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Abstract

This paper focusesdaranni sh women’s paramilitary organization ¢
1944. During the Second World War, thousands of members of the organization served as volunteers with the Finnish
The primary data for this studyttonsisf t he organi zation’s magazine, Lott a
the Finnish War Document Archives. This study seeks
We found four representations of the herdiee:3étdier, Body and Holy Sacrifice. While war histories are mainly written
by men and for men, this study is intended to contrib
knowledge of gender in a specific historical context

KeywordsWar , Her oine, Lotta Svard, Finland

1. INTRODUCTION

This paper focuses on the heroine for women in w
organization in Finland and whose members worked as voluntéersshithrthg in the years of the Second

World War. The wartime in Finland continued for nearly five years from 1939 to 1945, with an interval from <
1940 to summer 1941. One part, which is referred to as the Winter War in Finland, fougat big@anst the S

in 193940, was a major historical event that moulded the Finnish spirit. The fact that Finland was able to re
her sovereignty as a result of the war, in contrast to many other small countries, has been considered a mira
many(Takaland Kemppainen,2007)T h e s i gni f-+4nceambceer so fo f' tthhee LLoottttaas '
—on both the war and the home fronts was re(iatkiabieni®B6 Olssof2005a20052005¢Ma k i, n e n

2007 Seila]1975.

In general, a hero is tylyicanderstood to be a man who gains admiration and praise by overcoming dangers il
the accomplishment of whatever task. A hero acts for the good of his people and performs daring acts for the
he pursugsteyrer, 1998)herefore, a hero in a wategbis a man who makes sacrifices and takes great risks

to defend his homeland and its people. While war heroes are understood to be a male phenomenon,

understanding of womanhood traditionally shares the idea that the woman is nurturqigyndentle, cari
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responsible for family and chi(@@mla and Kemppainen, 20Q7particular, most often the role of
mot her hood, which requires not only a close rel

relationship with a child,fisidm ed as t he c ©@beemaandlossels@gl@d6). womanhood

To become a war heroine was not easy for women in the First and Secoridbifésrichibesseen as

having acted specifically at their time in a way that was not in line with traditional gender assumptions a
heroines or even womanhood. Women subverted cultural assumptions about femininity, marriage and mothe
by assumingaththeir place was to be alongside the men performing an active role in(Brassardeffort

2004) In Britain in the Second World War, women were at first prevented from joining the Home Guard. W
they were admitted, in 1943, they were notallearedo fire guns, but only to do support work for the army.
Women in the auxiliary armed forces were not allowed to handle lethal weapons. Women were supposed
mothers, not soldi€ssimmerfield, 2018)heroine was seen to mirror the iddalohtdra community and

popular virtues of women, not participate directly ifHomeyat997\WWar has been a jgminently
‘gendering’ activity, casting thought about sex
gender hondariegFaust, 1990y he literature exploring war heroines is very limited indeed.

The aim of this study is to conceptualize the heroine for women in-domghétedalar environment in

which men are normally viewed as.henoempirical gitative study is conducted with the objective of
exploring how a war heroine was represented and
World WarAdditionally, attributes that were linked to the Lottas and how they were exgeicterdderbeh

to be heroines is explored. In light of the research objective, the study seeks to answer the following main res
questoriow di d the Lotta Sv&rd magazine represent w

War?

As a resarch method we will use content analysis. Content analysis is a flexible method for analysing text d
and useful with our study which aims to describe the concept of a war heroine, on which existing theory is i
The data for this study consastof i cl es and other stories publishec
The data are from-ge@r period from the beginning of 1939 to November 1944, when Finland had lost the we
and the Lotta Svard or gansowcadincloded tivediled docunsetisaohtdee d .

Lotta Svard organization stored in the Finnish V

The contribution of this study is that it provides a female perspedidemawaraditionally thought of as
male(Hayns, 2008)We approach the topic from a geistleical perspective. While war histories are mainly
written by men for men, our study aspires to mak
into their roles in Wleatvad i j &), ZB6 soci al context for our stud
wartime Finland. This weominorganization with its masculine military ideology provides not only an interesting

but an exceptional social context for researching heraides.appgeach to the study motivates us to
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challenge prevailing power relationships, particularly the dominant male perspective on knowledge about and
at war. According to Hayfieesinism is not merely a perspective on research or a wayhaftlomaoliogy

in itself, a way of being in the world. Nor is it a purely subjective or objective ontology, but understood in this
as a way of beingraiwomameini sa waen’'(Hawmnrelsd 2008

The remainder of the paper is organfzerlad o ws . I n the next section we
and women in war, and the ideology and operation
the data and methodology. Finally, we wilfguespnésentatisn deal i ng wi th war hero

organization, and our summary and concluding comments.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Womends History

Women’s history (defined as historical work on w
a oncern about the past and present oppression of women) are (B#ndetifid®89) has been said

that women’s history is writing women back into
dynamics of power and oppres&distovery of heroines and gender ambly$istory of women has three
dimensions. The first, and most obvious, is to locate women in history, recovering their past roles and situa
However, there is no common role or place for womenpandheasevary depending on their social class,

area and time. This leads us to the second dimension, which is to give the history of the period a gel
perspective; for example, women in economic or social life, women in revolution, andvasientliis study

war. The third di mension tells of women’s |lives

live in societies that have changed over the centuries and shaped their story again and again. In this pro
women have wedkin minor positions in society and obtained the right to work and freedom more slowly and la
than men. The church and religion, especially in Catholic Europe, have produced a mentality of a certain ki
which the role of women has been veryHiomtptireys, 1994) | n t hi s study we wil |l

in a war time context in relation to the male soldiers.

Women’s history, in fact, has modi fied the shap
influencing its nesdof explatian through more than 40 years (WalBgrTR2€0irst histories of women in
the 1970s focused on notable individuals i n wome
The agenda of this fiheseminigiimpesatve to fecowemanderestore womenda o r
history, and hence, contribute a voice from their thus far subordinate position in history writing. Maybe the gr
achievement of the gender history pioneers was the development of tbademnogpeciarial rather than

biological sense of a sexual difference. In addition, they noticed that relations between men and women v
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croscul turally and historically, and reseanr'csher s
life stories to the various issues in sq&aldde1993; Walker, 2008).

However, this shift involving gender in other social relations was not accepted by researchers who saw the
pri mary goal of wo men’ s e otters,con the tontrary, considdred thate n
hi storians should rethink the issue Rose 1999)cus on

New subjects for women’'s history writingesemer ge:
and methodologies in gender history. This phase is known as the linguistic turn in history analysis. Langt
discourses and representations were used to reveal power relationships and g&vdkeid @R)s

Women’' s e xper édreeunderst®d in arderttotrace measings and discourses that had constructed
masculinity and femininity over time. Gender was seen as a constitutive element of social relationships bas
perceived differences between the sexes, and as a prirsayyifyng otlationships of pdReme, 1993)

Experience, in this sense, is discursively produced and there is no experience of the ways that language cons
it. Joan Scott argued that we should move from lookigsatththe sociabnstruction of gender to the
meanings of gender, particularly its use as a metaphdndforamaniations and activities (Bennett, 1989;

Scott, 1991)he other aspect that emerged in gender research came from researchers who challenged the ic

thather e i s something that c¢can be called ‘women’s
suggested that race, gender and class are interlocking and interdependent dimensions of domination, and

dimensions are experienced simultarfeossly1993)

In the 2000s, a new phase of gender history has been reached, when the studies of discourses and experie
have been accepted as a complementary approach. Gender history research operates through theoretical i
on gender that are seebe connected to cultural and social(fetiteer, 20083ender and feminist history

research is moving toward topics of gender as a social and ling(Fstige;el293)

What can women’'s history @3®phasrshownuthaterisis studibsicantgiver i ¢ a
another sort of perspective on patriancleythat will enable us to examine the causes of the remarkable

durability of patriarchal structures. Wopastn’' s hi
—why relations between men and women in our time are as they are and how they have come to be this "
Second, women’'s history can be seen as part of

Women do not form a unifieghgrather there are women of high and middle class, Muslim and Catholic, young
and old, whose experiences are indeed different. Gender, related to other demographic and class factors, pre

new approaches to historical writing, and thereforesdontvifiirtg hist@dumphreys, 1988)
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Women in War

During the World Wars traditional gender roles changed. Women were an integral part of the war effort, bec
they were needed in thgMaitra, 2013 he Wor | d War s c¢ hahwggKellywol®me n’ s |
Women had borne heavy responsibilities during the war; they did underground work and took care of chil
often saving their lives. With some exceptions, women generally did not participate in armed resistance act
(Withuis,9094)

There are few studies exploring how the press represents women when a nation is at war. Many of these st
deal with motherhood and they suggest that the relationship between motherhood and the military has histo
been confusirighlstein1987) De Vol@§2004)presented three benefits of militaries mobilizing mothers and
maternal imagery. The first benefit is channelling maternal grievances. Magbdranchioldier women

are no less integrated into war propaganda and idealiogyatyeand along with their sons, they are usually
affected negatively by conscription. For militaries at war, mothers are potential opponents as their childrel
drafted or killed, and therefore, a potential threat to the war effort. Byotmetslizitg maternal
organizations, the military attempts to control their anger at the drafting or death of gdEalsteindaughter
1987; Zeiger, 1976) The second benefit comes from dissemi
Mobilized rttters can themselves promote propaganda from a perspective which seems apolitical. Women
mothers are speaking from the heart out of love for their children rather than from a political standpoint. De
(2004yvrites that during the Contra WariimNig#hers protested against the Sandinista state policies through

a noroppositional maternal framework, putting the state in the difficult position of either permitting their dame
protests or repressing apolitical mothers. Sandinista mdkieeweétful Catholic hierarchy, used a non
oppositional maternal framework to gain the moral upper hand. The third benefit, then, is evoking emaotion:
sympathy nationally and internationally. Through a maternal framework, women have nfadegbwerful calls
war and peace by appealing to the emotions to rally a thirst for revenge, a resignation to patriotic duty or a rej
of hostilitigsle Volo, 2004)

The media reproduces values, beliefs, and codes of behaviour that integrate tineliindtinlsansd

structure of the greater sogityman and Chomsky,1988) media tells us what to value, who is important,

how to behavykule, 2001The media is a strong tool for war propaganda. In the US, the national news medie
presented the thers of US combat soldiers in the Iraq War as archetypally good mothers, who continue the
maternal work even after their children are deployed. Unlike the archetype of the patriotic mother, the moth
combat soldiers were not depicted as nestsgaaihd silent. While all the mothers supported their children in
combat, some clearly did not support the war. T

war effort, and the image created of them by the press does noefieatpleehystorical image of the
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patriotic mother. The predaytpicture of wartime motherhood is more nuanced and complex than that
suggested by the myth of the historical image of the patri@iatteotreerd Garner, 2007)

Israel is the onlyestern country that has had a policy of compulsory conscription for both men and wome
Although women are drafted into the military, the most dominant presentation of women in the context of v
Israel has been the icon of women as mothers, dietsad/¢loeén women serve in combat roles on the front,
they are located in the dual position of a woman in a hyper masculinist environment. In this position womer
to mimic the identity of the male combat soldiers. From this contradictoryrstarsipdiats wtfer a critical
gendered voice, which focuses on criticism of combat masculinity. In fact, they were infantilizing the men sol
which allowed them to place themselves in a position of power, and behave like mature sthdigrs. In addition
were emotionally identifying with the Palestinians victims of thSassagstignet al., 2011)

‘“Lone girl s’ in |Israel’'s Defence Forces (I DF) a
men. Many of these women firgdbihgtgender in traditional ways in the army is empowering. They manipulate
gender and femininity to their advantage as IDF soldiers, as a means of attaining a sense of organizati
belonging when other paths are blocked. Therefore, lone gints thezieithy experiences at an individual

level, while at a collective level their presencedomimated bases does little to strengthen the position of
women in the IDF and in Israeli society in general. Rather, it serves to reinferwetradipiecialtions for

men and women. The IDF attempts to get around this and include women in the military, while at the same
preserving their roles as weak and vulnerable to enemy hostility. Through both formal and informal means, tt
has relegad women to traditionally female positions and expressive roles taking on the metaphor of the mot
the daughter and even the WHareser, 2011)

There is something potentially meaningful and relevant to our understanding of the mitianyethat might e
through its mediated representation. The military body is a masculine body. However, fundamental to this gen
performance is the implicit and explicit invocation of the feminine body. Indeed, it seems that, even whel
military body isfemales i n Lotta Svard, it must be made masoc
military body, she must either conform to the ma
as the price of ent r yvesiamumber of fmectiobsanr the military: it is flequentlyf e
employed as a gauge against which the masculine is measured or as a foil against which it can appear. Utili
this way, gender categorization creates separation and difference.isssiels, & flisciplining technique,

whi ch s e e kthe ntilicary bodyorr carefully coded, masculine ways. The norm becomes an effect o
power or knowledge, and divergence from ith becom

it, normalization becomes one of the great instrumen{§oticawerl977).

In wartime, the relations between sexes were problematic. Abnormal conditions led to an unavoide

consequence of the disturbance of normal social patterns by. riRidiiligatites of venereal disease,
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abortion, il l egitimacy and divorce were anticip:i
controlled. There were ethnic and racialWarequire
Britain white women’s relationships with black a

were subject to sexual patriotism and diédipliseer, 2013) Howe v er , women’'s expe
complex than the offic@istructions of mobilised women. The personal stories of women at war told abou
conformity to traditional norms of sexual behaviour, as well as rejection of such(&uesnaadialolarsd

Crocket1992).

In Britain, there were more than 100j8@@ serving in paramilitary units in the First World War. The units were
the volunt eer c or(RobertalddlhetBlitish warmoemwho Wware ratygmaniformse

could not be treated as equal partners with soldiers in the/Wfast Worll hey wer e under th
did not take independent action by t he\Mssen ves.
1997 Summerfield997) The romantic image of the First World War nurses is well knowndiiamaseveral

and publications. Womens'’ i nvol vement in war is
fact, this image was a myth, and the experiences of nurses in the First World War were full of disease and ¢
and fighting for redtign both professionally and as c{tiadlys 2015)

The feminine not only serves to mark subordination, however, it also signifie€ufligretdaife2012)

Women soldiers serving in ma s « idénfitieseatcording toghe i n
hegemonic masculinity of the combat soldier through three interrelatadimiactiad#sthe bodily and

di scursive practices of combat sol di ers, ofdi st anc
sexual harassment. These practices signify both resistance and compliance with the dichotomized military. Ir
adopting masculine combat norms does not ensur e
hegemonic status of the comizhé¢rsdlsually, their military careers are blocked at an early stage and their
advancement and promotion are curtailed and limited. Moreover, their positive military experience is not c:
into their civilian life. After their release from the amaydhegtitled to the economic privileges that combat
soldiers enjoy, or the political voice and power. The power women soldiers acquire through their military sen
revealed as temporary and localized, as it does not lead them to posigitimsrah pleevmilitary or in civilian

life(Sassoievy, 2003)

Female suicide bombers have been active since 2000. They have been called Black Widows by the Russia
international press when it became clear that their aim was to exacereeatigedotithir husbands. They

have been personally deeply traumatized, but in fact they were religiously motivated and were seeking to be
martyrgSpeckhard amthapta2006)They believed they were fighting for Allah and will soon be in Paradise,
with their families and fri@ldem, 200Nivat, 2005) It was not a question of w

in their society. Women were tightly controlled by male leaders in terrorist organizations, and not allowed to g
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with men in peagewar. The spectacle of female suicide bombers does not challenge male control, but sends
message that they are more valuable to their societies ded®kham a087)

The Lotta Sva&ard Organization

The roots of L obednaing®fithe d9%h centry. bhe evdr-aB80898efertec to as the

Finnish WaB(@omen sdtawvas documented bly. Runeberg in an anthology of poetry praising the heroes of
the war. One such hero was L otwargRung8berg, rnafi@fterahe wo ma n
Civil Wa r ended in May 1918, t he women who had
organi zati on named cacfotredri ntgh et onytthhe oofr geontitzaa tSivam 'd

was to invoke and promote an ideology of home, creed and fatherland, and to contribute to the national de

spirit. Another centr al ai m wa &allibniemi) 1Q3GitvaAp ¢ 6 p | e’
2004{ ukkarinei981)
The organizational structure of Lotta Svard res

Board. The Board was elected at the annual general meeting, while the chairperson was nominated by
CommandénChief of the Finnish Arfimg country was divided into district units with their own independent
administrations, and subdivided further into local and village units. Responsibility for the different activities
assigned to sebmmittees for nurspr@yisioningquipment,rfdraising and social support, and office and

signal services. Every woman who became a member of the organization was designated -a position in a
committee based on her education and persdialll&dxiliemi, 1986)

According t antntuealorrgegmirztast,i dm'tst a Svard had al mo:
member ship was counted. There was al so a departn
which was established in 1931 and by 1935 already ha@@donembers. Girls were eligible to join the Little
Lottas at the age of eight. The young girls learned nursing skills, and packed food and clothing to be sent t
unknown soldiers on the frontlines. The number of Lottas serving omttiewaafsoot World War 1l was

around 10,000 at a time, but they did not carry weapons and were notieéenedlitrse|2006)

As early as summer 1939, under threat of war, they were involved in building defence lines along the Kar
Isthnais, for instance, by supplying food to the builders. In the war they served in air surveillance, worked as nu
and arranged provisions and clothing for the army. One of the hardest duties was serving in the casualty evac
centres, from where fidfanish soldiers were taken back home and laid to rest ohtiveinyacad$vhen

the war ended the Lottas al so hel ped Althoughthee evac
Lottas took an active part in the war, evenrthogegdhe frontlines were unarmed. Debate on this issue had
started already during the Civil War, but was called to an end by then@inehahtiee Finnish Army,

Marshal Mannerheim, who wrote in 1918:
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| expect help from Finnish women in rireetimay urgent needs of the army, like in nursing, making clothes,
caring for the home and comforting those who have lost their loved ones. Armed battle on the front, meanw
hold to be the exclusive right and duty(bfitmahi j 6, 200 4)

Beingdniedthdutyt o f i ght as sol diers on the front meant
out sider s. During the period of peace in the 19:

heavy propaganda for war:

We have tdréve for eternal peace, and if there is a nation, which will not submit to peace, then it must be fort

(LottaSvard yhdistyksen ja)keskusjohtokunnan vuosi ki
All endeavours that weaken the will for defence are agéirstvakace 6, 200 4)

The values shared within the Lotta Svard organi z:
and sel€ontrol. New members took their oath in a ceremony usually held in a church, where they pledged to s
for the sake of home, creeldfatherland, and fulfil their obligation to national efarast.important duty

of Lotta Svard was organizing the activities of
and footwear, food and housing. Even thouglstba tlatéront were paid no salary, they did receive a daily
allowance plus free board and lodging. Before being sent to their positions, they were also trained by
organization in specialized courses. Women working in hospitedsatioinsgfinstance, attended medical

courses. From 1941 onwards, the training subjects included veterinary medicine, radiotelegraphy
communication, among o{Beésd e r s t;Riipinen, 1929 2 9

Whether serving on the war front or at home, the wompectesréoebehave blamelessly at all times and
follow the rules of the organization to th&@ leteer. r e gul ati ons concerning th
greeting and appearance, werglsaliainiemi, 1986ttas were recognized by theiymitifarm: a modest

grey dress with white collar and cuffs and the o
outfit included a cap in summertime and a fur hat in winter, white or grey gloves, and simple, flat shoes. Th

Lotas wore the same grey uniform as the Lottas.

In autumn 1944, it grew ewitlahFinland had lost thelw&eptember 1944, a truce was negotiated between
Finland and the Soviet Union. Finland had to cede about one tewtr ¢éritisqoyeto tBeviet Union. It

was also required to |l egalize communi st parties
termi nati on o fear, lerobitterment and&saddesscamang thedwomen who had served in the
organization. Their Lottanbeship cards, badges and memaories were stashed away in cupboards and drawers
where they remained for five de¢adles.postar period of thed 4 0s and 1950s, t he me
was as much as buried: the Lottas were disparaged, anddnttaeytackege to mention that they had been

members of the organization during the war.
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3. DATA AND METHOD

Source Material

One of the greatest i mpediments to capturing wo
evidence. Inthisstudp e hi st ori cal data of a women’s organi z
opportunity to write a womdm'tg gouiSaltvoiad had 220sgues ma i r
a year from 1929 until 1944 when the organization was abolished. The journals weré gvasilabse linythle a

University mdini br ar vy . Further more, our sources includedo
orgairation, private and confidential letters, instructions and other documents stored in the Finnish War Docu

Archivesin Helsifkihe data coll ected from the Lotta Svard J

TABLEL-DATA COLLECTED FR@MTASY A RIDURNA

Year Numbers Pages Pages of data
used in the study
1939 22 334 18
1940 22 421 14
1941 22 441 31
1942 22 451 21
1943 22 428 21
1944 19 425 15
Total 129 2500 120

We examined the articles publ i s hthabeginningoofl@39tbot t a
November 1944. In autumn 1944, it was <clear that
liquidated in November, and the magazine discontinued. In 1941, the journal was not published because of &
agreerant between Finland and the Soviet Union. The number of journals totalled 129 issues and 2,500 pa
The content of the magazine consists of articles, stories, announcements and other writings, and is rather r
and rich. There are also pictures,iadverme nt s , | ove stories and infor
Speci al i ssues were published for Christmas and
first textual level of analysis we picked out articles and othdreveritingskey words were used, and
continued with a thematic analysis. The key words were heroine, motheifisbthim@ig&tywomen
soldiergSassosLevyet al., 2011and female body in a military ctenoegGofrey et al., 2042)yvell as
marty(Speckhard2006from our preliminary understanding of the phenomenon based on previous studies.
Previous literature was used to guide our analysis, and we sought to contribute to research by revealing
categories and new explanations durtegaanalyses by gaining a greater understanding of the notion of a
heroine in Lotta Svard. This kind of approach to

which is appropriate when existing theory or literature oerephtiorit€tsieland Shannon, 2005)
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Content Analysis

The qualitative content analysis started with the observations we made when scanning the text data includ
the Lotta Svard magazines. At t \woedsHeioans heromd, asg e o f
our study focuses on how the war heroine was r ef

example;

So began the legend of the Lotta heroines (1:94)

... There existomen wep easilysonaturally argersistenthpkeonanyheroidaskg1:44)
...Her heroideath..( 1 : 19)

Sometimes the meaning was not as clear, and we endeavoured to understand and interpret the latent mee
The following text, for example, does not use the word hero ooheroiderstanding of the latent meaning

was to link it to heroines:

Glory to those (Lottas) who thaiteevery effagrried their mastiuable sacrifiggory tthemwho were
faithfuto the deatlf1:58)

We carefully read through the magazirasragthe texts for the key words and their latent meaning, and had

in total 71 texts, which constituted our unit for analysis, and which we wrote into one file. The texts were
divided into units of meaning, in total 155 pieces of text thatoae tonole a group of words that relate to

the same meaning. We continued the analysis considering the context and condensed the units of meani
shorter descriptions in the text, calidénsed meaning u@sndensed meaning units were singpler an
shorter expressions of the units of meaning; therefore, having the same core message. Since the texts were \
more than 60 years ago, partly for propaganda and partly in a poetic manner, condensation was a difficult
This stage, of course, aasbjective process in which we made interpretations of the latent content. We usec
the Atlas.ti programme as a tool to help categorize the data of source documents. The super code was Hel
and under Heroine we found the sub codes Mother, SolDeafiBadd Martyr. It is notable that many of the
guotations were linked to more than orf@€@utheim and Lundman, 2B0d)y quotation receives an ID

in the programme, like 1:84, where the first number refers to the primary documémtfzend uhebetheir

the quotation. We conducted the coding process many times, recoding, changing the codes and considering

carefully.

The codes that were finally selected in the interpretation process were Mother, Soldier and Body, which were
inprevious literature on women at war. Furthermore, we found two attributers linked to hendimes in our data
Lotta Svard magazine. These were Death and Marty

was able to become a martyr stigedied in the war. Death and Martyr were described as a holy destiny which
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was offered only for the best among the Lottas who were happy to sacrifice their lives to God and the fathe
We integrated Death and Martyr under one representatmy Saltedidd. The number of quotations that
reflected the codes was 14 for Mother, 42 for Soldier, 69 for Body, and 117 for Holy Sacrifice

4 . WAR HEROI NES I N LOTTA SV RD

This section presents the four representations of the heroine detectbibihdgheSdédaer, Body, and Holy
Sacrifice.

Mother

To be heroines, the women in the Lotta Svard org
and the lives of their loved ones to theTidsiovas in direct contrast to the pteeddeof women in Finnish

society, which was to adtdore Despite their almost masculine appearance, the women were not expected to
deny their motherlind$wy were motheararegivers, nurses and cddiespublic role was controlled by strict

rues concerning their appearance and conduct, wh

normal feminine virtues and vices.

The role of mother in war is often presented through the symbol of the good mother, and as an archetypal pe

mot her. This was the case in Lotta Svard as well
She wagentle andrayerful when she cared for the painwotitited (1:84)
The duties of the mother were stressed in the texts in many ways:

Mother is a Lotta and an office lady but primarilg shéiem , mot her of all the bo
cry. (1:64)

The notion of a Mother was communicated using various images that extended the depiction of the caring i

to a woman who is brave and strong enough to be active in the war:

Finnish.ottas wash floors, wash the bloody corpses of the fallen men, drudge and raise up heavy, woun
Finnish soldiers, work in the kitchen at the front and take care of horses, are awake night and day in icy watcht
and do not hesitate to empty the toiett t he fr ont L(1:47)

In a crisis a mother has the courage to incinerate her own home:
She set her own home on fire.. (1:49).

Mother had to sacrifice everything she had:
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The fatherlamsicallingyour husbangour sormaybe/our brothgy o u r , yéui leved orée the front and
asking fgrour helpn many ways (1:12)

Those whermothedgareandylmse sufferimgyher friendly aeddearingmildit...( 1 : 3 9)

The Mot her portrayed in Lot t &th&was butlanactve partnertando n | vy

sister to the men, fighting alongside them:
Next to me, my sister, you created the home at t

The idea of Mother represented by Lottat&vard d
|l iterature. I n Lotta Svard there is nothing conf
The public role of women required a duty to contribute to the war effort, and emphasized feminine values
motherhood agdringrni this roléBenhabib, 198K elsh, 1992Vo men i n Lotta Svard we
neutral elements in the war. They actively supported the fighting, and never mentioned any aspirations for p
The mot her, as r epr es aodnly dt hdmg butatsd dt the fiént, &vineck she wass
understood to be a mother for all the soldiers. She was physically and mentally very strong and courageous
even capable of changing the front into a home. This mother was surely natindentitod glatnen but

fought at the front willingly and heroically alongside the men.

I n sum, Mot her in Lotta Svard was pictured as ¢
selfdenying. Mothers were legitimated and gbtiiedirees as they were working for the war and rather
abandoned their families than the fight for the fatherland. They were first of all mothers of soldiers and expec

care for them, as well as to contribute in every way to the war effort.

Soldier

Int he Lotta Svard organization, the women’'s duty
Svard organization were described as deriving th
well as the Bible. New membagheir oath in a ceremony usually held in a church, where they pledged to
serve for the sake of home, creed and fatherland, and fulfil their obligation of national defence. In the organi
the war was understood to be a holy fight for relgionteedrf | and. The women in Lo

soldiers, but at the front they had the same experiences as the soldiers, and they were presented like soldie
She died while on observation service on a favou
Like a soldier you are defending your own.. (1: 15

Mimicking soldiers happened in many ways. The most visible way was the grey Lotta uniform, which was s

to the Finnish military uniform and this presented the women like a female army.
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The Lottaunifan uni tes all of the Lottas to a great equ

The greatest value common to the Lottas and soldiers was the freedom and independence of Finland
legitimated the representation of the Lotta as a soldier. This was understoottasray fissuken

independence of the country but also for Finland
The big aim for us, the freedom of our fatherland, joined us together (1:24)

The group of the Lottas in grey uniforms has knows thatihe questi on of ideol ogi
(1:57)

A Lotta was presented as being highly respected when she looked like a soldier:
You really were like a soldier (1:27)

I n the Lotta Svard magazi naswere presented likeesoldiefs inanang o | d
casesl n fact, the Lotta Svard organization was al/l
the othewomen. In other words,atreg ani zati on was | i ke a ¢sidlgl | WO r
bounded by rules and ofider . magazine, however, presented them as real soldiers and that way increased thei

value.

However, as the war continued, secret letters between the Central Board and the headquarters of the Finnish
revealed thatetottas were worn out on the front. Some of them even planned to escape, like the writer of t

following letter:

As soon as possible | wildl escape. Our <circumst a
saying about Lottas (A l&tier the front 7.12.1942).

Lottas felt horseek, epidemics were normal and the work was hard:
A half of our group is sick. Terrible diphtheria is raging (A letter from the front, 12.2.1944).)

In sum, women were imagined to be equivalent with memsteththgyey uniform in service at the front.
I n Lotta Svard female soldiers were highly respe
their taking part in the ideological fight for freedom together with the FinnistrdertimeAtiied $eminine

gender was distanced by their military appearance.

Body

Asthd ot t gourBal portrayed her, Lotta was sporty and athletic, a woman who enjoyed skiing and exercis
had an international outlook and was interested in daiettoeg¢ammola, 1929; Krohn, 192%) was also

romantic and beautiful and loving #Ram#lay, 192%)/hether serving on the front or at home, the women
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were expected to behave blamelessly at all times and follow the rules of the orgltieafibe to the
regul ations concerning the women’s behaviour, [
recognized by their military wunifor m: a modest
The outfit includeda én summertime and a fur hat in winter, white or grey gloves and simple, flat shoes. Th

Girl Lottas wore the same grey uniform as the Lottas.

There were many problems with the use of the military dress, however, and the magazine did its best to

indructions concerning the outfit and behaviour:

It is not appropri&tevear baubles with a Lotta uniform (1:8).

It is necessary to cover the legs modestly when wearing the Lotta dress (1:54)

When a Lotta wears a dress that is too short our dutyasriodcomime r t o make it | onge

I n this way Lotta Svard directed women to avoid
traditional womanhood and s pe,dattdsiveradxpested totmha wo ma r

like a kind and obedient girl:

Herbright andndearingppearance (1:33)

Shewascalmandlowy and she won the | ove of her Lotta s
A happy and cheery Lotta (1:33)

She was dutifand always dedicated (1:67)

She was quiet and modest)(1:3

However, thetters from the women on the front uncovered that the private behaviour of the women was r

always appropriate for a Lotta:

When we arrived, everybody was awake, and the room was black from cigarette smoke. Some of the Lottas

drunkand everybody cussed like lumbermen (A letter from the front, 17.6.1943).

The commands here can often come from drunk officers who are lacking female company. Here are some
who go with them drinking and celebrating (A letter from the fri@nt, 2.12.194

We have been dancing | ately. And we had a very |

then we moved to the canteen. We were drunk; we were dancing and singing (A letter from the front 26.5.1¢

These kinds of letterswerén per mi t t ed, and the censorship stop
that individual members were expelled for reasons of inappropriate conduct, alcohol, venereal diseast

dishonesty. Expulsions were frequently discussed by the @eptseldBtaty in the last years of the war,
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and several disciplinary decisions were made. Young girls under 20 years would not be assigned to the fron
women who gave birth to a child out of wedlock would be expelled from membershipsshospkecial commi
disciplinary action was set up in 1944. In conflicting situations between individual Lottas and the Finnish Arrr
Central Board opted to be loyal to the army, not to the Lottas, who may have needed support from their organi
on the fronFor example, when a woman was misbehaving on the front, she was punished, and she was gu
while this never happened to the men. So, i nste
supported the army, and the moral and practédhdwomen was to serve the men at home, at work and at
the frontKoontz, 1988)

Insumhte desired characteristics of t he women that
brave and faithful . Tégiimatedads tindted: theyp cowdpnty snd athdeticc e s e n t
that is masculine, but needed to make their feminine bodily features as invisible as possible. Instruct
concerning the conduct of the Lottas had a special status in the agenda ohthdcovgaaizdtie letters

from the front discover that the real behaviour was different.

Holy Sacrifice

According to information received from Lottamuseo (The Lotta Museum), the total number of Lottas at the
was 90,000 here were casualties as webleptember 1944, when the F8migtt war ended, 287 Lottas
had died in service: 113 of them at the front, 140 of disease and 34 fridm awpitartid. no frustration
was seen even in those moments when a Lotta was killed while in Bervicenatthe | n Lot ta Sv

Lottas were glorified with the best attributes, and were presented as heroines:

Don’ t be sorry for me, my beloved parents. I ga
flower that has gone (1:103)

Death as a present and possible fate for the Lottas serving at the front, and there are many stories of deat
the Lotta Svadrd magazine, which presented death
was depicted as a fate that ereadfto the best of the Lottas, and no bad attributes were connected to those

who lost their lives in the war.

Her heroic death (1:19).

Look at the Finnish woman, she stands on guard until death (1:50)
The most happiness is to give the most sattrditatiierland (1:79)

There is among the departed a Lotta who stayed on guard until her death (1:87)
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Through death a Lotta could became a real heroir

place in heaven:

...youarehidden in theaye of a heroyour hometowext tahe crushed chu(dhl22)

you have an angel’'s place.. you are a heroine (

Her death was a holy sacrifice, needed to protect the nation and save it from a future under the Evil that we
Soviet Union. The women that died at Whehalottar ont v
died, considerable effortexasted to raise her to the status of heroine, and therefore, to an equivalent positior

with the men who died in war.

The relationship between the holy and the war wa

Women’' s i newalwaegaeenrag a holynservide and sacrifice. They were presented as angels, anc
dying at the front was seen as a holy call for a young body. To be a Martyr for the fatherland was the best v
reach heroine status iesented astahdy fat yvaadradacrifiGe ¢to the athesland a r

and to God.
You feel a stirring holy joy when walking to you
You are an angel behind the river of death. You are a heroine! (1:32)

It is notable that only the war could offer stuggptioral situation where sacrifice and becoming an angel was
possible. The war was a holy, lzattleverybody who died in the war was not totally dead, but had a new life in

heaven.
You are not sleeping in your graves; you are not captivesbpf dust (1:6

In sum, again, Holy Sacrifice meant not only a simple death in the war, but the Lottas who died rose abov
earthly to another reality. Women in Lotta Svard

the representation of ISalgrifice.
5.SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this paper we aimed to findouwwv t he Lotta Sv&rd magazine repres
during the Second WorldWar. t he Lotta Svard magazine hvweey con
found four representatiemgother, Soldier, Body, and Holy Sacrifice. A summary of the representations is
presented in Table 2 with the four representations, attributes linked to each representation, how the heroine

legitimated in each represent as well as how Lottas were expected to behave.

TABLE2 - SUMMARY OF REPRESHNINS OF THE WAR BBE
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Study questions | What were the attribute How was the representatic How were Lottagxpected

Representations | linked to the heroine? legitimated? to behave?

Mother Gentle, prayerful, bra Women' s dut y Mother cared for soldiers,
strong, hardworking, car the war in minor positions; contributed so to the war e
smiling, setfenying brought motherly care anc

home to the front.

Soldier Equivalent, grey, uniform,1 Being a soldier was ' Soldiefought for the freed:
service, fight for tl greatest honour that mi and independence of
fatherland, ideological figh Lottas equivalent with the fatherland.

in the fight for the fatherlar

Body Modest, calm, brig The feminine body & L ot behavidur had to |
endearing, happy, chet sexuality needed to blameless and  mor:
dutiful, quiet, kind invisible, so, rules concer spotless.

clothing and behaviour w
rigorous.

Holy Sacrifice Summer  flower, herc Death was presented as Lottas had to die in the war
happiness, sacrifice, an greatest happiness a Li gave them a holy ma
heroine, holy joy, dee could have. position as an angel.
martyr

Even though the representations detected in this study have similarities with previous research results conce

women’'s rol e and i magmesentationg asthey emergediBlgotiar i o d h @ f & h a

those presented in earlier literature. The first reprédantatiore r which was not d o mi
not represented only as an archetypal gaadiragnanother for childrerbrought out in previous studies
(Benhabib9B7 Welsh, 1992Mot her i n Lotta Svard was also stron

in the war like a man. Mother supported the war effort, and willingly sacrificed her life and the lives of her be
to the fatherland. This is a diffieleanto those presented by Elshtain, Slattery and Garner and De Volo, who
saw the image of wartime motherhood as mor¢Gistitamitit 987 de Vola2004.

Furthermore, there was no contradiction between the role of Mother aneptesesgatiod, Soldier, in
Lotta Svard. The the Sol di

respected, even more than the Mother, and women did their best to look like soldiers. They had a mil

role of er was mentio
appearancend their body and behaviour were restricted by dikietdisaigline. They could not show their

tears or sensitivity, and they were never encouraged to use their feminine means in the war, like the women
fact, Lotta

Israeli Army, for exan{plauser, 2@} I n femininity 1in

aesthetics and promiscuity were forbidden.

The representation of the Body includes not only the physical body but also behaviour and characteristics
physical body had to be maaeeuline and controlled under discipline, and at the same time, the women had to
show humble and submissive charactBistipiine created a whole new form of individuality for their physical
bodies, which enabled them to perform their dtinye wighirform of the military organization. Their bodies
were not their own any more but they were owned by the organization and used for the greater purpose. If th

not obey, they were punished
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The fourth represent aSaarifewer A deaddottd was seenla®eguivalentSovasgdead w
soldier, as in Britain in the First Wo(lWatson, 199T fact, the equivalence was only the hope of the women

of Lotta Svard, and the ar my r erywappohseodotherigem t o
participate in the fighting.

Thei dea of the heroine represented by the Lotta S
awifeandamother These women in Lotta Svaheidowhlwvesardlthe he ma
lives of their loved ones to the rniiierwas in direct contrast to the prevalent role of women in Finnish society,
which was to act for pd8emhabib, 198Their public masculine appearance was necessary to be believable
inan authoritative positiongaralered socieltystead of adopting the role of viatihish is often seen as a
woman’' s —thewoemeinn owarLotta Svard took a more mascu
to be victimized becauseef gendetn becoming a Lotta, a woman acquired the opportunity to obtain a

presence in society that extends to today, and which actually transformed the history of gender in Finland.

The Lotta Svard organi zat iyontyforwompeaneveeeera fesinist onwlpgyg c i f
isachievable to create the knowledge of this kind of reality. Therefore, gender does matter in war, and it me
also today. Being conscious of the gender aspect makes it pirsgiblet Bceemalysdistory and the

worldThe link to today is in the ontology of womanhood. Gender differentiation continues to persist: Wome
the gendered society of the 1940s shared simila
wartime hadtodréese men’' s uni forms, women still suppress

themselves in circumstances where men hold most of the power.
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