom the extracted articles. After that the
strategies found in Kommersant are presented. lfFitta findings of both journals are compared
with each other in order to create a full pictufesanctions discourses and the stories from Finnish
and Russian perspective$he categories of de/legitimation are presentedfadisws: first

rationalization, then authorization and finally ralization.

4.1 Talouselama

Altogether 46 articles published in Talouselaméarnpali were chosen for the critical discourse
analysis to comprehend how Russian sanctions grenieed and presented in the news media.
The results show that in Talouselama journal thestnbommon legitimation strategy is clearly
authorization with 18 identified articles and thext used strategies are moralization and
rationalization both with &rticles. However, narrativization strategy was maticeable therefore it
is not outlined here. There is also sanctions edlaews written on a delegitimation perspective, in
which the rationalization strategy is used 14 tiraed authorization is present only in two articles,
furthermore moralization in delegitimation perspextould not be found.

This table below demonstrates how authorizatiom@e frequently presented strategy in
legitimation than in delegitimation. As a resultist well noted that informing about imposing
sanctions in the media requires reference to maliigians. Actually the number of articles varies
much compared to legitimation and delegitimationrtifrermore, delegitimation of sanctions is

justified more frequently with rational reasoningdaeference to rational utility — after all sanos
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would affect negatively on many European countresinomies. Some of the sammticles share
“blurred” strategies therefore they have been cedimivice, which makes the numbers in the table
below more than 46 articles altogether.

Legitimation Amount Delegitimation Amount
Authorization 18 Rationalization | 14
Moralization 8 Authorization 2
Rationalization 8 Moralization 0

Table: the amount of articles per strategy

4.1.1 Rationalization Legitimation

Rationalization legitimation was less used strategy Talouselamé& than rationalization
delegitimationand that is mostly due to economic factors. Afteragionalization as a legitimation
strategy is based on utility, on what is considdreithg common sense and reasonable. It seems
that one of general opinions in the articles st#taes the economic sanctions harm the economy.
Some Russian point of view was also presented im Talouselama’s strategy which is that
economic sanctions help Russia to become moresstitient in agriculture and producing food.
The rational basis of imposing sanctions on Raseiband gas industry is presentedtie
qguotes 1 and 2 The legitimation of rational strategy introdudhe idea that the cuts of import of
Russian gas and oil is no longer a problem duééofdct soil gas is not used in households and
imported gas is replaceable. These quotes shanddgptimations of rationalization and in addition
authorization strategy is used in the quote 2his tase authorization is done by interviewing the
foreign ministerErkki Tuomioja who said “there are substitutes whtan be used for Russian soil
gas”. This is how general opinion can be shapefirsatit was said that energy sanctions are better
to keep away because they would have an impacttioer &uropean countries’ gas resources,
however later on the news article presents thasiBnssoil gas is anyway replaceable in Finland
which gives the impression that there is no needrfore imported Russian soil gas and imposing

sanctions is a rational choice after all becausg tton’t cause dis-utility on this matter.
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1"Also the gas industry has been left out on puepssm the sanctions list in the fear of Russia'¢enge becaus
many EU-countries are very dependent on Russiadeja®ries.” (Talouselama 28.7.2014)

[¢)

2“Approximately 30 % of the imported gas used by BU-countries comes from Russia, but some eaEi@mmpean
countries are even 90 % dependent on Russian fasiligas consumed in Finland is imported fronsBia. It is not]
however very critical fuel for Finland’s gas congtmn. Soil gas is not used in households and éilitia use it is
possible to move to the use of substitute fuel.oAllse foreign minister Erkki Tuomioja says the Rassgas
consumed in Finland is replaceable.” (Talouselam@.2014)

3“According to Medvedev, Western sanctions are adgeason to develop a self-generating economwdttition,
when possible export restrictions on Russian prisdeater into force, Russian companies accordintheoPrime
Minister are worth of focusing on the Asian marke{$alouselama 22.4.2014)

5“Possibly there are no good options. Nobody wanig&r in the area. Economic sanctions would sirikeurope and
surely in Finland as well. Something has to be damevay.”

6“According to Barroso potential sanctions are toomake the crisis worse but to get Russia to nieigotHe thinks
“there’s no sense starting a new cold war™

7“We should maintain peace. Sanctions policy isnglpeace further away. When one is imposed sargtio, it hag
to reply”.

Russian point of view was also presented in Taléus&'s rationalization legitimation strategy.
The quote 3in the table presents the idea of sanctions hglRussia to become more developed in
new industries which is also shown in Kommersatibmalization chapter. Authorization strategy
is also used by referring to the President VladiRutin. Thequote 4 (in appendices) shares the
Russian point of view on how the sanctions and tausanctions are protecting Russian citizens
and their health from products of bad quality bsciiog Russia to produce more by themselves and
activate in new industries. In this case sanctearsbe perceived as a rational choice for chemgshin
health and for Russia becoming more self-sufficregairding food producing and agriculture.
Thequotes from 5 to 7show that sanctions are the only way to expredghieaannexation of
Crimea is not tolerated. Because military respomsesiot a solution but instead there are political
ways, in this case economic sanctions, which wlidsthe message how the European Union and
the United States feel about what has happened.qlibte 6 shares some of the features from
rational legitimation strategy (no sense) and alsthorization legitimation (According to Barroso).
Discourse of calming down the restless situatiokastern Ukraine was present a few times in pro-
sanctions discussion. It could be understood asi@nal threat to Russia for example: “calm down
or there will be sanctions”. The European Union #ra&l United States had declared an ultimatum

for Russia to co-operate so that peace negotiationgd be successful.
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“New stricter Russia-sanctions are valid today. §bal of the sanctions imposed by the European ?Jiido make

Russia to cooperate for calming down Eastern Ukrain

“The attitudes of the European countries’ leadengetbecome stricter because it is believed thasiRims even added

the support to the separatists of Eastern Ukraine.”

It can be seen in Talouselamé@’s articles that Russais not participating enough on calming down
the situation in Eastern Ukraine and nobody wanigg so by rational reasoning, by diplomatic
efforts without violence and armed conflicts, awogd war requires imposing sanctions, even
though they would harm all parties. To sum up thecalrses found within rationalization
legitimation: first, it is only rational to choogeace over war and second, Russian point of view
presents that sanctions are helping Russian econooamgt in different industries such as

agriculture. The next chapter presents the ratia@bn delegitimation strategy in Talouselama.

4.1.2 Rationalization delegitimation

| discovered that rational delegitimation discours&alouselamaresents that imposing economic
sanctions is an irrational choice because sanctiomsonsidered being expensive and causing harm
also for the sender country. Rational delegitinratsdrategy was very dominant in the research

since it was present in altogether 14 articles.

“According to EU Observer, Russia's political leedsaid in a press release on Wednesday it isratiomal and
irresponsible step [sanctions], which leads indljtdo the price rising in the European energy ratak(Talouselama
31.7.2014)

The theory part of the present study describedrthadtifaceted strategies tend to work well and this
is also visible in the following quotes which shan® approaches for delegitimation — and that is
rationalization and authorization. Tlyeote 1explains that Alexander Stubb has been workirg a |
to avoid economic sanctions’ influence on bordexgpams because Finland would lose benefits,
therefore this is reference to economic harm armh tfeference to Stubb who was the Prime
Minister at that time. Theguote 2is also using double approaches: reference to ¢ssamRehn,
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which is authorization and reference to econonssés and utility which is rationalization strategy.

Thequote 3sums up the two approaches of delegitimation matination and authorization —
the President Hollande says sanctions are not dmggavor for the European Union on Ukraine
conflict. Rationalization delegitimation is usedr fdiscussing the ability of sanctions to harm
economies in many countries, not only in Russiaetioee it would be a rational choice to avoid
economic losses but if we compare war and econtoages — avoiding war is more important for
humankind in general.

The quote 4 presents how some German companies feel abousathetions imposed on
Russia using not only rationalization but also att#tation strategy. There are also some
“mysterious” references such as “anonymous souraed™some business executives”, furthermore
several business representatives are mentionéeé iquiote. Talouselam& has similarly taken
some Russian point of view in their articles byatidns of foreign and also Russian media;
especially ineffectiveness of sanctions is ofteme®nted in these articles which Talouselama
refers to. These quotes from Russian perspecti@eedwo approaches — again rationalization and
authorization.

The quote 5has multi-layered discursive strategies usedhis ¢ase rationalization as the
sanctions would be “crushing the foundation of glofinance system” (see the appendices) and
moralization by reference to the European demacnatiues. Thequote 6 demonstrates how
authorization and rationalization delegitimatiore aused: Russian foreign minister states that
sanctions will threaten communication on importe&sues such as solving the Syrian crisis —
sanctions are disturbing useful and reasonableglial between Russia and the United States on
important issues. After the quote the next chaipteoduces another legitimation strategy found in
Talouselama which is authorization.

The results showed that delegitimation approacimase used than legitimation in rational
perspective. It could be portrayed as natural bee#e journal was Finnish and the sanctions were
considered hurting the Finnish economy after anemic sanctions imposed on Russia made
Russia to impose counter-sanctions which had daedtindirect effects on international business.
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1“For the last few days | have done almost rouradiock work to avoid these sanctions that woutikestthe
border cooperative work between Finland and Russid, Russia and the rest of the European Uniond, [sa
Stubb to HS. If all the border programs were frgzZ€imland would lose some benefits worth of 200lionil
euros.” (Talouselama 16.7.2014)

2“Finnish EU economic commissar Olli Rehn said oiddy that Europe should avoid imposing new sanetio
on Russia because of the economic losses they waulde. All “rational” EU- citizens should avoidtea¢
sanctions, Rehn said on Friday Bloomberg's intewvgecording to Business Week. “it [sanctions] wohldt
everybody, the Europeans and the Russians” Reln Sanctions can be avoided only if Russia doesnade
the conflict worse. EU-parliament elections’ caradéd Rehn said. The slowdown of Russian economy| has
already influenced “negatively” on Finnish and Aiesst economies, Rehn said. The influence mightapie
Germany, Poland and Baltic countries, he predi¢®&alouselaméa 2.5.2014)

3“Russian economic crisis is not benefiting EU lttlaus Russia-sanctions should be ended, say$tech
president Francois Hollande. Hollande said to DehésNelle that the first step for solving the Ukeaiconflict
is deleting the sanctions. "I think sanctions sddug stopped now. They need to be removed if tisgpeogress
[in solving the crisis].” (Talouseldméa 5.1.2015)

4“According to the Wall Street Journal, severabj@aiGerman companies are opposed to economic sagtio

against Russia. This is for example the technologmpany Siemens, the automaker Volkswagen and the
Deutsche Bank. According to the anonymous souncesviewed by the WSJ, the German rulers have been
increasingly contacted by some business executites are calling for non-imposition. The companies a
concerned that business relatiovith Russia will suffer because of them [the sam]. (Talouselama 2.5.2014)

5“According to the Financial Times another bank,B/Twhich also got into sanction list says that deeisions
areagainst the European democratic values. “The Eampare working against their own benefits to aihey
wishes of their colleagues across the sea”. By d¢himment the bank possibly refers to the US.” qiis¢lama
1.8.2014)

6“The Russian foreign minister warned today thetéthiStates about widening the sanctions. Accordin
Russia adding sanctions could make the communic&i@ween countries worse on Syrian crisis andidm
nuclear program.” (Talouseldaméa 30.12.2014)

o O

4.1.3 Authorization legitimation

The authorization strategy in Talouselaméa mostlys®ied of reference to some of the European
leaders, presidents, prime ministers and politgiafor example A. Merkel, F. Hollande.

Furthermore B. Obama / the US / the White Housesvadien mentioned which makes it personal
authorization strategy. For example, “Merkel dedide support the economic sanctions against
Russia” or “The sanctions have been set in thedeUhey need to be followed by all members, the

European parliament insists.” Of course, sometithese could be found several strategies in one
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article, for example both authorization and ratl@adion — drawing the line which goes into which

category was difficult in some of the articles.

The quotes 1 and 2show authorization by referring to the White HquBarack Obama and the
United States. Such concepts as sovereignty, dealitintegrity and following agreement are
referring to international laws. Thguotes 3-7 present authorization legitimation referring to
Angela Merkel (Germany), the European Union andEheopean Parliament, the United States,
David Cameron (Britain). First, Merkel is warningi$sia about possible sanctions in March and in
July after the Malaysia Airlines plane crash A. kidrand D. Cameron were supporting new

stricter sanctions against Russia.

(*2

1“According to the White House today's sanctions send a strong message to g®aRugovernment that its action
have consequences. Russian actions violate Ulsaioeéreigntyandterritorial integrity . The referendum on
Ukraine's exit from Ukraine was also illegAtcording to President Barack Obama the United States is ready to
impose further sanctions if Russia exacerbatesithation in Ukraine. According to Obama, Russi@sons in
Ukraine have separated it from the rest of the dvarid reduced its prestige. The Ukrainian goverrintke United
States, and the EU consider the vote to be ille{Balouselama 17.3.2014)

2“According to the United Stateswidening the sanction list is an answer to thaggauis not following the
agreement agreedn Geneva which is trying to calm down the sitaatin Ukraine.” (Talouselaméa 28.4.2014)

3“Merkel is warning Russia of sanctions that cotddise massive political and economic damage to RiasH it
fails to change the course on Ukraine. Russiand¥niof economic affairs said that Russia is rdadgply to
sanctions. Merkel is threatening with sanctions Rodsia is doing the same.” (Talouselaméa 13.3.2014)

4“The fall of the Malaysia Airlines plane led Metke support economic sanctions against Russia.Ethapproved
the sanctions on Tuesday.” (Talouselama 14.7.2014)

5“The European Union and the United States inteddy to announce the tougher economic sanctiorinsiddussia
(according to New York Times). The attitudes of k&ders of European countries have become maresef as
Russia is believed to have even increased the suippas given to the separatists in eastern Wkratspecially the
German business sector is now more inclined tosawtions, although it can be costly for the Geremmomy.”
(Talouselamé 29.7.2014)

6“According toGerman federal chancellor Angela Merkelnew sanctions are imposed whether Russia does not
change its course [on Ukraine]. She thinks theatitln cannot be solved by military ways.” (Talodseé 31.8.2014)

7“Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron was strongly supporting tightening the sanctiéh's. time to gather
our power and resources into action”, Cameron dardanding harder sanctions on Russian economysf&aannot
expect free access to the European markets, itakdmowledge and technical know-how while fueglithe conflict
in one of its neighbors in Europe,” Cameron safdrreng to the support given by Russian separdiistskraine.”
(Talouselamé 22.7.2014)

The quotes 8 and %ell how the European Parliament informed in Jayp2815 that sanctions will

stay unless Russia do not stop warfare in the Wiami territory. Thequote 10is showing
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authorization strategy as Stubb is referred to mm@@dnwhile legitimation rationalization is used
since Finnish Prime Minister Stubb explained tlhnreé will not be excessive effects on Finnish
economy, only some firms will suffer, even thoughas been widely commented on the media that
sanctions would hurt the Finnish economy very much.

Thequotes 11 and 1are using, besides rationalization strategy, aigaton strategy about
Russian soil gas and whether sanctions could b@sethon energy sectors. At first it was said
energy sector will not be on the sanction list,saese Europe gets its energy from Russia. “Also the
gas industry has been left out -- in the fear ofsfais revenge because many EU-countries are very
dependent on Russian gas deliveries.” A few dags lawas highlighted in the news that “also the
foreign minister Erkki Tuomioja says the Russias gsed by Finland is replaceable.”

The quote 13 explains the relation which Finland faced when asipg sanctions. The
legitimation strategy of impersonal authorizatisnused after all the sanction policy is decided in
the EU thus Finland has to agree on the sanctioss #nough it has negative effects on the Finnish
economy.

The quote 14 displays how Finnish journalist explains the cutrsituation of sanctions
which have a bigger impact on the Finnish econohantAmerican. This makes the decision-
making of new stricter sanctions easier for thetéthiStates. The comment of the journalist about
Finland agreeing on the sanctions terms and hayiegter economic losses than the United States
could be interpreted as impersonal authorizatios. Jdnes & Whitworth (2014) explain the
relationship towards stricter economic sanctionghindepend on the history of the country, is it a
post-communist European country or Western Europeamtry, or whether the country is
dependent on Russian natural gas or not. The lacg@omic interests at stake explain why
European policymakers were slower to adopt econosaactions than Barack Obama'’s
administration in the US and some aggressive voicethe EU would have liked. (Jones &
Whitworth 2014.) Thequote 15expresses the different attitudes towards saretidrich European
ministers have. The journalist comments regardimg Mistral warships deal which France and
Russia had that it has an impact on how Francds¢éadhe new sanctions. Germany is however

trying to maintain conversations with Russia widlgain calls for stricter sanctions.
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8“The European Parliament insists in its final statement the Europe-coumailtighten Russian sanctiorLs
unless the country won't change its “aggressive angerialistic” politics. (tells Yle) (Talouselam
15.1.2015)"

Q:

9“The European Parliament approved final statement informing the parliamestst keeping the sanctions
until Russia stops its aggressive politics in Utegairespects cease fire, withdraw its troops oth@fcountry
and stops supporting separatists.” (TalouselamB 2@15)

10“The PM Alexander Stubbtold earlier via his Twitter account that sanciagainst Russia do not haye
‘significant’ impacts on Finland. Some effects #harre on firms. Besides there are ‘indirect’ infloes on
Finnish economy due to Russian business decline.dliiect influences are visible only if the EU hagdo
more harsh economic actions against Russia. “Wégiry with the EU front.” (Talouselama 29.7.201

11“Also the gas industry has been left out on psepfstom the sanctions list in the fear of Russiaieenge
because many EU-countries are very dependent osiddugas deliveries.” (Talouselama 28.7.2014)

12"Approximately 30 % of the imported gas used gy EU-countries comes from Russia, but some eastern
European countries are even 90 % dependent ondRugas. All soil gas consumed in Finland is impmbite
from Russia. It is not however very critical fuel frinland’s gas consumption. Soil gas is not uedibmes
and in facility use it is possible to move to ttse wf substitute fuel. Also the foreign ministekl&rmuomioja
says the Russian gas used by Finland is replacéébdouselama 31.7.2014)

13“Finland cannot in anyway row against the samstiourrentThe sanctions have been set in the EU, so
they need to be followed by all membersSanctions affect Russia’s economy six times hatidan the
Finnish economy. The direct impacts are limited, ibdirect impacts are remarkableays Pertti Korhonen,
Managing Director of Outotec's Mining and Metal iistry Technology Provider.” (Talouseldma 8.8.2014)

14“It might be easier for the United States to maldecision [on sanctions] due to its economy ighkess
dependent on Russia.” (Talouselama 13.5.2014)

15"Foreign ministers of EU countries met today one3day to discuss the new timetable for Russia's
sanctions, the New York Times tells. However, theeting reveals great differences between the|EU
countries' attitudes towards sanctions. Germatyiisg to maintain conversations with the Russiaesilent
Vladimir Putin when France is being pressured bygreement with Russia on delivering warships.aBrijt
on the other hand, calls for a shift to more segarections.” (Talouselama 22.7.2014)

4.1.4 Authorization delegitimation

Only a few articles seem to have the authorizadielegitimation strategy used. In thaote 1the
President of Russia Vladimir Putin was referredsaying that economic sanctions are not
acceptable and Russian government is thinking aleounhter-sanctions which would support
Russian producers. Thguote 2 illustrates how the chairman dhe Federation of Agricultural
Producers comments Prime Minister A. Stubb’s eacienments on how sanctions would not have

large effects on Finnish economy. There is persandéhorization strategy used in the extracted
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guote as Matrttila’s opinions are highlighted in tiews article. He criticized that the government
had not prepared enough for Russian countermovehwffect the Finnish economy.
Consequently personal authorization delegitimatsonsed in the extractegliote 3 in which
the Mistral ship deal is commented by the Presidérfrance. Hollande said that cancellation of
the contract would be very expensive for Francevi@isly this has an effect on the sanctions

discussion within the French people.

n

1“The Russian president Vladimir Putin has ordered hé government to consider some counteraction
on sanctions imposed on Russia by western countrieButin thinks the political ways that are alsosiag
economic pressure “are not acceptable”, tells Tass. “In this case the Russian government hashire
suggested some actions for revenge because of cmméries’ so called sanctions”, Putin says accaydo
Itar-Tass. The Russian president wants to act ab ey [counter-sanctions] would support Russian
producers and not harm domestic customers. Putikshdifferent producers in different countries shiobe
working in an equally competitive environment, ahen it would beaccording to the regulations set by
WTO and would take care of international security.alfiuselama 5.8.2014)

2"Juha Marttila the chairman of MTK criticized tlgpvernment in Maaseudun Tulevaisuus journal that| th
government was not prepared for counter-sanctibéiussia. “This is unforgivable that we have focusa
which sanctions the EU imposes and not even thoabhut preparing for the counter-sanction”. A wide
embargo of Russia is according to Marttila the woption that we were afraid of. “| have this imabat the
ministry of treasury had closed their eyes fromsm# world to comment that sanctions do not affect
anything.” Marttila hopes Finland takes examplenfr@oland. “When Polish apples got embargo sanctions
poles stepped up and claimed that EU has to makefir them.”™ (Talouselama 8.8.2014)

3“There are currently no sanctions to prevent\dgly, and Russia has paid [the ship]” Hollande saithe
newspaper, “the cancellation of the contract waddt France EUR 1.1 billion.” France has a Misstaip
deal that affects how they will react to new santdi” (Talouselama 22.7.2014)

4.1.5 Moralization legitimation

The legitimation strategy moralization is referemgesalues, moral basis, and emotional elements.
The analysis clarifies the moral basis of impodimg sanctions which is the punishment by other
countries for Russia because of the annexatiorrioféa, “actions have consequerices
The quotes 1-3explain the moralization strategy in Talouselaméctvis the idea of reacting

to the breaking of international laws by politicalys without violence, using sanctions, even
though also members of the European Union willesuffhe headline of the article is “The EU is
ready to pay the price” referring to the mentioaddve. Also the President of France F. Hollande
says that “we don’t accept the annexation of Crimegus some of the sanctions will still last.”
There were several strategies used in the sanoéeddr example moralization and authorization in

the quote 4where Obama tells that the annexation is agamshternational principlesnd Russia
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should go to another direction. If it happens [gaia another direction] Obama will be the first one
to outtake the sanctions.

The quote 5identifies two different discursive legitimatiotrategies which are moralization
as referring to Russia’s actions as illegal ancecagain authorization strategy used for refereace t
the foreign minister. Norway’s attitude is cleanhdicated because it is highlighted as not being
part of the EU and even though it has wide busimetstions with Russia — it supports the
European sanctions imposed on Russia. Some canesvalave been mentioned in the extracted
guote 6such as freedom and democracy.

The quote 7 displays that there will be new sanctions duerisiwhich has humanitarian
effects on the civil population. Thiiote 8has both moralization and authorization. Firsis itold
that sanctions will make the members of the Europdaion to suffer however the price has to be
paid due to the violation of international law. 3hast argument is partly authorization strategy by
reference to the law.

Talouselama did not include visible signs of miaedlon delegitimation on imposing
sanctions. Sanctions are a way to show that thed®an Union does not accept the annexation of
Crimea and the common opinion was that the anraxatas illegal according to the international
laws. Therefore it would be morally questionableptesent views on the Finnish media that the

annexation of Crimea is silently accepted.

1“Economic interests are not above freedom and watees of democracy” and “According to the
Western countries the investment restrictions’ pagpis to show that the West is not accepting|the
annexation of Crimea into Russia.”

2"Sanctions are a way to pressure and judge Rdissidis actions in Ukraine and also the voting
Donetsk and Lugansk of territorial independencyeseignty.”

in

3*According to the Western countries the investnrestrictions’ purpose is to show that the Westas
accepting the annexation of Crimea into Russia.”

4“In the final press conferend@arak Obama that only change in politics of Moscow towards &ike
would be the way to ease up sanctions. He sayshtbaiS will hold to thenternational principles one
of which is that yowcannot intrude into other countries He then continues that if Russia will take
another direction — Obama himself will be the foiae to suggest ending the sanctions.” (17.11.2014

~

5“Norway is going to participate in the impositiohsanctions by the EU. (Reuters) Norway is not par
of the EU and it has wide business relations wittsdta, where it imports oil and gas technology and
food products. "Ever since Russia illegally anrex&imea to itself in March, it has been clearhe |t
government that it has to support its allies andngas answering towards the illegal actions ofdrum
Ukraine”, says the foreign ministBgrge Brende.” (Talouselama 30.7.2014)
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6“The President of Slovakia Andrej Kiska notes that defends EU Russia's sanctions, says Cgech
newspaper Prague Post. Prime Minister of the RépuolblSlovakia, Robert Fico, earlier criticized the
EU's Russian sanctions as absuiSarictions cause us some financial losses ... but have to be
prepared to accept them. Economic interests are natbove the fundamental values of freedom and
democracy," writes Kiska on Facebook's profile.” (Talousekii5.8.2014)

7“The foreign ministers are appealing in their eia¢nts to the worsening crisis of Eastern Ukraine
humanitarian effects on civil population. Accorditythe statement EU is still ready to consider new
sanctions if the situation in Ukraine is gettingra@” (Talouselama 16.8.2014)

8“Not only Russia but the European Union membeessalffering due to sanctions and anti-sanctions
(counter-sanctions that Russia imposed on the Eltlan US). But we have to react to the violation of
international law and we did this without violenbet using political methods, such as sanctians.
“European Union is ready to pay the price”.” (Tadelaiméa 30.09.2014)

To conclude the above analysis on Talouselamadest the most used legitimation strategy was
authorization and then equal amount of both ratipation and moralization strategies were found
in Talouselama. The use of delegitimation was &y dominant with more rationalization and
some authorization, however moralization was nats@nted. Many articles include rational
delegitimation strategy suggesting that sanctiaesnat worthy for the Finnish economy. As we
know the Finnish economy has been in stagnatiaces2008 (stat.fi) and since the Russian counter

sanctions Finnish exports to Russia has declined.
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4.2 Kommersant

The data collection of Kommersant news journal &tad of 198 articles which were found in the
university’s database callddtegrumby using a word combination in RussiasxéHomuueckue
caukiuu” (transl. economic sanctions). The table belownghthat there are altogether 29 articles

chosen for the critical discourse analysis.

Legitimation Amount Delegitimation Amount
Authorization 7 Rationalization 11
Rationalization 6 Authorization 5
Moralization 5 Moralization 2

Table: the amount of articles per category in Komgaet

| made the CDA based on the original language efdtticles, but for the present study | have
translated all the articles from Russian into Eslglirying to maintain the original tone of the
speaker. In the present study | focus on the samtmposed on Russia by the European Union and
the United States, however counter-sanctions wRigbsia imposed are also acknowledged in the
data found in Kommersant articles.

Some of the articles had blurred strategies meatinat there might have been for example
both rationalization and authorization legitimatisinategies used. This means that some of them
were counted in several strategies therefore the atogether in the table above is more than the
original amount of 29 chosen articles. The newglag presented in Kommersant consisted of
more pages in general than economic sanctionedetaws published in Talouselama. The articles
in Kommersant shared many different discursivetiegition strategies, most often rationalization

and authorization in the same news text.
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4.2.1 Rationalization legitimation

In Kommersant rational legitimation presents theaidhat sanctions may actually help Russia to
develop its agriculture and to be more self-sugfitj increase domestic sales and gain more local
customers now that the competition level is lowee ¢lo counter-sanctions. Russia imposed these
sanctions as a reply to the economic sanctionsifirsosed on Russia by the European Union, the
United States and some other countries such as aypr«Canada, Australia and Japan
(Reuters.com). This is the only rational legitiratistrategy that is perceived as positive reactions
towards the sanctions from a Russian point of immnd in the present study. Sanctions have been
mostly presented as rationally questionable in Kemsant.

The quotes 1 and2 present the opinion on the counter-sanctions,asichlly could be said
that sanctions are a good solution because thdygwié an advantage for Russian domestic
producers. As a political scientist states the gavent has explained that product embargo is an
answer to the economic war that the West has selrtts Russia and it helps Russia to develop its
agriculture. According to the professor (see thgeaplix) Russians are willing to give up on some
products and wellbeing for the sake of the natidthed. Thequote 3shares two different strategies,
of which rationalization legitimation is used forpaining how product embargo is actually useful.
Furthermore authorization strategy is used as welt, example reference to the Russian
government authorities but also a political sc&rand a professor. The rest of the extractedlartic
can be found in the appendices.

The quote 4 continues the same discourse that sanctions atetsde actually useful to
Russia giving a push in food producing industriésonomic interests of Russia with Italy and
Austria are mentioned and the meaning of Italy &udtria as business partners to Russia is
highlighted in thegquote 5 In Kommersant the legitimacy of Russian sanctamespresented so that
the members of the European Union all together masigonse to the events in Ukraine, however
Russia might be having troubles seeing the Eurofpdaon as a partner because of its structure

consisting of multiple countries.
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1“Along the counter-sanctions of importwe got a unique possibility to develop the mogtantant lines of
business, such as agriculture and food productliegy’ (Kommersant, 28.08.2014)

2“Domestic manufacturers are more radical. In tpaion of Svetlana Andrianova, the president of
Faraday footwear manufacturer, the counter-sargtisimould be imposed not only on products
manufactured in Europe or the US, but in general aginst brands owned by European or American
companies "More than 70% of the market is occupied by Eeap brands, it is difficult for Russig
companies to enter the consumer market, retaitersaially focused on working with foreign prods¢' she
says, emphasizing that domestic producers have lzagacities, but they are under-utilized.” (Komsaei,
12.09.2014)

the

3“The authorities said that product embargo alloatonal agriculture to become more developed il
also an answer to the economic war which the Wesladed to Russia” (Kommersant, 02.10.2014)

4"We understand that sanctions will go away bis itlear that WTO will stay. But these sanctionsgiee a
powerful push for the development of our producersThey gave us advantagedt is a great plus to whg
we already had. First, sanctions will give risgiites in our livestock markets. Second, this alye
affected our investonsho are building here large meat processing congsafikommersant, 16.10.2014)

—

5“Europe should be strict and answer to unacceptakl events for example what is happening in
Ukraine. But Russia has strategic meaning for Italyand Europe.We need to find common ground, ever
though nobody these days is interestegltiing Russia down on her knees”’We need to hold the current
sanctions until the Russian Federation will chaitgybehavior and stop aggression towards Ukraine”,
announcedBritish prime minister David Cameron. "Speeches by the leaders of Italy and Austrianate
just a continuation of traditional rhetoric in favaf or against Russia, but alseaional consequence of
long-term economic interestsSergei Utkin, head of strategic assessments of Cenfor Situation

Analysis of the Russian Academy of Science®|d Kommersant.” (Kommersag@@.12.2014)

4.2.2 Rationalization delegitimation

Many of rationalization delegitimatiostrategies consist of argumentation that the samgtare

illogical and useless in a way because they aremptoving the situation regarding so

Ukrainian crisis. However, little arguments whysitso were provided in the journal.

As thequotes 1 and 2explain, besides rationalization strategy autladian is also used as

there is a reference to the Russian permanentseqmiaive on the EU who has both dele

and legitimation in his quote, for example ‘thesend sense’. Similarly the journalist describeg tha

the general opinion in Moscow consists of the itihed sanctions are not productive.

lving the

gitimation
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1“Even theineffectual and indecisive officerswill understand that sanctions against the aulesriof
Russian Federation and “important players” fromn@awill not have any impact on improving the
situation [Ukraine crisis].” (Kommersant, 26.07.201

2“Permanent representative of Russian Federation (regding European Union) V. Chizhovinformed
that sanctions imposed by the EU will not make Mesto change its politics towards the relationshwit
Ukraine. He says "EU continues to move along thecsans current even though these rails will take
nowhere and there isot any effect on the de-escalations of the situation in UkrdfndKommersant,
26.07.2014)

3“Deputy head of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation Grigorij Karasin said
that "there is no sense to talk with Russia withcans” he then continues that “sanctions will
help us gather ourselves and in the end Russidhait moreeffective economy’ (Kommersant,
30.07.2014)

4“Nursultan Nazarbayevsaid “it is important to stop sanctions confroistatlt doesn't lead to anything
People will suffer,and in the end it will lead teworld crisis”. Nazarbayev wasupporting Vladimir Putin
on this — even though, in the end the sanctionsad@oncern Kazakhstan.” (Kommersa2it,08.2014)

The quote 3reveals rationalization delegitimation that samtsi are not a useful way of discussion
with Russia about the current situation howevethe same comment it is said that sanctions
actually might help Russia to improve developirggetonomy and agriculture. Similarly this view
has been discussed several times in other extr&cteunersant articles.

Once more several approaches of discursive legfitim strategies were used: In tpgote 4
the President of Kazakhstan explains again howtisgrscare not leading to any good solution
which is rationalization delegitimation. He alsys#hat ordinary people will suffer and eventually
sanctions will lead to a world crisis, which is ralization strategy after all it is morally wrong to
let people suffer. Authorization strategy is théerence to the President who supports the Russian
President Vladimir Putin. The journalist who wrake article commented at the end of the quote
that no state has imposed sanctions on Kazakhstas.comment could be interpreted that the
sanctions are not as serious for Kazakhstan asatfietions are imposed on Russia instead of it or

that it is easier to monitor the situation becafiaeakhstan is not involved in.
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5“The Prime minister of Slovakia Robert Fico promised to be against the new sanctions
imposed on RussidEconomic sanctions are not effective and fair actin.”™ (Kommersant,
30.08.2014)

6“French Special Representative for Russia JeameP@&hevenement replied to the questions of
"Bb” -France is interested in cancellation of sanaienand they will be taken out when the
implementation of the Minsk agreements is compl&g: common goal is to end this situation
that is not good for the interest of Moscow nori$aor Europe. (Kommersant 18.09.2014)”

7“We are not performing as an eye for an eye, #htéor a tooth but instead we want to act with clea
head.” And he continues th&anctions rarely reach the set goalsAgainst Russia they won't succeed
their goals” He then continues that “we are notgdyagbout them but we will overcome difficulties whi
they might cause in some economic arddaybe we will become more independent and more self
reliant.” (Kommersant, 29.07.2014)

8"Vice President of the Italian ENI, Ferlenga, heddhe Russian branch of the Confindustria Assamial
of Italian Entrepreneurs: "All of our members aeegly concerned by the escalation of the conflichie
confrontation between Russia and the West, which dleeady led to significargconomic losses and
weakening of our positions on the Russian marke{..] In this case, according to the top manadke,
sanctions will lead "only to the fact that Russidll vagain go on self-sufficiency."” (Kommersarn
12.09.2014)

—

9“Europe and Russia were repeatedly asked to abfstain sanctions by the Association of European
Businesses (AEB). Thus, at the end of August, theB Astated that the previous sanctions werg
ineffective, they did not change the course of evenand damaged the business environment and
markets not only in Russia and Ukraine, but also inthe EU."” (Kommersant12.09.2014)

10“The issue of sanctions was discussed yestertlay meeting between the head of the presideptial
administration, Sergei Ivanov, and the co-chairroanthe Franco-Russian Dialogue Association, Thierry
Mariani. "In the global worldsanctions do not do any good, but harm bilateral dations [..]” Mr. Ivanov
said. In response, Mr. Mariani said that many effinench parliamentary delegation that arrived os&bw
were against the sanction3.Hese sanctions were a decision that the French pament never adopted,
they were introduced by the European Commission iBrussels" he said. "The history of the last centyry
has shown that sanctions do not help to find a sdion to the problem.” He is convinced that, as a rule,
countries are being pushed toward sanctions bylhied States, which themselves remain aside.”
(Kommersant12.09.2014)

11“The Russian Foreign Ministry harshly criticiziée EU's decision to impose a new package of sars;t
stressing that it threatens the truce in Ukrairgtiamdeprived of fbgic and common sens&“Now that the
fragile peace process in Ukraine has begun [. i steps look especially out of place and shortisigjfi the
Foreign Ministry said. Sanctions will not remairthrgut proper reaction.” (Kommersart2.09.2014)

Several strategies were used in the following guibbe effectiveness of sanctions is questioned by
the Prime Minister of Slovakia which is authoripatidelegitimation strategy as it is a reference to
the Prime Minister in the@uote 5 This is also delegitimation of rationalizatiormraségy since
rationalization is as we know reference to utilurthermore his comment on ‘fair action’ might
refer to moralization strategy and the ‘common gaiuwhat is considered being fair therefore
rationalization strategy used. Additionally detegation of authorization and rationalization is
presented in thguote 6in which the French representative comments thatharmful situation
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should be ended, which is again reference to tmenoan interest and utility. For example the
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov informed (referenceuthorization) in the extractegiote 7that if
the sanctions are tightened by the US and the HEihsigRussia Moscow will not impose counter-
sanctions. He then adds referring to the Code ohidarabi (authorization strategy partly) that
Russia will not react “an eye for an eye, a toathd tooth”. Again the sanctions are questioned to
succeed against Russia. The last comment indibat@seconomy can be disregarded for political
reasons and the whole situation is turned into @itipe experience — making Russia’s economy
stronger and more independent on foreign goodstlaisdis legitimation rationalization instead.
Economic losses are once again a topic that isywgr and besides reference to several
European representatives is authorization strat®igy. the fragile peace negotiation is in the cente
of attention that worries how sanctions might dffeegatively on peacemaking. Furthermore the
European Commission is referred to making the megatanctions decisions which business

representatives are against. Tlumtes 8-11show how sanctions are considered harmful.

4.2.3 Authorization legitimation

The quotes 1 and Zpresented opinions of Russian politicians statireg it was good for Russian
economy that sanctions were imposed because thesicRgan develop its own agriculture.
Furthermore, there are articles using citation frémneign press consisting of authorization
legitimation. Therefore this demonstrates that jthenal describes the sanctions discourse with
objectivity as the perspectives from other intaoradl sources are presented.

Thequote 3outlines how different perspectives of authoratstrategy are present. First the
president of the United States Barack Obama is iored signing act to support the freedom of
Ukraine. After that the Russian Foreign Ministerdge Lavrov is mentioned saying that sanctions
can deteriorate the relations between the UnitateStand Russia. Lavrov says that sanctions might
be targeted to destabilize and initially changertdggme in Russia. This statement is refused by the
US representatives. As can be seen fromgihetes 4-6the United States, the President of the
United States and the White House are often refetoebesides some European government
officials. There is authorization strategy useth@quote 7. First, referring to Austrian S. Kurz and
second there are references to international lasv rearms, which is impersonal authorization

strategy.
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1“Obama saidthat if Russia takes another direction and respixt sovereignty of Ukraine and internatio
laws then he will be the first one to cancel thectans. (Kommersant, 23.11.2014)

nal

2“Thus, the president of the United States is entitled tomipose sanctionn foreign citizens and compani
who invest in projects Russian fuel and energy demEK on unconventional oil production, and reesi
broad authority to impose new restrictions on tkigoet of equipment for the Russian fuel and enesggtor. In
accordance with the bilthe US president “should” impose additional sanctins against Gazprom if he

decides that Gazprom takes significant volumes ofag [..] from Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia.

(Kommersant 19.12.2014)

3“The US President Barack Obama signed the Congmésgted "Act to Support Freedom of Ukraine", wh
provides for the provision of assistance to Kied éime imposition of new sanctions against MoscBwssian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov warned that this lawcould "permanently undermine the opportunities for
normal interaction" between Moscow and Washington. According to theriocutors of "Kommersant”, th
US will mitigate sanctions only simultaneously witlhe EU countries. "So we will demonstrate unityl arot
allow a situation in which one or the other pariif get commercial advantages (from renewing coapen with
Russia). American officials explain. In an intewiavith France 24, Sergei Lavrov [the Russian Foreign
Minister added that he has "very serious reasons tbelieve" that with the help of sanctions the Wesis
trying to achieve destabilization and a change of egime in Russia. Representatives of the U
administration refute this."” (Kommersant 20.12.2014)

ch

4"US President Barack Obama delivered his annuakeage "On the Situation of the Country." In thelitranal
list of "bad guys" this time, in addition to SyriRussia enteredyhich Barack Obama threatened with
isolation and further weakening of the economyThe US president could not ignore the situatioound
Ukraine, which caused the worst deterioration ilatrens with Russia since the Cold War. "Counténac
Russian aggression, supporting democracy in Ukraiteencouraging NATO allies, we uphold the pritecthat
largercountries cannot intimidate small ones” (Kommersant 22.01.2035

5*Meanwhile,US President Barack Obama yesterday also threatendRlussia with tightening sanctionsHe

blamed the aggravation of the situation for "Rusdiacked separatists with Russian equipment, fingn¢

Russian training and Russian troops,” and addedthiega US "will continue to exert economic pressore
Russia.” (Kommersant 26.01.2015)

L

6“The US and EU are looking for the possibility of n& sanctions on RussiaThe relations between Rusg
and the West have undergone a new test to thesegigus since the last summer, when after the asmalof the
conflict in Ukraine. Russia might even be taken ofithe SWIFT system. The President US Barack Ob
yesterday also threatened Russia with tightenimgt&ms. He accused of worsening the situation ofdia
which is supporting separatists with Russian eqeiptfinancing, Russian training and Russian troblgsadded
that US will continue to add more economic pressur®ussia.” (Kommersant 26.01.2015)

ia

ama

7“Sebastian Kurz, head of Ministry of Foreign Affabf Austria “Not only Russia but also the membafrshe
EU would suffer from sanctions and anti-sanctiodswever European Union didn't close its eyes o6 {
conflict. We had to react to violation of normsiofernational law and we did this not with powet political

methods, with sanctions. (Kommersant 30.09.2014)
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4.2.4 Authorization delegitimation

In the quote 1the prime minister of Hungary is referred to amdaxding to him sanctions are
nothing but a way for the United States to intexféne internal politics of eastern European
countries. Thequote 2 shows that there are multiple strategies usedexample authorization by
reference to politicians, government officials laso rationalization by reference to utility and
economy. Thequote 3 was also presented in rational delegitimation,plwt reference to the
President of Kazakhstan is authorization strategiclvalso covers the idea that sanctions are not
effective and they will make ordinary people suffer

The quote 4shows how the Prime minister of Slovakia feelsutltbe economic sanctions —
they are considered being harmful for the bilatesdtions with Russia. Theuote 5explains how
the French decision making on sanctions impositias been made in the European Commission
and not on a national level which makes it confgsas the sanctions imposition is presented being
reluctant act for the French parliament. Once agasncommented how the United States can make
the decision on new economic sanctions easier Becius not that dependent on business with

Russia than some other European countries.

11°)

1“The prime minister also commented on visa sanctions against six Hiargafficials, imposed by th
United States (Hungary's ally in NATO) in the autuwn charges of corruption. According to him, sach
decision serves as a cover for Washington's désistrengthen its influence in Eastern Europe. ®wrera
began when the United States began not only tofémein the internal politics of countries in Esst Europe,
but also to take an active part in it, - the hefhe cabinet is convinced.” (Kommersant 25.12.2014

2“In Moscow it's considered that the new wave ohc@ns imposed by western countries on Russia is
“counterproductive” and has “cynical character’AR-TASS Deputy head of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Russian Federation Grigorij Karasin said that "there is no sense to talk with Russih sanctions” he then
continues that “sanctions will help us gather owese and in the end Russia will have matective
economy” (Kommersant30.07.2014)

3“Nursultan Nazarbayev said ‘it is important to stop sanctions confroiaiat It doesn'’t lead to anything
People will suffer,and in the end it will lead tevorld crisis”. Nazarbayev wasupporting Vladimir Putin on
this — even though, in the end the sanctions deaowtern Kazakhstan.” (Kommersa2?,.08.2014)

4“The Prime minister of Slovakia Robert Ficopromised to be against the new sanctions imposddussia.
“Economic sanctions are not effective and fair actin.” (Kommersant,30.08.2014)

5“The issue of sanctions was discussed yesterdag ateeting between the head of the presidential
administration, Sergei Ivanov, and the co-chairnedinthe Franco-Russian Dialogue Association, Thigrry
Mariani. "In the global worldsanctions do not do any good, but harm bilateral dations [..]” Mr. Ivanov
said. In response, Mr. Mariani said that many ef Fnench parliamentary delegation that arrived istbw
were against the sanctiong hHese sanctions were a decision that the French p@ament never adopted,
they were introduced by the European Commission irBrussels" he said. "The history of the last centyry
has shown that sanctions do not help to find a sdion to the problem." He is convinced that, as a rule,
countries are being pushed toward sanctions by Uhé&ed States, which themselves remain aside.”
(Kommersant12.09.2014)
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4.2.5 Moralization legitimation

Most of the articles present the perspectives loérotountries’ media in moralization legitimation;
after all it might be questionable to publish deicthat comment on how sanctions are morally
justified from a Russian point of view. Thguote 1 which is also presented in authorization
legitimation section refers to norms and how theofean Union chose to act with political
methods on the annexation of Crimea. Violation @fnms and international law is something that
should be punished, but without violence.

Thequote 2shows two different strategies which are moralmatnd authorization. Barack
Obama comments that it is not right to invade ottwemtries. Theuote 3has Angela Merkel as a
reference and this is authorization strategy, h@wéwere is also moralization strategy used because

LIS

of reference to “world order” “violate internatidriaw” “nothing can justify the annexation”. These
could be also interpreted being authorization sgias since order and law are referred to. In the
quote 4 the French President F. Hollande says that anioexatas illegal which means that
sanctions will last until the peace terms are mativwere agreed in Minsk, Belarus. Tdugote 5
concerns the counter-sanctions and it is said ithet a way of protecting national economic

interests of Russia.

1“Sebastian Kurz, head of Ministry of Foreign Affabf Austria “Not only Russia but also the memhafrs
the EU would suffer from sanctions and anti-samstidHowever the European Union didn'’t close itsseye
this conflict. We had to react taolation of norms of international law and we didthis not with power
but political methods, with sanctions (Kommersant 30.09.2014)

2“At the final press conferencBarack Obama called the condition for easing the sanctions ciiire the
change in Moscow's policy towards Ukraine. Accogdito him, "the US will adhere to th&ey
international principles, one of which is that you cannot invade other ¢oes" Accusing Moscow of
supplying arms and financial support to the setfetaimed republics in eastern Ukraine, Barack Obama
said: "Russia must choose a different path.” (Komsaet 17.11.2014)

3“The chancellor of Germany A. Merkel yesterdayidiig criticized politics of Russia in the Ukrainign
course. Merkel announced in Bundestage, that 'ectmf Russian Federation questisorld order in
Europe and violaténternational law". According to her, "nothing can justify the anatign of Crimea of

excuse direct or indirect participation of Russiathie fighting in Donetsk and Lugansk.".”(Kommensan
27.11.2014)

4“The position of France was very clearly statedHrgsident Hollande. Sanctions were imposed so|that
they could be taken off someday. And they shouldaken off after the implementation of the Minsk

agreements. We don’t accepinexation of Crimea which we think is illegal So, some sanctions will stay
in power.” (Kommersant 15.01.2015)

5“Accordingly, measures to limit food import frorhe EU are not sanctions — it is our right to prbtec
national economic interests and fight against urtfampetition".” (Kommersant 15.10.2014)
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4.2.6 Moralization delegitimation

It is interesting that moralization delegitimaticstrategy was almost missing in extracted
Kommersant articles similarly as Talouselama ladkedview of moralization delegitimation. The
guote 1presents a comment on sanctions not having jaiskifigrounds — it is a reference to justice,
to what is considered being good and decent. quate 2 reminds that the meaning of economic
sanctions is not a plan to make Russian econorfiylljocollapse — it is not in accordance with the
common good. After all Russia would not be ablestabilize the situation in Ukraine if its

economy is ruined as states the Foreign Minist&erimany in the comment below.

1“State Duma Speaker Sergei Naryshkin at a meatinthe Presidential Committee of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) demandeavithdraw from the "silent position" on the crisis
Ukraine and economic sanctions against the Rug®deration. The head of the Duma Committee on §orgei
Affairs, Alexei Pushkov, told Kommersant that it ngcessary to resume the dialogue, first of alif the
European colleagudsave no grounds for prolonging the sanctions agaihshe Russian delegationto the
PACE. [..] The State Duma speaker is not satisfighl the absence of the PACE position on sanctitmhjch
have no justifiable grounds. (Kommersant 3.9.2014)

2“Let’'s remind the decision about tightening saows$i became reaction to "illegitimate"”, from the Vées
point of view, elections in Donbass in Novemb&t [2] Frank-Walter Steinmeier warned yesterday traits
for new sanctions against the Russian Federatiditate a "dangerous misunderstanding” of the curren
situation. According to him, the purpose of sandighould not be to inflict economic harm on thes$tan
Federation. An isolated, economically weakened Russia will ndie able to contribute to stabilization in
Ukraine, or it can become a great danger for itself andotbers, so | cannot recommend this way," he said.”
(Kommersant 28.11.2014)

4.3 Comparing the journals

The similarities in discourses of Russian and Finsh economic journal

Some articles presented in Kommersant indicate ttietEuropean countries would not want the
sanctions to be implemented due to economic Idssethe decision on sanctions’ implementation
have been made in the Euro-committee in Brussdls tive support from the US. These arguments
are similar to the ones presented in Talouselamig. dasier to mitigate the responsibility of the
decision making by mentioning that on national lahe decisions could be made differently but
the European Union is forcing other EU countriesripose sanctions on Russia.

The rationalization legitimation strategy used Tialouselama presents discourse such as
“there’s no sense starting a new cold war”. Thisansethat sanctions will replace other methods

which could cause or be interpreted as a war. th purnals with rationalization delegitimation
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strategy the rational basis of imposing sanctioesevguestioned. This might be because history has
showed that sanctions rarely reach the set goalsdBs economic sanctions harm the economy of
the sender country as well by decreasing exports stapping new business negotiations and
contracts, especially Finnish exports to Russia laminess relations with Russia are influential
reasons why Talouselama presents economic sanetitiegitimate in many articles. Here is the
delegitimation example from Kommersant which haationalization and also authorization

strategy used:

“The sanctions which EU and Russia imposed onehanawill make the situation even worse. Former sian of
finance of Russia Alexei Kudrin forecasts possi®nomic losses about 50 milliard euros a yearonfihersant,
28.08.2014)

Besides, the Russian point of view in rational@atiegitimation in Talouselamé was also presented
which is the same as in Kommersant: sanctions Reksia to be more self-sufficient for example
in agriculture. Of course the reaction to the eooiccsanctions may depend on the position how the
country is situated in the current sanctions dissesl — Russia was the “target” for imposed
sanction which naturally makes its attitude moréedsive. It was surprising that in Kommersant
authorization delegitimation the President of Raddadimir Putin was not referred to and many of
the references were European Prime Ministers arfdwa Russian ministers. In Kommersant
authorization legitimation strategy has many raefees to the United States and the President

Obama for example:

“Obama signed a new act”

“The congress asks the US to help Kiev”

“Sanctions demonstrate the power of the US”

“Obama threatened Russia with new sanctions

“The president of the US gives the right to impsagections”

“The president of the United States has the rigltpose sanctions on foreign citizens and comgahie

Talouselama’s authorization legitimation stratetppdas many references to the United States but
also A. Merkel, the Chancellor of Germany. Onlyea ftimes the Finnish Prime Minister, Foreign
Minister and the European Parliament were mentior@@de could think that Merkel or the

European Parliament would be mentioned more oftecalise of geographical location and



57

important opinion influencer within the EU but ktihe United States was often referred as in
Kommersant authorization legitimation.

Talouselama authorization delegitimation inclu@eticles in which for example the Russian
President Putin commented that economic sanctienaa useful and they will not be left without
a proper answer (counteractions). Some personhbrazdtion strategy was present, for example
when the French President Hollande discussed tise@iwar ship deal which would be costly for
France if that deal had to be cancelled. Kommensetéad presented authorization delegitimation

strategy only a few times in interviews of differ&uropean presidents or ministers.
The differences in discourses of Russian and Finfiseconomic journal

Moralization legitimation strategy was a bit diet — in Finnish journal majority of the extracted
articles was sharing the idea that it is morallyong to attack another country and violate
international democratic values and principles, nvimeKommersant this was not an argument that
could be found. Otherwise some moralization del@gition strategy presents in Kommersant that
there is no right base for sanctions, ordinary pewfll suffer not only in Russia but also in th&l E
It is said that the United States wants to showwatser with these sanctions. Other measures which
Russia imposed on e.g. the US and the EU are cotechém Kommersant as follows: “counter-
sanctions are not called sanctions because theyuargue acts of protection of national economic
interests and of a fight against unhealthy comipetit

One argument in Kommersant presented the idea iliddting Russia with economic
sanctions does not help solving the Ukrainian €risloralization delegitimation was not present in
Talouselama; after all it would be questionableresent the idea in a Finnish business journal that
sanctions are illegitimate when the common opingohow the annexation is morally wrong and

against international principles.

Talouselama Legitimation Delegitimation =~ Kommersant Legitimation Delegitimation

Rationalization No war, Russia: Economic losses Rationalization Russian agriculture Sanctions rarely reach
more self- will be more self- the set goals
sufficient sufficient
agriculture

Authorization Personal: Putin, Hollande  Authorization Obama, Sergei Reference to European
Obama, Merkel Lavrov Presidents/Ministers
Impersonal: the
law

Moralization Freedom, = Moralization World order, Isolating Russia doesn’t
democracy, international law, solve the Ukraine
international norms Crisis
principles

Table: Summarized legitimation strategies in Tadtéuma and Kommersant
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The following chapters present the results of themand textual analysis to acquire a deeper
understanding on sanction discourse in Talouseldiére were some repeated “hot topics” and

keywords in the Finnish journal Talouselama.

4.4 Thematic and textual analysis of Talouselama

Thematic analysis

The topics of sanctions discourses related to the@ean Union are all sharing the idea of pro-
sanctions as “sanctions complement”, which was atgge seven times in the articles, "new

sanctions” and "stricter sanctions” five times. iBles “new sanctions” was mentioned four times
and “expanding the [sanction/ black] list” twice the US related news. Russia related news
consisted of discourse as follows: “Germany (Méerkie European Union and the United States

threatened Russia with extra sanctions” which wastraned three times.

Legitimation Discourse topic Referenceg

The European Union “sanctions complement” & "nancions”| 12

The European Union “stricter sanctions”

The United States “new sanctions” 4
The United States “expanding the [sanction/ blaisk] 2
Russia “extra sanctions against Russia” 3

The table below includes discourse category “navetsans” where the EU related articles are most

presented.

20 Legitimation

15 -
10 - .
B New sanctions
N B
0 = T T -_\
EU us RU

Different quotes from Russian media how Russiadtsagcepting the sanctions were repeated three

times in Talouselama. Lastly “sanctions are notpingl anyone” was two times mentioned.
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Sanctions news related to Finland is more conceabedt how economic sanctions would hurt the
Finnish economy. Topics which were mentioned mame$ are “negative effects on Finnish
business” four times; “direct influence on the kgimeconomy” and “indirect influence” were both

mentioned two times.

Delegitimation | Discourse topic Referenceg
Russia “not accepting the sanctions” 3

Russia “sanctions are not helping” 2

Finland “negative effects” 4

Finland “direct influence” & “indirect influence” 4

The table below includes discourse category of atigg effects” caused by the economic sanctions

where the Russia related articles are most pregente

Delegitimation

. l H Negative effects
Fl RU

o N B O

From the list above can be seen that discoursds asi¢new sanctions” and “complement of the
black list” appear many times almost in every cognategory, a little less in the Finnish category
than the rest. In German category there were noleasly same topics repeating, but the change in
attitudes can be tracked to July’'s Malaysia Aiingane crash. For example, these sentences are

from the journal’s news:

“Many German mega corporations are against thetisast
“Russia-sanctions affect German economic growth”
“Merkel has moved to support the stricter sanctions

“Germany is preparing for multiple sanctions”
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Textual analysis

| also used a textual analysis by categorizinged#vant nouns, verbs, and phrases or metaphors
into their own categories. Many nouns related tonemic sanction show that negative words are
used as follows:

* mode of pressure

» fear of revenge

* threat

» stricter economic sanctions

» conquest of Crimea

» differences of opinions

* new, more powerful economic sanctions

Verbs are following the same pattern that theyganige negative and show the relations between the
“Western world” and Russia.

 will be judged

* to revenge

» will be costly

* is not going to accept

* crisis is escalating

* has decided to punish

* has warned

* has replied aggressively

+ attitudes have become more intense

* to calm down the escalated situation

There is a metaphor used in one of the news astitde example this with military language:

“Germany is ready to launch the hard ammo in theebaf economic weapons”

“War of words” is getting stronger”

First journalist describes what has happened rgcéifite war of words is accelerating between Russia
and the ‘Western countries’. The federal chancedioiGermany Angela Merkel is threatening the
country [Russia] with economic sanctions — and Rudsclared it is threatening back with counter-

sanctions. When Russia annexed Crimea in Marchhehdline of the first article was distinctive for
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using words ‘war of words’. By using this word tipessibility of some kind of war is already
represented. The reader is provided with an imjoress fierce and aggressive conversations between
Russia and ‘the rest of Western world'. It can lnticed that before the actual imposition of the
economic sanctions in the early March many verbkd usthe articles about economic sanctions against
Russia are negative or worried such as “would estrikto warn”,“are harming” and “cannot be

accepted”.

“Russian sources speculate that if Russia is dibiagounter-sanctions it might swipe away 10 ye&esconomic growth.”
(Talouselaméa 13.3.2014)

“Germany is ready to go further in economic sanestiaand “sanctions are already biting: Russian @migs’ money pipes

will be closed”.

To sum up, in the thematic analysis of Talousel&me#v sanctions” discourse was the most dominant
among the European Union, the United States ansid&redated news for legitimation. In delegitimatio
Finnish and Russian related news were common hélliscourse “negative effects on the economy”.
Textual analysis consisted of many negative aggleagive nouns and verbs which show how the
aftermath of the annexation of Crimea was presentede news before and at the same time of the
imposition of economic sanctions on Russia. The clepter is discussion which will conclude themmai

topics of the present study.
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5 DISCUSSION

This master’'s thesis introduced the key conceptsinstitutional change, legitimacy and
(de)legitimation strategies — which are rationdi@a authorization, moralization and
narrativization. These discursive legitimation &gges are used for obtaining legitimacy or
illegitimacy for institutional change. Besides thbove mentioned also a brief introduction to
economic sanctions was provided in the presentystlide methodology chapter explained the
concept of discourse analysis and the method sfdtiical discourse analysis. This was followed
by an empiric part which explained the resultshaf analysis on how sanctions against Russia are
legitimized in business news media. This thesis a@va®en to gain more understanding of economic
sanctions and their nature in the Finnish-Russoenext.

The focus of the present study was to find out Boanomic sanctions are seen and discussed
in the popular economic journals in the sender ttguand in the country that is imposed sanctions
on. This was done by examining the discursive d#iteation strategies and discourses in the
chosen journals. The results revealed the twoestarn the legitimation process of the sanctions
against Russia, from Finnish and Russian persgectiFurthermore the empiric part briefly
introduced the results of thematic and textual yiglon Finnish journal Talouselama to gain a
more profound understanding on the Finnish data.

Van Leeuwen and Wodak (1999), Vaara & Monin (20i#ye presented discursive strategies
which could also be found in the extracted artidéshe present study. However there are other
strategies as well such as normalization and mamation which were not visible in the articles
therefore they were left out from the theory pMfagra & Monin 2010). The legitimacy in the
articles is established through discursive legitiora strategies which are most commonly
rationalization and authorization. The analysisesded that rationalization was the most dominant
strategy in delegitimation in both journals. Autization instead was the most dominant strategy in

both journals in legitimation. However, it depends the journal whether the strategy was
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delegitimation or legitimation. For instance, in Rian Kommersant legitimation moralization

strategy was not presented — after all Russiamautid not recommend imposing sanctions on
Russia based on moral reasons and the other way moith Finnish Talouselama, which would not

write about turning down the sanctions due to mgasoning.

Delegitimation strategies were present in manglag in both journals. Kommersant presents
the idea that sanctions are not useful accordiaggémeral opinion of Russia and sanctions cannot
stop Russia’s actions, the annexation of Crinkestitutional change requires legitimacy, a public
approval that the actions are proper and valuasie€Suchman (1995) states. In this case economic
sanctions were considered as an appropriate wpsoteeed after Crimea was annexed. The results
prove that even though economic sanctions are laiforfall the members of the current situation
they are still imposed if something “illegal enotidtas happened, especially violation of human
rights or a sovereign country’s integrity.

The results of the critical discourse analysiswshbat Finnish discourse highlights the
rational reasoning of sanctions harming the econohtlye sender country and the receiver country.
However along the European Union Finland imposastgms, after all the annexation of Crimea is
against the international principles of integrity @ sovereign state. The Russian discourse
emphasizes the fact how economic sanctions willafigct the foreign policy of Russia, actually
many quotes show that some authorities explain iRuss become stronger due to imposed
sanctions which will make Russia to activate in dstic food producing industries.

How the economic sanctions are legitimized andgreed in the chosen business news media
then? Sanctions are reactions towards illegal idevand within institutional change they are
working as a threat or a punishment. The realitycasstructed using different discourses on
economic sanctions, for example that the sendantopis interested in participating in the politics
of the targeted country (see for instance Hufbaamed)that the sender country is willing to saceific
possible economic relations with the targeted agueten though business between the countries
often deteriorates. Even though sanctions were segbdogether with many sender countries on
Russia, there are e.g. economic lobbers and misigteo are against them due to economic losses.
Sanctions are harming the economies of many Europeantries, especially smaller countries
which do business with Russia, such as Finlandfaisds presented in the both journals, especially
in Talouselama.

The first round of sanctions was imposed in M&0h4 after Crimea was annexed to Russia.
| discovered after analyzing news articles thatgéeeral view for the European Union and the US
is that “they do what has to be done for solving thisis”. However, the opinion on economic

sanctions is not unite in Europe, for example, s@oenomic lobbers in Germany, France and
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United Kingdom and some of the southern EU coumtsguggling with economy are strictly
against the sanctions furthermore Poland and thigcB@untries want stricter measures probably
because of their history under communist rule. #swsaid in Talouselama that Germany's
chancellor Angela Merkel has been a balancing cheran between the argument with Russia
against “the other Western world”. The journalsegithe impression that the European Union
(mostly Germany and France), Russia and USA areoties to solve the Ukraine problem;
Ukraine’s official opinion is not as often presehees the other European countries’ opinion in the
economic sanctions related discourses.

Many European countries including Finland areidfid the economic sanctions to weaken
their business competitiveness. Finnish and Freapihion presented in Talouselamé could be
interpreted as follows: “we have to impose sanatieven though they are hurting our economies”.
Sometimes France and Finland are presented as epigoior the sanctions because France had a
major ship deal with Russia which could be threatedue to sanctions and because Finland’s
exporting, for example, dairy products to Russiasudfering. At first when the possibility of
sanctions is introduced, there are no complaintswhen the actual sanctions are imposed by
several countries, especially Finland express aosdeow the sanctions would affect negatively on
Finnish economy. Furthermore, many economic inib@es and representatives were against
sanctions.

After the Malaysia Airlines airplane was shot dowmrthe territory of Eastern Ukraine in July
more sanctions were imposed on Russia by the EU Wadduring August and September.
Discourse dramatically changed after that incidemd Finland among other European countries
changed their opinions on the need of stricter tiams At first Finland was considering whether it
is useful to impose sanctions because it is hutiiegexports but after the plane crash headlines
turned into “sanctions are inevitable” and Finlawds also more eager to impose economic
sanctions on Russia to stop the war in Easternitdki@nd the annexation of Crimea.

However in August 2014 the Russian counter-sanstiavhich were imposed on dairy
products, caught a lot of media attention in Tadt@sa. The Finnish company Valio’s export dairy
products to the Russian market were targeted waithaego. Meantime Russian ruble was declining
which caused the disappearance of bigger Russianistogroups in Finland (Yle Uutiset
5.12.2014). Consequently this had an impact onRimmish economy — affecting the overall
atmosphere how to perceive imposing the econonnmictiegs against Russia.

Finnish or other Western companies planning tbaginess with Russia or operate in Russia
can learn from these results that Russia as a lkewgatry can be independent what comes to

production of different industries. Even thoughdandustry is not Russia’s core industry — oil and
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metal production is, so international companiesafpgy in Russia should keep in mind that many

times political issues can overturn economic irgese

5.1 Contributions, limitations and further research

The study focus is unique and it gives new inforamafrom Russian and Finnish points of view on
the discussion of economic sanctions imposed orsiRushe information which the present study
provides can be applied in political and internaiorelations studies as well as international
business and communication studies. Ability to reaedia texts critically and understand the
different strategies behind the texts is importanteveryone, especially for people working within
media, and for example journalists could find thiesis useful for understanding discursive
legitimation strategies in Finnish and Russian exint

This thesis could act as a basis for future studieere an American economic journal could
also be studied using critical discourse analysisootent analysis to get even wider perspective on
legitimation strategies of the economic sanctiogairest Russia. Unfortunately, there was a time
limit and therefore it was beyond the scope ofghesent study to incorporate the American view.
Furthermore neither English nor Russian are my srditngues, however | take full responsibility
of the translations in the extracted articles.

If 1 could do something differently in the presestudy | could focus on fewer articles for
more precise critical discourse analysis, howeweform a “bigger picture” on the discourses
during one year requires many articles. Textual @ednatic analysis could be also conducted in
future studies to find out how sanctions discussiare formed in word level with a chronologically
ordered “discursive event history database” (Maguir Hardy 2009) as “who said what, and

when”.
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APPENDICES

Talouselamé rationalization delegitimation

“Now we should think first of all that we try toflnence Russia with sanctions, then our own conmgsaare suffering
relatively the most. (says Pertti Korhonen, Manggbirector of Outotec's Mining and Metal Industryechnology
Provider)” (Talouselama 8.8.2014)

“What bothers me is that we impose sanctions oeseyoghurt and peaches but gas is bought as asugbu can. If we
really want to use sanctions effectively, we needtdp Ukraine’s ammunition business to Russiadlqliselama 5.9.2014)

“Sberbank said on their press release that is doesave any part in geopolitical processes. Addhmg bank to the
sanction’s list is €rushing the foundation of global finance systenmand it does not help solving the European cijisis
caused by the Ukrainian situation”. Sherbank remitinéht its stocks are listed in the world’s leadsbgck market over 1/8
banks’owning is in Europe and the US and that the company G&@s0Q0owners According to theFinancial Times
another bank, VTB, which also got into sanctiohdays that theecisions are against the European democratic valge
"the Europeans are working against their own bénefi obey the wishes of their colleagues acrosss#a”. By this
comment the bank possibly refers to the US. (TalEumsa 1.8.2014)

“According to the Wall Street Journal magazine,esallarge German companies are opposed to econsanictions
against Russia. This is for example the technotmgypany Siemens, the automaker Volkswagen and ¢hutsbhe Bank
According to theanonymous sourcesnterviewed by the WSJ, the German rulers haven beereasingly contacted by
business executives who are calling for non-impmsitThe companies are concernbdt business relations with Russig
will suffer from them.Some German businessmemave spoken in public. For example, former headaimler's
automaker Eckhard Cordes said that the crisis dhbal solved peacefully at the negotiating tablerd€s currently
manages Ostauschuss, who is lobbying for the Geiindustry in Eastern Europe. The demands of thénbss world
create pressure on German decision-makers, writ§. Berman Chancellor Angela Merkel has repeatedly criticize
Russia's efforts in Eastern Ukraine and warnedytivernment of "serious consequences" if it doeshahge its activities,
Merkel has, however, stopped calling for wider emuit sanctions. Germany is not the only Europeamty that is
unwilling to increase sanctions. At least Italy &bickece are also trying to refrain from them. Theaaly weak economies
are afraid of further suffering if trading with Raia becomes more difficult.” (Talouselama 2.5.2014)

(o

“Russia has answered aggressively to the sancippeoved by the EU. According to the EU observesdian political
leaders announced that due to sanctions Brusselstting barrels for wider co-operation e.g. onrgneolitics. "It is
irrational and irresponsible step, which leads itadly to the price rising in the European energrkets”, was said in th
announcement. According to Russia the so calledl thiep sanctions are affecting EU’'s economy thmesavay as
Russia’s. According to the government of Russial&b US to influence its decisions too much.” (Telelama 31.7.2014

D

“The EU is thinking about tightening the sanctiomposed on Russia because the situation in Ukra@senot improved
One option is the ending of Russia and EU-count@sperative funding programs. Border cooperatiagmms are ong
of them and Finland has three of those with Russdhalf of the funding comes from the EU. “For lst few days | have
done almost round the clock work to avoid thesetsams that would strike the border cooperative knoetween Finlang
and Russia, and Russia and the rest of the Eurogeam”, said Stubb to HS. If all the border pragsawere frozen
Finland would lose some benefits worth of 200 milleuros.” (Talouselama 16.7.2014)

O— D

“Aleksey Meshkoy Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russiaederation, says that Russia would lose 50 billion
dollars next year due to EU sanctions. Russia agi@dU to remove the sanctions, tells Businessiénsif EU removes
the sanctions, Russia could do the same, says MesHRalouselama 1.2.2014)




Talouseldma rationalization legitimation

It was written that the restriction of import of Eblade of products is not sanctions but “it is aghtrto protect
national economic interests and a fight againseatihy competition” (Talouselama 15.10.2014)

“The President of Russia Vladimir Putin says tiat t/nited States and the European Unions imposestisas
could be also good thing for the Russian economysifiess Insider) “True, the restriction of impogticertain

consumer goods from Europe and U®ree us to produce them by ourselvésPutin says. Putin means thiat

economic sanctions are helping Russia to activatew industries.” (Talouselama)
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Rationalization legitimation “According to Anatoly Aksakowice Chairman of the Duma Finance Committee,

Russia should have imposed import sanctions eadierording toRia Novosti. “We import already 50 9
products but it does not mean that our countryoispmoducing these products. It means that thesdugts —
which usually are bad quality and bad for health— the price is lower. “Actually we should have dathis

already long time ago, not because of sanctiongdptotect ouritizens and their health” Russia has today

published its own list of counter-sanctions as asma&r to the western sanctions. It is rejectingarhpf fruit,

vegetable, meat, fish milk and dairy products fréhe US, the EU, Australia, Canada and Norway.

(Talouselama 7.8.2014)

Talousel&mé&authorization legitimation

“Both Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt and Littmian Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius demanded a

military embargo that would almost certainly bae tmplementation of the agreement of France. "Wailsh
have had an arms embargo some time ago," Bildtttottie New York Times before the meeting. "It ibi
difficult to defend delivering arms to Russia itstBituation”. On Monday, however, French Presideancois
Hollande was of the opinion that the first agreeatship would be delivered to Russia under an ageaém
October. "There are currently no sanctions to predelivery, and Russia has paid [the ship]," Hudla said tg
the newspaper, "the cancellation of the contraailtvoost France EUR 1.1 billion." France has a Misship
deal that affects how they will react to new santdi” (Talouselama 22.7.2014)

“The President of United States Bard@@kama and German Chancellor Angela Merkel saidn their joint
press release that Russia has to stop supportpayagests so that the Ukrainian elections can lyardzed

without obstacles. “If elections cannot be orgadizge don't have any other option than impose more
sanctions”,Obama saidaccording to Bloomberdverkel says being ready to support the US. The next step

would be imposing sanctions on economic sector sichanks and energy industry. Sanctions would:taffe
much more European countries than the US.” (Taléos 2.5.2014)
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Kommersant moralization delegitimation

“State Duma Speaker Sergei Naryshkin at a meetinthe Presidential Committee of the Parliamentary

Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) demandedavithdraw from the "silent position" on the crisis

Ukraine and economic sanctions against the Rus®deration. The head of the Duma Committee on §orei

Affairs, Alexei Pushkov, told Kommersant that itnigcessary to resume the dialogue, first of alt the
European colleagues have no grounds for prolorthi@ganctions against the Russian delegation tBAGE.

Yesterday, the State Duma speaker met with PACH Aeme Brasser and took part in the meeting ofstie
called presidential committee of the Parliamentasgembly. Then Mrs. Brasser declared to Kommerdaait
they would like to discuss with Naryshkin in the ®&A possible formats for continuing the dialoguecdtie
after the transition of the Crimea under the judsdn of the Russian Federation, PACE colleagu=sised
Russia of "violating the territorial integrity ofkthine" and deprived the delegation of the RusBEiageration
of the right to vote.

Both events were closed. "We expressed surprisd*#h@E took a silent position regarding the bloadgis in
Ukraine, does not use its voice to stop the fithg' State Duma speaker said after the meeting.isNbe
satisfied with the absence of the PACE positiosamnctions, "which have no justifiable grounds" ¢anber of
French deputies and businessmen supported himhigtipoint of view on economic sanctions against
Russian Federation,).

From the statement of Mrs. Brasser PACE head Armmass®r At the same time, the head of the PACEssite
that she does not agree with Sergei Naryshkin tatdecision to deprive representatives of the iBng
Federation of the right to vote in the organizatieras done in violation of democratic norms." Thasitions
of the sides in regard to what is happening in tiad..].

The head of the Russian delegation to the PACHgs&le Pushkov, does not consider the past negotfatm
be a failure: "They are planning a plan for theinetof the voting right of the Russian delegatioiPACE." Up
to this point, he explained to Kommersant, the Rlegation refused to participate in the work of B&CE
commissions, but already in September the State eDdaputy Olga Borzova will make a report to

the

2}

he

commission on social issues. At the beginning @f Work the delegation of the Russian Federation was

insisted in the PACE presidential committee, assédexei Pushkov. In January 2015, "sanctions agahe
delegation will be nullified,” and the powers ofetfiRussian Federation will be fully restored, if ane
advocates the extension of sanctions, so we neeckéte a "political atmosphere so that this dedires not

arise.". Asked by Kommersant what arguments thesiBosdelegation will use, Sergei Naryshkin said:e"W

will continue to explain that the truth is on oides” (Kommersant 3.9.2014)

“Let's remind the decision about tightenisgnctions becamereaction to "illegitimate", from the Weste
point of view, elections in Donbass in Novemb&t @nd the build-up of military forces by the militi the
expense of support from the Russian FederatiomkFvéalter Steinmeier warned yesterday that caltsnfon
sanctions against the Russian Federation indicdt@aagerous misunderstanding” of the current sidnat
According to him, the purpose of sanctions shoutbe to inflict economic harm on the Russian Fatilen.
"An isolated, economically weakened Russia will betable to contribute to stabilization in Ukraioe it can
become a great danger for itself and for others|, sannot recommend this way," he said.” (Kommets
28.11.2014)

an



Kommersant authorization legitimation

“Thus, the president of the United States is entitled tonipose sanctionson foreign citizens and
companies who invest in projects Russian fuel aragy complex TEK on unconventional oil productio
and receives broad authority to impose new regriston the export of equipment for the Russiah dnel
energy sector. In accordance with the hile US president “should” impose additional sanctios
against Gazprom if he decides that Gazprom takes guiificant volumes of gas [..] from Ukraine,
Moldova and Georgia. In addition, the bill oblighe US president to impose restrictions on comzaofe
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n,

the Russian military-industrial complex if Russiatg arms on any territory "without the appropriate

permission from the internationally recognized gaweent of that country." Thus, the reason for inipgs
sanctions may be the deployment of weapons in tiree2.” The head of the Duma International Affai

rs

Committee, Alexei Pushkov, in a conversation witbninersant, described the US bill as "the lggal

formulation of a new unilateral cold war, "whichajds the rejection of those states that were ase&

relations with Russia." At the same time, the depatpressed his confidence that "the bill giving th

executive power a carte blanche for any hostil@masttowards Russia, other than the use of armexddq
cannot be called declarative." “The Head of Stratl@amous American political scientist George Fniech

told to Kommersant about the causes of Ukrainiasiscr- In your opinion what is the idea in American
sanctionsRussian authoritiestalk about US wanting to change tlegime. -- The goal of sanctions is that

with minimum risk to the US and some other EuropEaion’s countries to harm Russia capitulated
American requirementd.he sanctions demonstrate the power of the U$.do not think that the main

goal of the US is the regime change in Russia. Timeain goal was to limit the space of the Russian

authorities' maneuver, which we observeBut other factors also played a role here, sich decline in
the Russian economy, a drop in the price of o{Kbmmersant 19.12.2014)

“'Barack Obama signed the act on new limits agaiistsia, but the implementation of it was postpor

US President Barack Obama signed the Congresseatidptt to Support Freedom of Ukraine", which

on

ed

provides for the provision of assistance to Kiew dhe imposition of new sanctions against Moscpw.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov warned thgs law could "permanently undermine the
opportunities for normal interaction" between Mosc@nd Washington. Reminding, the document

describesin which cases the US president "should" toughen sations against Gazprom and
companies of the Russian military-industrial comple&. In addition, the law provides a wide range
criteria, guided by whichithe head of the White House "has the right" to inttoduce additional

restrictions with regard to the Russian fuel and eargy and financial sectors.As Kommersant has

already reported, unlike the extremely rigid iditi@rsion, most of the formulations of the finalrsien of
the law are of a permissive or recommendatory eatum addition, the White House, according

of

to

Kommersant sources close to the US administratimtained an exemption from the document on |the

codification of sanctions currently in force agaitiee Russian Federation. If this provision remdiimethe

text, all the temporary sanctions imposed by the RI8sident on Russia would become permarient.

According to the interlocutors of "Kommersant", ti& will mitigate sanctions only simultaneously hwit

the EU countries. "So we will demonstrate unity awad allow a situation in which one or the othertpa
will get commercial advantages (from renewing caapen with Russia). American officials explain.an

interview with France 24, Sergei Lavrov said thabddow will respond to the law signed by the US

president, depending on how it will be applied iagtice. At the same time, tRussian Foreign Minister
added that he has "very serious reasons to believahat with the help of sanctions the West is trying

to achieve destabilization and a regime change inuUgsia. Representatives of the US administratjon

refute this."” (Kommersant 20.12.2014)
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Kommersant rationalization legitimation

“EU countries began to speak out about the extensib restrictive measures against Russia.
Chancellor of Austria Werner Faymann announcedeydat/ that European countries are not intereste
the collapse of the Russian economy. Neverthethese is no unity in the EU in this respect. Witlrdh
criticism of the prospects for tightening sanctiagainst Russia, Austrian Chancellor Werner Faym
spoke in an interview with the Sunday edition af thaily newspaper OsterreichVhen we build a new
wall that cuts off the Russian economy, we cut theranch on which we sit" the chancellor warned
saying that he had recently talked about the paispler a way out of the crisis with Russian Presid
Vladimir Putin. Already imposed sanctions, he, hegre called correct, recalling that they were taksra
retaliatory measure. A number of other Europeaitipi@ins have come forward from similar positions
recent days. Concerabout the danger of destabilizing the situation inRussia amid European
sanctions was expresseby the Foreign Ministers of Germany and DenmankrWalter Steinmeier an
Martin Lidegaard. However the prime minister ofytdatteo Renzi announcedttirope should be strict
and answer to unacceptable happenings for examplehat is happening in Ukraine. But Russia has
strategic meaning for Italy and Europe.We need to find common ground, even though nobbdge
days is interested iputting Russia down on her knees”*We need to hold the current sanctions until
Russian Federation will change its behavior ang siggression towards Ukraine”, -- announ@&eiish
prime minister David Cameron. "Speeches by the leaders of Italy and Austrianatgust a continuatio
of traditional rhetoric in favor of or against Riggsbut also aational consequence of long-term econon
interests,"Sergei Utkin, head of strategic assessments of Cenffor Situation Analysis of the Russian
Academy of Sciencedpld Kommersant.” (Kommersafp.12.2014)

“International sanctions, according to lgor Shuvalmm the government of Russia don't evaluate g
prohibition to investment and as a short-term woirsg of relations, which negatively affect the ecoy --

rather, analogy for government of the Russian Faer are international sanctions against Chile

South Africa in the 70s. That said sanctions, atiogrto Igor Shuvalov, also, provided the presidef
Russian Federation a new support of society ('‘@myi people do not perceive sanctions with Putiay 1
take it as an attack on Russia”) support can be asea resource for structural reforms.” (Kommetrg
24.01.2015)

“Russians are ready along the patriotic euphorigatgrifice wellbeing over the national idea, -- alfe

The
din

ann

the

nIC

and

an

professor of sociology faculty VSE (Higher SchoblEwonomics) Aleksander Demidov — the line of the

party is more important than some food product$é Ppositive relation towards Russian sanctionshen
West — it is consequence of patriotic movement pighaganda, according to political scientists Qijg
Dobromelov. The authorities said that product embargo allows naonal agriculture to become more
developed and it is also an answer to the economicar which the West declared to Russiahe

reminds. According to the political scientist badlig Russian people accustomed to that price vallug

and now the price rising will “even have a positdbgmnotation” — Russia tries to develop its agtimé and
compete with the West.” Mister Dobromelov claimattithe reaction to the sanctions will change if

course of ruble declines and the same time pritpsoalucts rise. (Kommersant, 02.10.2014)
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“EU countries began to speak out about the extansigestrictive measures against Russia. Nevershe
there is no unity in the EU in this respect. Witrsh criticism of the prospects for tightening smms
against Russia, Austrian Chancellor Werner Faynspuke in an interview with the Sunday edition of
daily newspaper OsterreichVhen we build a new wall that cuts off the Russiaeconomy, we cut the
branch which we sit on" the chancellor warned, saying that he had récéaiked about the prospects f
a way out of the crisis with Russian President Wad Putin. Already imposed sanctions, he, howe
called correct, recalling that they were taken asetaliatory measure. A number of other Europ
politicians have come forward from similar posioin recent days. Concembout the danger of
destabilizing the situation in Russia amid Europearsanctions was expresseldy the Foreign Ministers
of Germany and Denmark Frank-Walter Steinmeier ldadtin Lidegaard. However the prime minister
Italy Matteo Renzi announcedetirope should be strict and answer to unacceptablaappenings for
example what is happening in Ukraine. But Russia astrategic meaning for Italy and Europe.We
need to find common ground, even though nobodyethlays is interested putting Russia down on her
knees”.
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Kommersant rationalization delegitimation

“In Moscow it's considered that the new wave of d@ms imposed by western countries on Russi
“counterproductive” and has “cynical character’ia(\Russian newspaper ITAR-TAS®eputy head of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation Grigorij Karasin said that "there is no sense to t3
with Russia with sanctions” he then continues tisanctions will help us gather ourselves and in ¢hd
Russia will have moreffective economy’ (Kommersant;30.07.2014)

“The business circles of the EU meanwhile contitmu@ppose the sanctions speaking almost in onesv
Vice President of the Italian ENI, Ferlenga, heddhe Russian branch of the Confindustria Assooiatf
Italian Entrepreneurs, wrote to the president efabsociation Giorgio Svinci early in Septembedi tAour
members are deeply concerned by the escalatidmeadnflict in the confrontation between Russia el
West, which has already led to significaebnomic losses and weakening of our positions dmetRussian
market” The top manager believes that the losses "willobe structural nature and beneficial to dir
competitors from Europe and China who cooperaté Rtissia." Yesterday in an interview with Rus
Today, he talked about Italy's losses at the le¥€more than € 1 billion". In this case, accordiagthe top
manager, the sanctions will lead "only to the fdélcht Russia will again go on self-sufficiency.
(Kommersant12.09.2014)
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