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In this paper | attempt to examine the relationsvben the European Union and Egypt
until the revolution on 1 of February 2011 chiefly through the analysistaf bilateral
agreements and an elite interview, conducted inpEggnuary 2011. This study was a
qualitative evaluation study using a semi-structumaethod. | am also presenting
conditionality as a driving force in the EU-Egyptateral relations. The sources used to
this paper have been mainly scientific researchyspapers and literature about the
European Union and contemporary Egypt. My mainaegequestion is: As the EU is the
most important partner in the Middle East and they approaching the bilateral relations
through conditionality, how do the Egyptians see télations and how effective has the
democracy and human rights promotion been in Egypt?

For analyzing the interview answers | have useédgpting as a method. In the beginning
of the thesis | give an overview on the bilaterallations. In the next chapter | will
introduce conditionality and | will also shortlygsent the elite theories, aiming to explain
why the Egyptian elite have been chosen for therimgw. In chapter 5 the elite interview
answers are analyzed and in the next chapter aatrding the theory and interview results
together.

| have come to the conclusion that the Egypt seefuropean Union mainly as a trade

partner and the conditionality has not been sufgesough. The United States
dominance in the Middle East lowers the EU possi#sl in succeeding.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Starting Point and Research Question

On November 2009 | took part in a course in Cawganized by the Finnish Institute in
the Middle East and the American University in @Gain the course we focused on the
Middle East in the international political systemuring the course we got to meet
Egyptian political researchers, professors, foramabassadors and known media persons.
We visited the Arab Center for Research and Al Ah@enter for Political and Strategic
Studies. During the course | got interested inréage question that was formed during our
visit to the Delegation of the European Union toyggheadquarters. When | asked
counselor Michael Bryan about the European Uniamflsience in Egypt, as a response |
got laughter and a statement that the EU sadlgptishat important of a player in the area.

The same attitude was also visible in some othsmodirses during the course weeks.

In this paper | attempt to examine how the Europgaion was seen in Egypt and Egypt
in the EU until the revolution on 11th of Febru@@11. For the EU, Egypt is the most
important partner in the Middle East and they appreaching the bilateral relations
through conditionality. But how do the Egyptian® ske relations and how effective has
the democracy and human rights promotion been iyp®g This paper attempts to
research the relations between Egypt and the Earopaion chiefly through the analysis
of the bilateral agreements and an elite interviemnducted in Egypt, January 2011. |
chose to interview Egyptian elite members as tleas not enough research done about
the Egyptians’ views towards the European Uniomillipresent the interview in chapter 5.
The sources used in this paper have been maingntfa research, newspapers and
literature about European Union and contemporarypEgl will present my research
material and the research method in more detaihapter 4.

| consciously avoided reading material that wasu$ong on the impacts of the February
2011 Revolution and the Arab Spring as | did nobtta let the events affect my research.
My aim is to focus solely on the politics before ttevolution and | fear the knowledge

about the current situation would take me to a ncoraparative direction.



The Middle East and North Africa have been seernhas“backyard” of the European
Union when being physically very close. It is natuhat developments in these regions
impact upon Europe. The international relationstiea Middle East continuously take
shape by the domestic, regional and internatiooalek. The international systems and
institutions in the Middle East have been flimsyginly because the week interdependence
between the countries. The region has long extel®aéndence history. It is important to
notice, that not any single theory and the levehodlysis can satisfactorily explain the

politics in the area.

1.2 Structure of the Work

I will start the research by giving on overview loow the relations between the European
Union and Egypt have formed since the 1952 JulyoRewn. | will move on to
demonstrate the politics of the European UniondggEin the 1990s and the 21st century.
I will focus more on the EuroMediterranean Parthigrs(EMP) and the European
Neighborhood Policy (ENP). Next | will show why de&a with the EU is considered
important in Egypt and why migration is an issu¢hie bilateral relations. | will expose the
relations between the United States and Egypt ssdbnsidered the biggest actor in the
Middle East. In chapter 2.5 will introduce the Etgp political elite’'s views on the

European Union.

In chapter 3 | will move on to introducing conditality as a driving force behind the EU-
Egypt relations. The term “conditionality” will 8t be defined and then put into the EU
context. | also will unveil criticism against thdfextiveness of conditionality. In the

second part of the chapter an overview on eliterthavill be given, focusing more on the
classical elite theory and Gaetano Mosca. With ltlaisn to explain why | have chosen to

focus on the elite views on the bilateral relations

In chapter 4 | will speak more about my researckena and the chosen analyze method:
typecasting. | also want to introduce the semiestmed interview, the method of how |
conducted the elite interview in Cairo 2011. Chagieof this thesis will be based on
analyzing the interview answers aiming to proof magearch hypothesis. In chapter 6 |
will discuss my own opinions regarding the subjant | aim at tying the theory and

interview results together.



2 OVERVIEW ON THE EU-EGYPT BILATERAL
RELATIONS

2.1 History of the Relations

Europe and Egypt have always had good relationghénaftermath of the 1952 July
Revolution Egypt and the European countries worloeehards improving their relations.
(Egypt State Information Center) Egypt has alwagsrban important cooperation partner
for the West and an important player in the peawk security issues in the Middle East.
Europe in the same way has been an important paddn&gypt due to its geographical
nearness and historical relations. The EuropeanrUisi Egypt's main trading partner and
the main investor. The EU is also the second largelsdonor in Egypt after the United
States. (Gulce Kumrulu 2008)

The European Economic Community (EEC) began diptmmelations with Egypt in 1966
during Gamal Abdel Nasser's reign. In the 1970spEdgcused on strengthening the
relations with European countries. The situatiors Wwiateral, as the EEC also discovered
the importance of the Mediterranean area duringémee time as starting to see challenges
in the future. The Arab-Israeli crisis was seeia ggcurity issue and another challenge was
culminated with the oil shock in 1973. Both of théouched the EU-Egyptian relations
indirectly. (e.g. Seeberg 2012) The community slidl not have specific strategy towards
the Mediterranean area. The EEC started concludilateral agreements also with other
Mediterranean countries as they also wanted tdksttarelations with the EEC. (Shaheen
Zafar 2010-2011)

In the year 1972 the EEC launched the Global Maditean Policy (GMP). It focused on
trade and aid regulating relations between the FExmopean states in the Mediterranean
area and the EEC. Euro-Arab Dialogue (EAD) followdte GMP and aimed at
establishing dialogue with discussions about palitisocial, economic and cultural issues.
In 1976 the first Cooperation Agreement was signeda bid to promote cooperation
between the two sides. The agreement includedaadial protocol, with the amount and
details of the EEC contributions to Egypt. Theseengiven as loans and grants. (Seeberg
2012)



The European Union continued to add soft-power efémand democracy promotion on
its approach in the becoming decades. (Seeberg)2002e term “soft power” was
originally conceived by Joseph Nye and it meansatiéty to shape the preferences of
others. Soft power has become common parlanceipbondatic, social, and cultural as
opposed to military leverage (Fawcett 2009, 339¢ Huropean Union believes that
democratic states would be the most effective mlidg with international security. This
view has been emphasized in official documents kanteading EU spokesmen. Equally
the Middle Eastern states have been interestedrimifig a security environment across
the Mediterranean. (Seeberg 2012)

Europe relies more on exercise of influence tham afsforce, even though it has been
claimed that they retain the lead in the exercismftuence by inspiration. It is still very

visible that the European aim is to bring neighboonomies and political systems closer
to the European ones. (Fawcett 2009, 339) It iEfoope’s own security to have a ring of
peaceful neighboring states. The EU seemingly tiiesdapt to developing the given

conditions rather than influencing in the areae{&sg 2012)

The Egyptian foreign policy on Europe was basedivam axes under President Hosni

Mubarak (president during the years 1981-2011).pEgymed in gaining the European

support for the development process in Egypt arghipg the European countries play a
robust role in the Arab-Israeli crisis. The economside of the relations has always been
featured high. President Mubarak valued the relatioetween Egypt and Europe (evident
in the repeated visits to Europe) the EU and Eggptreached in 1992 on rescheduling the
Egyptian debts owed to the Paris Club of Creditdiise Paris Club had under these
agreements written off half of the Egyptian debtd aescheduled the remaining. (Egypt
State Information Center)

The Arab-lsraeli conflict has been very importaat the European Unions since the
Venice-declaration in 1980 was presented. Thisiestd the strategic reasons. The Venice
declaration was the first attempt of European fprgiolicy towards the Middle East. The
EU is often considered pro-Arab and it supportstthe-state solution. As such it is an

important building stone in EU foreign and secuptficy and as Egypt has a calming role



in the area the EU sees it important the Egypt doak the situation in the same way.
(Seeberg 2012)

2.2 The Bilateral Relations in the 1990s and the 21steéDtury

In the 1990s the European Union started working eew initiative for relations with the
Mediterranean countries. They aimed at creatingueoediterranean Economic Area
that would ease the trade in manufactured producidismantling tariff barriers between
the EU and neighboring states. Also trade in affucal produce was increasingly
liberalized with the provision of cross-border seeg and capital movements. (Fawcett
2009, 340)

From 1977 until mid-2004 the European Union and gEgpilateral relations were
governed by a Co-operation Agreement that offecthemic cooperation and established
provisions for non-reciprocal trade liberalizatiand market access. Egypt enjoyed
industrial exports to the European Union area amdlgged treatment on accessing the
EU market through e.dariff quotas and export calendars for its tradisibflows. Under
the Co-operation Agreement funding has been providedifferent programs and projects
in Egypt. (Delegation of the EU to Egypt, Egypt & the EU)

In 1995 a Euro-Mediterranean project of securitgpmration was launched in Barcelona
with the EuroMediterranean Partnership (EMP) agezemincluding political, social and
cultural cooperation. (Attina et al. 2004) It comés the bilateral and regional dimensions.
The most important bilateral activity is the negtitig of Euro-Mediterranean Association
Agreements (EMAAs) whereas the regional dimensiefers to regional cooperation
dealing with problems common to the partners. (Bama2005) The process is fostered
through MEDA aid programs, Euro-Med associatioreagrents and multilateral dialogue.
(Attina et al. 2004) In the Barcelona Declaratitmiee main objectives of the Euro-
Mediterranean partners are being established. thestommon area of peace and stability
are being defined through political and securiglajue, second constructing a free-trade
and shared prosperity area. This is done throughetonomic and financial partnership.
Third one is to encourage understanding differesituces and exchanges between civil
societies through a social, cultural and human neaship. (European Commission,

Barcelona Declaration)



The European Union and Egypt started negotiatimgAlsociation Agreement in 1995
including democracy and human rights clauses. i&t2003; Bayoumi 2007) The
Agreement entered into force on 1st of June 2004 fatiowing its signature, the

Association Agreement was ratified by the EgyptReople’'s Assembly and all the EU
member states. (Bayoumi 2007) Egypt and the EUesigm exchange of letters allowing
the trade provisions. This was done to pace theleimmgntation of the Association
Agreement and 1st of January 2004 it became effec{Delegation of the EU to Egypt,
Egypt & the EU)

In July 2008 at the Paris Summit for the Mediteeam the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership was re-launched as the Union for thelitél@anean with new network of

relations. (Delegation of the EU to Egypt, EU, Medianean and Middle East) It was
aiming to establish the Mediterranean Free TradeaAry the year 2010 and calls in
cooperation a wide range of political, social andremic affairs. (Attina 2003) All the 27

European Union member states and the 16 partrarstiie Southern Mediterranean and
the Middle East are included in the Partnershigotliph the re-launching was hoped to
achieve new activity to the Partnership and toerdie political level of the relationship

between the EU and the Southern Mediterranean. Urfien for Mediterranean aims to

offer balanced governance, more visibility to ii§zens and commitment to concrete
regional and trans-national projects. (Delegatibthe EU to Egypt, EU, Mediterranean
and Middle East)

The definition of abroad has changed by time aedgtfloup of neighboring countries with
no membership perspective has emerged. Enlargemeyt impede the previous
cooperation that has existed between members anemembers and cause tensions.
(Attin4 et al. 2004) The power of the Process ishided to meet the Barcelona goals.
Analysts and experts take the initiative skepticahd question the appropriateness to
apply analytical and conceptual tools of regiomali® the area. Social homogeneity and
consistent commonality of political institutionseamportant in political science theories
in order to create regional institutions to dealwithe problems of political and economic
interdependence. No commonality means instabitity @onflict. (Attina 2003)



The European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) was develdpe2004 aiming to avoidhe
differentiation between the EU member states amchéighbors. It aims at strengthening
the prosperity, stability and security in the ar8ateen of the EU’'s closest neighbors
belong to the ENP framework: Algeria, Armenia, Awdjan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Moroccoc@pied Palestinian Territory, Syria,
Tunisia and Ukraine. (European Commission, The ciyoliWhat is the European
Neighbourhood Policy?) The ENP policy was firstradiuced in a Commission
Communication on Wilder Europe in March 2003 ancht8gy Paper on the European
Neighborhood Policy followed in May 2004. It is pested clearly how the EU proposes
working with the ENP countries. The Commission gisoposed how the policy could be
strengthened in December 2006 and Decemeber 2B0ibgean Commission, The Policy:

What is the European Neighbourhood Policy?)

The European Union offers preferential relationdioipits neighbors. It aims at a mutual
commitment to common values of democracy and humgints, rule of law, good
governance, market economy principles and susti@rgdyvelopment and offers political
association and deeper economic integration, isectanobility and more people-to-
people contacts. The bilateral Action Plans betwberEU and ENP partners are essential.
They are the main instruments to implement the HBBracani 2005) In March 2006 the
Joint Action Plan between Egypt and the EU was tatbpt the EU/Egypt Association
Council in Brussels. It aims at strengthening retet and bringing greater stability and
prosperity and is based on mutual interests anaripeis. (European Commission, The

Policy: What is the European Neighbourhood Policy?)

Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner emphasized:

“I am delighted that we have today adopted the EjygE ENP Action Plan,
which places Egypt among the closest partners efilropean Union. The
Action Plan opens a new chapter in our relationshldpepening our
partnership in a number of key fields of interestus both, such as the
judicial and political areas, economic and sociedgpammes, as well as

cultural and people-to-people dialogue.” (EuropesB Releases 6.3.2007)



She added:

“It iIs important now that the Action Plan achievesncrete, measurable
results, and is seen as relevant to all elementsE@yptian society.
Implementation is therefore a key priority on whiale will be working

together in the years ahead.” (Europa Press Rel&a32007)

The joint Action Plan aims at further liberalizatiof trade in agriculture and services and
more prospects in the EU's market. It calls forpmyation in environmental issues (like
pollution control and cleaner Mediterranean Sea) auoclear safety. The Action Plan

offers also e.g. networks for Egyptian scientificstitutions and political dialogue and

support for the political and judicial reforms irgypt. (Delegation of the EU to Egypt,

Egypt&the EU)

The European Commission has agreed on a €558 miil@ncial support package for

Egypt for 2007 to 2010. The package supports impteation of the Action Plan and

reforms in democracy, human rights, education aadth sector. It also aims at enhancing
economic competitiveness. Egypt will be encouradedinvestments, cross-border

cooperation and sustainable development. (Delegafithe EU to Egypt, EU and country

overview; Shaheen Zafar 2010-2011)

In December 2010 Marc Franco, the head of the détmyg of the European Union to

Egypt, expressed in Al-Ahram newspaper:

“Our bilateral support to the Egyptian governmengform agenda seeks to
create the right conditions for economic growth amebsperity. It is

important to overcome poverty, hunger and disease fast step in moving

towards the enjoyment of civil and political rightSn the other hand, our
direct support to civil society organizations aitostrengthen their ability to
play an active role in shaping and implementing te®rm agenda. In a
nutshell, we seek to encourage a balanced dialbgiveeen duty-bearers and

right-holders.



Looking back over the last few years, it is onlyr f@ say that Egypt has
made courageous steps towards promoting a culfureiman rights at all

levels of Egyptian society. Allow me to flag soneyldevelopments of note.

Firstly, from an institutional perspective, Egymshset up three new bodies
that are powerful agents of change in the fieldhwian rights: the National
Council for Human Rights, the National Council fd&vomen, and the
National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. Sadly, from a reform
perspective, Egypt has enacted legislation to ingrhe status of women
and children in society, including a ban on fengaaital mutilation (FGM)
and an active policy to protect vulnerable chilgreatably street children;
the minimum age of marriage for women rose fromtd6l8 years and
allowed women to obtain a birth certificate forithehild without listing the
father's name; the opening of 64 new seats in ¢éwePeople’'s Assembly for
women candidates is now a reality; important legish on human
trafficking was adopted in May 2010, as well as ewnlaw on organ
transplants that was enacted after a long stardihgte on the issue.” (Al-

Ahram newspaper, Issue No. 1026)

The Action Plan’s agenda is visibly ambitious, tthet EU"s role regarding democratization
and human rights in Egypt after singing the ActRlan has been mostly declaratory and
reactive. EU's weak Presidential Declaration caraig) constitutional amendments
generated both wide domestic and internationalcih. The EU has been using the
classical tools in its foreign policy and focusedstrengthening its conception as a civilian

power. (Gulce Kumrulu 2008)

2.3 Trade

Since the 1957 Treaty of Rome the EU external tradkcy has been exclusive EU

competence. In other words the 27 EU Member Stegbs heavily on the European

Commission to propose and to conduct the EU cominade policy.The EU-Egypt

Association Agreements trade provisions were sign&2D04. The European Union has a

delegation in Egypt and its Trade Sections work&atditate EU-Egypt bilateral trade of

agricultural and industrial products and of sersic&hey work towards ensuring the
9



smooth implementation of the trade provisions & EU-Egypt Association Agreement
and to enable effective contacts to important maficauthorities (e.g. the Egyptian
Ministry of Trade and Industry), professional orgations (e.g. Chambers of Commerce)
and private sector players. In close cooperatigih whe EU, the Trade Section also
assesses and helps to solve trade disp(ibetegation of the European Union to Egypt,
Trade)

Egypt takes part in the Euromed process that aimzeating a free trade area in the
Mediterranean. The EU and Egypt have made signifipaogress in freeing up trade
between them and the EU offers duty free treatreetite Egyptian industrial products. By
the year 2019 the dismantling process will be ceteol. As for agricultural products,

some 90% of exchanges of goods are fully liberatdabth directions, since 1st June 2010.

(Delegation of the EU to Egypt, Trade)

According to Gamal Bayoumi (Al-Ahram newspaperutsdNo. 835) the economic track
was, in reality, the only successful track. Bayowasserts that Europe has always been a
soft power or "a political dwarf" that never mandge impose its political will on any
partner state. However "as an economic gianttjatitto establish economic partnerships
with many Mediterranean states.

The EU-Egyptian bilateral trade grew by nine pemtde 2010. Egypt also rose to 28
place as a trade partner from thé"3flace in 2007. (Al-Ahram newspaper, Issue No.
1026) In 2008 the total amount of the trade volumeéwveen the European Union and
Egypt amounted to €20.66 billion. The EU was Egypirst trading partner in the same
year with the total percentage of 35 of the coustimade. The same year Egypt’s exports
to the EU rose by 13,1%. (Comelli 2010) "This isibally because EU exports to Egypt
have grown. The Egyptian domestic market is growimgall directions in terms of
consumption and investment by companies and teisfuyports.” says Sherine Nasr at Al-

Ahram newspaper on December 2010. (Al-Ahram newspdgsue No. 1026)

The Euro debt crisis has had its impacts on theptay pound, as its value has spiked.
Egyptian products are becoming more expensivearEtd market. On the other hand the

European products in Egypt have become cheapen Bla, secretary-general of the

10



Confederation of Egyptian European Business Assoom (CEEBA) sees the Euro debt

crisis as positive:

"People think our competitiveness in the Europearket is at stake because
our products became highly priced and competitoits provide cheaper
goods, but that is not correct. The competitivenes€gyptian products
remains the same, because the Euro plummeted agardollar and the yen
as well, so competing products will not necessasdycheaper.” (Al-Ahram

newspaper, Issue No. 1001)

He also added:

"Since Egypt's imports from the EU are more tharexkports, we are making

more profits overall.” (Al-Ahram newspaper, Issue. 1001)

Also the head of the Importers™ Division at the r@aChamber of Commerce Ahmed
Sheiha see the Euro crisis as a good thing fointiperters, but downplays the extent of

profits:

"Importers are definitely making more profit thareqerisis, but it's not that
much of a difference. The Euro slide is about 110geat only; it would have
been of a serious effect if the slide was 30 pert c@ more." (Al-Ahram

newspaper, Issue No. 1001)

Hossam Kamel, manager of the Cairo InternationalhBrge Company, says in the same

interview:

"Some Egyptians hold onto every Euro they havegbielg it would surge
soon. The demand on Euros has become very weaikigoagd selling of the
European Union currency is very rare, never likéolme the crisis." (Al-
Ahram newspaper, Issue No. 1001)

11



Egypt needs to focus on branching out exports éurth rise from its isolation and to take
maximum advantage from the growth potential offdogdrade globalization. (Dessus et
al. 1998)

2.4 Migration

The Egyptian migration to Europe has started alredigbr the Nasser's revolution in 1952
due to the political unrest and the implementatmn nationalization schemes and
socialism. During that time migrants were more eded than those who stayed. In
comparison, nowadays most of the migrants to Eumeeless educated than before.
(Zohry 2006)

The migration to European countries is caused byemy, economic difficulties, and

improper socio-economic policies. Also the rapidoylation growth is one substantial

problem. Today Egypt's population is approximat®®5 million (Trading Economics,

Population) which means that the population doulrethe last 30 years. There is also a
high level of unemployment. (Zohry 2006) The unesypient rate in Egypt remained at
12.5% in 2012. In Egypt the unemployment rate meassthe number of people actively
looking for a job as a percentage of the laborddirading Economics, Unemployment).
Egypt needs to achieve a sustained real GDP gratg¢hof at least 6 percent per year in
order to control unemployment. Also the governmasdds to form around 800 000 new
jobs each year. The level of overemployment in pllic sector and the size of the

informal sector add more complexity to the issdehfy 2006)

The main reasons behind the current stream of kgyphigration to Europe are (1) the
increasing severity of unemployment; (2) the contipet on jobs faced in the Arab Gulf
countries due to the cheap South East Asian laat(3) nearness of Libya where most of

the boat journeys to Europe start. (Zohry 2006)
It is understandable that the issue of illegal igwatiion is important for the EU as Egypt is

one of the largest emigration countries in the Nadgast. It is also worth mentioning here

that Egypt is also the recipient of a large amaoaintransit migrants coming e.g. from

12



Sudan and Somalia. The relations are focusing gal laspects and practical issues of
migration flows and they are described in the ENfEgh Plan. (Seeberg 2012)

2.5 Egyptian Political Elite’s Views on the Bilateral Relations

The Egyptian government has valued strengtheniagdfations with the European Union
in its foreign policy and it has seen the Euro-Mewalanean Partnership as a cornerstone.
The Egyptian government has repeatedly been wiltimgconstructively and actively
cooperate with the European Union and its membaestand aiming to achieve the
Barcelona Process principles and objectives. Simeéssociation Agreement entered into
force in 2004 the relations between Egypt and thehas seen a qualitative leap both
bilaterally and regionally in the Barcelona Proceestext. The Egypt-EU Action Plan
formed within the European Neighborhood Policy lopened up new possibilities for
dialogue and deepened cooperation in differenddiehnd thereby has supported the
implementation of the Association Agreement togetindth the Barcelona Process.
(Bayoumi 2007) European foreign policy represematito the Middle East are valued and
their presence in the area is seen as positive.atheities and visits of the European
officials are covered, especially when it comesgjdestions about Israel or the US. (Ebeid
2004)

The Egyptian government sees European Neighboripotidy as a way to deepen the
Euro-Mediterranean partnership and notes thatatilshbe seen as an enhancement of the
Barcelona process and not replacing it. They adsotlse ENP as a way to take care of the
benefits that the Egyptians can achieve. The Eggmiovernment has seen it necessary to
form working methods for the bilateral negotiatioMultilateral negotiations between all
the Euro-Mediterranean partners need to be condlastd common follow-up procedures
need to be invented. They hope for peer-to-peeatiosls instead of EU's surveillance
process over the Southern Mediterranean countde®\wements. Still, in many political
iIssues, the Egyptian government has shown itsdligidy rigid. It can be seen, that they
have not followed the Action Plan completely inesasuch as e.g. the independence of the

media and human rights issues. (Bayoumi 2007)

From 2005 elections until the Action Plan was addpthe EU criticized the Egyptian
governance on its practices towards e.g. Muslimt#ns, journalists and judges. Only a
13



few days after the Action Plan was concluded, tlgypEan opposition boycotted the
comprehensive constitutional amendment packagetedidyy the parliament. Even though
the amendments were seen crucial in the Egyptiaergment, many domestic and even
international circles rejected it as an attemptdotrol the Muslim Brotherhood in the
future and to maintain the status quo. It was asiciemable thing to ban the political
activity based on religion and the amendments ntiaglelections harder for independents.
Also the erosion of full judicial supervision inettelection was criticized along with the
given powers to the executive to fight againstaiesm. They were seen concerning what

comes to the protection of human rights and fundaatédreedoms. (Comelli 2010)

From the EU side the implementation of the EU-Egiption Plan has not been very
encouraging when it comes to the reform poteniiaé Egyptian regime has always feared
anyone “interfering” with the domestic politicalségm and also the relationship with the
EU has been seen as a threat in that sense. Titiegbalite in Egypt is mainly interested
in improving the trade and economic cooperatiorhwlite EU, but unwilling to cooperate
on political reforms. (Bayoumi 2007) The ENP refisrhave not been discussed with the
opposition and civil society and have adopted dinbse reforms not threatening the status
quo. (Comelli 2010)

As the relations are mostly seen through the teemepolitical prism, the Egyptian security
imperatives and European defense policy impactsnateoften mentioned. The Arab-
Israeli peace process and the war in Iraq have bdaesubled backdrop, but the political
aspect debate of the EMP has demonstrated twoachctory ideas: the EU as a natural
benevolent political ally and Europe as a formdowe@l power. The predominating view

depends always on the political context. (Ebeid4200

The US is from a strategic point of view the maaportant partner for Egypt. Still the
importance of the relationship is not highlightedtbe Egyptian regime. Interestingly, the
relations with the EU are stressed more publiciyt, they are seen as mainly concerning
economic and trade matters. Egyptian governmemeradeals with the EU countries
bilaterally and has formed important relations wétly. France and ltaly. Still also the
trade, cooperation and regional integration wite U are seen consequential as in

contrast with the cooperation with Arab countrigggheid 2004). The Egyptian press sees
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the European role as a balanced broker in the Ftaeli crisis as the European judgments
are highlighted. (Ebeid 2004)

The EU's role in the Middle East and through theoEMediterranean co-operation has
gotten official criticism. It is seen, that throuddarcelona Process it has mainly tried
reducing instability. The EU's security and poltigoals are seen as dominating instead
of as regional cooperation. The EU tries to avaidsés arising from the south” and the
allusion is made directly to questions of immigpatand terrorism. It is feared that the aim
of the EU would not be the cooperation with the tBetn Mediterranean countries or to
help them solving their problems, but to help theithin their borders and not exporting

to the EU countries. (Bayoumi 2007)

The Egyptian press does not tolerate EU policias glo against perceived Arab positions.
For example, the EU list of terrorist organizatiovess strongly criticized when Hamas was
included. This led to condemning the EU positioe€@mpromising the Palestinian rights.
The EU was also seen to crack under American pressod to support Israeli state
terrorism. These kinds of statements cause aaiieetanti-Western views in press. (Ebeid
2004)

The Egyptian government is in favor of the enlargaetof the EU as it will create more
trade between Egypt and the EU, even though theofethe EU's focus turning more to
the east from the south has been brought up as Watly remind the EU to keep their
focus on the cooperation with the Southern Meditezan from the accommodation of the
new member states. (Bayoumi 2007) Sadly there ahg wery few sources regarding
Egyptian political parties’s views on the Europé&hmon. There are almost no references
in the parliamentary electoral programs about tble those few notions normally relate to
the more global aspects of the relations. Stilieleas been an inclination in the support to
strengthening Egyptian relations with the EU. ltaisfresh counterbalance to the US
relations. These kinds of notions can be foundaypnewspapers, such as Al-Wafd (right
wing party, liberal), Al-Ahaly (left wing party) ahAl-Araby (Nasserist party). (Bayoumi
2007) The EU is somewhat seen as a model for Azglomal integration. The successful
European integration is put in contrast to the Adabntegration and EU enlargement is

seen in a way as “lessons” for Arab integratiorgid 2004)
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3 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

As there is already impressive literature conductedhe opportunities and successes as
well as obstacles and pitfalls of both the EuropBamghborhood Policy and the Euro-
Mediterranean relations it might seem unimportantdve a theoretical embedding to the
subject. Still it needs to be noted, that a themakfocus on the relations can form new
perspectives. In this chapter | will introduce ciiodality as the driving force behind the
EU-Egypt bilateral relations. In the second sectodrthe chapter | will introduce elite
theories for defining the term “elite” and in order explain why | have chosen to

interview only Egyptian elite members for this tises

3.1 Conditionality

3.1.1 Defining Conditionality

Political conditionality entails the linking, by state or international organization, of
perceived benefits to another state (such asraide toncessions, cooperation agreements,
political contacts, or international organizationembership), to the fulfilment of
conditions relating to the protection of human tsgghnd the advancement of democratic
principles. Positive conditionality can be loosédlfined as promising the benefit(s) to a
state if it fulfills the conditions; negative cotidnality means that if the state violates the

conditions, those benefits will be reduced, suspdndr terminated. (Smith 1997)

Conditionality aims at determining a process's omte through external pressure.
Conditions or preconditions are specified in exgfganf support and a promise of either
material aid or political opportunities have beawaolved. Many international and

European organizations have adopted conditionalibe term has originated from the

international financial or aid organizations (suaf the International Monetary Fund)
demanding conditions. (Grugel 1999, 62) It can rréfeactions, outcomes or processes.
Conditionality uses some kind of incentive to irase probability of actions and for

encouraging outcomes in demand. It should stilkdyat in mind that the essential results
can be hard to identify, measure and verify ang tte lag behind actions. (Koeberle et
al. 2005, 30)
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Political or governance conditionality can be ddllerocess conditionality. It aims at
building capacity and requires that a process gemented or certain institutions be in
place enhancing the transparency and represemtaiseof governance. (Koeberle et al.
2005, 31) It focuses on promoting good governanstead of specific actions, policies or
outcomes. Through conditionality it is hoped to dquce better actions, policies and
outcomes through accountable, transparent, respgnsgpresentative and democratic
government institutions. (e.g. Grugel 1999). Onanagle of this is making aid available
for those countries where governments and ingtitgtiare most effective or meet certain
international standards. Benchmarks can be defmedinimum standards for freedom of
the media, independence of the courts, freedomrganize and register independent
political parties and labor unions, the rights ehpeful assembly and protest, and the right
to strike. (Koeberle et al. 2005)

3.1.2 The European Union and Conditionality

The European Union has adopted the role of a premadtreform and democracy to the
neighboring countries, particularly to the Arabteta The EU attempts to offer a more
attractive model for democracy promotion than tmtédl States, as the US relies more on
the negative conditionality, such as sanctions @ddeductions. The EU model relies on
positive conditionality with incentives and rewar{Smith 1997) Still, as for the European
Union the Mediterranean has shown itself as an afemnflict and tension and it fears
Islamic fundamentalism and illegal migration and dsncerned about security. The
downturn of the economic situation and the slowetpnomic development drive the
security threats. Especially after the terrorisaeks of 11" of September 2001 the EU
changed its position towards the Southern Medme@a countries and security and
democracy became important factors. The EU has\mli that democracy promotion can
materialize through a “spillover effect”, which cdrappen when the uprisings in the

authoritarian countries start challenging the reggin{Khaled el Molla 2009)

This kind of interaction also reflects that theemmational actors have become more
deliberate in their democracy promotion. They dquo&t rely on the indirect effect of
democratizing influences in the international eorment. Conditionality can adopt an

even more concrete form when figures of transnationllective action are considered. It
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should be considered whether these interactionsustained and integrated or temporary.
(Grugel 1999, 60)

Conditionality was clearly defined and used in friagn the accession process and
negotiations. Positive conditionality was definedcomplement negative conditionality.
Soon after this the Commission noticed, that cooniiity, negative and positive, work
only on individual base. The success depends alaayise national context and the will to
cooperate. More compromising measures were addednditionality, e.g. commitments
to common values, a philosophy based on differeatia mutual agreements or joint-
ownership (partnership), participation and decotregion/decentralisation, as well as by
innovative ways of controlling and evaluating theating of the accession criteria or
commitments. (Kratochvil 2006) This is still notwiéo ENP. Political conditionality
subsequently entered the debate on democratizatiditvecame common in the 1990s. All
ENP partner countries have been a subject to galliionditionality at some point. It has
acquired quasi-official status in the EU. (Schimierehig 2005; Grugel 1999, 68) The EU
seems to agree that democratic principles and gromof human rights in foreign policy
are a legitimate objective and conditionality cafpito achieve that. (Smith 1997)

Conditionality involves multilateral pressure whishseen more acceptable than coming
from another foreign government. Member statesatsm reduce or suspend aid and in this
way loosen the relations. (Smith 1997) Eventudllggals with international legitimation.
The EU's offer of an official relationship is codered as an approval on a country's new
democratic credentials. Early recognition of dematicrcredentials does help the transition
process, but certain preconditions should be mébréet is granted. To enter the
European Union is a long process where the EU wvbsdhe democratic conditions in the
applying country. Even though the EU has alwayshbzear that membership is only for
the European states that are liberal democracibasitdefined the necessary conditions
gradually over time. (Grugel 1999, 68)

In the past decades the EU has moved from fornitakier (e.g. free elections, rule of law)
to conditions of “substantive democracy”. This me#me quality of democracy, including
the social function of constitutions and the waymlan rights are perceived, how far

political parties provide a means for political f@pation, the role of the media and
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whether they represent broad political debate tridwesformation in public administration
and the existence of an active civil society. (&uUP99, 68) The European Union has had

the most effective policy and comprehensive appgreacdemocratic conditionality.

NATO can be seen as more powerful organization i@ EU when it comes to the
security framework, but it has been loose whemmes to the democratic conditions. The
EU's political weight and economic attraction givieluence over new democracies.
(Grugel 1999, 68)

3.1.3 Criticism against Conditionality

There is also criticism against conditionalityisitseen as illegitimate interference of other
states’ domestic affairs and as a challenge tsthies’ sovereignty. Human rights on the
other hand are a universal principle and spread@mgocracy is important in that light. As
more than a hundred states have ratified the latemal Covenants on Civil and Political
Rights, and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, European Council has declared that
expressing concern about violations of human rights requests for securing those rights

cannot be taken as interference in the domestiraff(Smith 1997)

When the effectiveness and use of political cooddlity has been researched it has been
visible that the EU has trusted the attractivereddhe EU membership or cooperation to
increase progress in democracy and human rightilllthasn’t been adequate, as high
domestic political power costs of adaptation to ¢baditions that the EU has diminished
the interest. As the ENP countries do not have neeshitp possibility and they are mainly
authoritarian regimes, it can be suggested thaEtie will not have a significant impact
on the human rights and democracy in the areair(®cblfennig 2005)

The EU has been inconsistent with its politics driths caused the political conditionality
to suffer from conflicting functional goals. (Schimelfennig 2005) Even though positive
measures might be an inadequate response to hughas violation or problems in the
democratic process, the negative measures aretapufor many reasons. Outside
pressure can be effective, but sometimes goverrmaamnot respond to outside pressure.
Sanctions can damage and anger the populationiva tirem towards the government’s

support. On the other hand, what comes to theipesibnditionality, it is unlikely that aid
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allocation would increase. But if the EU wishes use conditionality, the amounts
allocated to states should be based on their huights and democracy situation. Within
EU there is criticism against strict conditionalfgcause it can seal off some countries that
would need the most aid and ties with the EU. (Brh@97)

Can we expect the ENP to have a positive impat¢hempartner countries when it comes to
democracy and human rights? In the ENP frameworkodeacy and good governance
occur together with stability and as a specifitéarea of cooperation. Stability is one of
the most important goals in the policy and a coodifor cooperation. As the search for
efficient cooperation might compromise political nditionality, there is a potential

inconsistency within the ENP. (Schimmelfennig 2005)

Conditionality over all has generated combativewussions around the world. It is difficult
to invent appropriate counterfactuals and attriboicomes when evaluating the
conditionality effects. Due to this, the assesss@ftconditionality have been mixed or
inconsistent. Conditionality faces critique espkgian efficacy and enforcement.
Conditionality is seen having failed to promoteorei and growth. When donors engage
in defensive lending the utility diminishes even remoConditionality also is seen to
infringe on the sovereignty of lending countriessdthe content is criticized as the main
problem is suggested to be the content of conditinat conditionality itself. It is also seen
that the too numerous, detailed and intrusive dam# micromanage the recipient
countries. (Koeberle et al. 2005, 60)

Conditionality is in a way a part of a cycle. Itnest effective when a policy dialogue and
capacity building follows. In the policy dialogubket people should discuss the relevant
issues and talk about the way to compensate fordhstraints in the domestic capacity. It
should be addressed in the future that the caphaitging links to a country's ability to
monitor and implement reforms. At the moment natugh is done in the multilateral as

well as in the bilateral institutions about courtapacity. (Koeberle et al. 2005, 259)
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3.2 Elite Theory

3.2.1 Overview on the Elite Theories

In the 17" century the word “elite” was used to describe comities of particular
excellence. Later the word was broadened to supewaial groups, i.e. prestigious
military units or nobility. In Europe the term beca widely used in the ¥9century,
notable in the writings of Vilfredo Pareto. (Bottore 1993, 1) The elite theory, alongside
with pluralism and Marxism, has formed one of th@mframeworks in the research of the
use of social power. The doom of the elite the@y heen — especially after World War Ii
— to be left in the shadows of Marxists class tiedfo the classics of the elite theory can
be named Vilfredo Pareto’s (1848-1923) The Mind 8ndiety, Gaetano Mosca's (1858-
1941) the Ruling Class and Robert Michel's (18788)%olitical Parties. (Ruostetsaari
2003, 40)

In the mid-1980s and 1990s the elite theories éxpeed a kind of a renaissance. This is
much due to the transformation processes in Latireica and former socialist countries.
Especially Michael Burton and John Highley have eloasearch on the elite relations
(consensual, fragmented and divided) and regimestyghe emerge of consolidated
democracies require “unity in diversity” which meaa situation where the elites agree on
the rules of the game. (Perthes 2004, 2)

The connotation of elitism and superiority has préed the elite theory to spread, just as
the interest in Marxism as a theoretical approaas lieen diluted by the identification to
real socialism. It is often thought that since éhi¢e theory deals with the elites, it must
also be elitist. Though it has been like that friome to time, in the elite theory elitism is
not inevitable. As elite theory is not irrevocaliigd to dichotomist understanding of the
power structures, it is neither inevitably comndtte the elitist perception of those power
structures. Elite theory focuses on the irrefutafalet that in all societies there are
particularly influential minorities. By contrasthe elite theory is ideologically neutral.
(Ruostetsaari 2003, 41)

21



The core of the elite theory can be roughly reducetthe claim of Gaetano Mosca, that in
all societies, there are two classes: the classdbminates and the class that is being
dominated.

“Among the constant facts and tendencies thatabetfound in all political

organisms, one is so obvious that it is apparetitéamost casual eye. In all
societies — from societies that are very meageghelbped and have barely
attained the dawnings of civilization, down to theost advanced and
powerful societies — two classes of people appearclass that rules and a
class that is ruled. The first class, always thes leumerous, performs all
political functions, monopolizes power and enjdys &dvantages that power
brings, whereas the second, the more numerous, dasdirected and

controlled by the first, in a manner that is nowrenor less legal, now more
or less arbitrary and violent, and supplies th& fin appearance at least, with
material means of subsistence and with the instnimliges that are essential

to the vitality of the political organism.” (Mosd®39, 50)

Mosca explained the rule of minority over majorityth the fact that the former is
organized.

“In reality the dominion of an organized minoritgheying a single impulse,
over the unorganized majority is inevitable. Thevpo of any minority is
irresistible as against each single individualhe majority, who stands alone
before the totality of the organized minority. Aetsame time, the minority
is organized for the very reason that it is a mtgdr(Mosca 1939, 53)

He continues:

“— members of a ruling minority regularly have sorattribute, real or
apparent, which is highly esteemed and very intiaénn the society in
which they live.” (Mosca 1939, 53)

22



In other words in all societies there is a smahanity of the population, which makes the
important decisions. Since these decisions are-vadging (have impacts in most of the
areas of the society) they are normally consideécetie political decision, even if the
minority that makes them does not consist justaditipians. (Ruostetsaari 2003, 42) This

Is the situation in virtually all of the organizedcieties in the modern world, also in Egypt.

The elitist concept of power is close to the onélobbes, where the power is seen as the
current way to something good in the future. Power way to acquire other social goods,
such as wealth, economic influence, social stadsication, children, etc. Hobbes sees
them turning into power. Both the wealth and thegtailities of education maintain the
dominance of the elite from one generation to agrodnd convert it to hereditary cast.
(Ruostetsaari 2003, 44)

It is almost impossible to discuss politics or sbgiin general without comparing the

power of different persons, organizations or ingtins. It is rather a rule than exception
that the elite and the people differ from the atlés of each other. The resignation of the
elite views from the public opinion can be explaine different ways. As the elites are

better informed and educated than the public, gteyuld have cognitive requirement to

understand complex things, also for the future. tm other hand, elites are mostly of
higher-income, even privileged in many respectghscsocial reforms or the failure not to

make them will affect them differently than nontedi. (Ruostetsaari 2003, 256)

3.2.2 Elites in the Middle East

Most studies on elites in the Middle East wereiedrout in the 1960s and 1970s, but
almost no research has been conducted later. Htedies focused mainly on how the
broad range of young elites was formed and howfiécts the revolutionary political and

socioeconomic transformations in the mid-1950s.nEtl®ugh they might be analytical,

they tend to be more deprecatory than criticalrt{fes 2004, 3) The interest in political
elites of the Arab world declined at the end of 18¥0s due to the long Arab regimes.
Studies from this time stayed valid until the erfdl®90s, but at the moment they only
offer a basis for comparative studies. There has emerged a younger elite that position

themselves for substantive political roles. (Pexth@04, 3)
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In the discussions of the problems and prospectsi®feloping countries” the idea of
elites has been invoked frequently. As there isodopnd association between changes in
social structure and the rise and fall of elitdss tshould cause no surprise. When
economic, political or other changes appear, thest fnodify different social groups’
authority and power. At the same time other granpsnd to increase their power and to
take control of the changes. Whenever complex fiicdit social changes happen, the

need for “charismatic” leaders and elites appdasttomore 1993, 72)

All of the Arab countries have unique features daetheir histories. The graphical
situation and relations with other nations alsoehtheir impact on their development. But
there are also common features to be found frohaltountries in the Middle East. Many
of them have been under colonial rule and have ihddpendence struggles against
conquerors, but some have been independent alfeady while and instead have been
resisting the foreign power controlling their ecomo resources. In these countries the
political issues come from fighting against feudatl autocratic systems that have caused

unequal and inflexible class systems. (Bottomoi@3192-73)

The general problems in the developing countriescaused by the accelerated pace of
industrialization. This is sought by already indiadized countries by their own example.
The rapid growth of population and the social aodtipal conditions take their part as
well. It needs to be understood, that the condstiohthe Western countries were more
favorable when the industrialization took place.eTéconomic organizations, political
cohesion, stability and psychological preparati@rendifferent and the process itself was
more gradual. The situation in developing countisesompletely different at the moment.
The countries in the Middle East face economicidiffies and the fact that the
surrounding world has advanced industrial countdesiinating world production, trade
and investment. The developing countries also haviace the political instability and
need for improvements and welfare as well as sonesti powerful opposing forces.
(Bottomore 1993, 74)

In these kinds of situations the need for elites l@aders to control and inspire is enhanced

as Bottomore continues:
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“It is further enhanced by the lack of experiencesocial and political
organization of the mass of the population who havweany cases been kept
in a condition of subjection by autocratic ruleesther indigenous or
foreign.” (Bottomore 1993, 74)

In some countries of the Middle East, the elitegehattempted to introduce social and
economic changes from above. Sometimes this hgsehad under foreign but as well as
under internal pressure. Their actions are conflmetheir own interest in maintaining the
existing state of society. For performing theiroref policies they should allow and even
encourage more social mobility, extend educatiod arake their own positions more
accessible to lower class individuals or groupss Istill questionable if they want to do
this or even can with the speed that should inrotddulfill the demands of economic
growth. They also have to face the influence of tiesv elites, rising from the labor

movement. (Bottomore 1993, 75)

The change inside the elite is seen in the Aralntrms. (Perthes 2004, 15) In Egypt,

younger officers are often open to participatingpublic policy debates and they are
seemingly less antidemocratic and suspicious abmutoutside world, whereas for the

elder generation the isolation of military from itisociety is normal. (Perthes 2004, 13)
There are less military personnel, medical doctord teachers among the elites than
earlier. Engineers used to be an important path@felites, and even though they are still
found, their professional experience is increasinglthe private sector instead of public
sector. There are also more representatives dioi@l professions and people working in
management and business. Overall the Arab elitesecoowadays largely from urban

middle-class. (Perthes 2004, 15)

3.2.3 Defining Egyptian Elite

For the purposes of this paper, the Egyptian &itaken to be those professional, business
and government elements of the upper and upperteniddome strata, who have received
Western education (have been taught in Englishkapgarivate schools). This group has
provided much of Egypt’s socio-economic elite sinmadernization began because those
with Western education have possessed the sk#ldatkin the enterprises, and those with

superior resources have had greater access teduchtion. The elite members are among
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the most socially and politically influential foican Egypt. They are seemingly pro-
Western and liberal and through them assumptiomaitathe opinions of other social

groups in Egypt can be done. (Hinnebusch 1982)

The use of the English language in Egypt dates badkrench and British colonialism.

During those times the Egyptian elite members prefeeducation in French or English.
Lately English has become more widely used thamdfreand the elite members use
English as their second language of additional camaation. (Haeri 1997; Warschauer et
al. 2006) Learning English starts already in thedkrgarten. The elite normally continue
to post-secondary education in English, either atbr¢mostly in the United States or
England) or in Egypt (mostly in the American Unisigy in Cairo). There are also English-

medium departments in the Egyptian public univgrgivarschauer et al., 2006)

The elite usually continue their post-secondarycatlan in English, studying either
abroad (e.g., in the United States or the UK),raEaglish-medium university in Egypt
(the most established being the American Universit€airo), or in an English-medium
department of an Egyptian public university. Nil@ofHaeri has written widely on the
language and power in Egypt and she argues thattiagyelites’ ties to Arabic are not
very strong. (Haeri 1997) This is due to many défe factors. The elite members
normally occupy positions where the use of Englishnecessary (e.g. international
banking, medicine and research) and they are didiam Islamic fundamentalist

movements that try to defend Classical Arabic edigious language. (Haeri 1997)

| believe it is also about the way the educatiocaigied out. In January 2011 in Cairo, the
interviews that | carried out about the relatiopstowards Europe revealed that in the

English kindergartens children are prohibited frepeaking Arabic and the teachers do not
respond to them if they speak Arabic. It is intérgsto see, that the use of English in

everyday life could be seen as a threat to th@maltlanguage and to culture, but when it
comes to my own studies it seems that the Egymia@ that has been immersed in an
English language environment for years do not espagy concern about the future status

of Classical Arabic vis-a-vis English.
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4 RESEARCH MATERIAL AND METHOD

In this chapter | will introduce the research mialeand the method used for this study.
First | will present why | have chosen to conductj@alitative research. Next | will

introduce the research material and also presentlite interview. In the next section |
will present semi-structured interview as a datéection method. In the end of the chapter

I will focus briefly on the qualitative analysis thed, typecasting.

4.1 Qualitative Research

Always before starting the research, the reseambeds to think through whether to use a
qualitative or a quantitative research. Considetimg nature of my research problem, I
decided to use the qualitative research. My rebequestions are not based on numbers,
but on a description and interpretation of factdodus closely on the history of the
relations between the European Union and Egyptjniemtions and meanings of them. |
approach the research questions through the réspeeterial and the research is based on
theoretical frame. These are seen as key factdheiquantitative research. (Hirsjarvi et al.
1997, 131)

The definition “qualitative” research can be ciitged, as it can seem misleading and can
give an impression of better, “softer” research pamed to the superficial and “hard”
quantitative research. All research is always jfisstrratching the surface” — it is not
possible to reach the phenomena completely. But mibfound research, meaning well
planned and conducted research, repeating thercbsead approaching the examined
phenomena from different angles it is possible & wgersatile information and add

understanding of the cause-effect-relations optienomena. (KvaliMOTV)

Induction (material orientation) is often juxtapdseith qualitative research and deduction
(theory orientation) with quantitative research,t lihis kind of separation is quite
simplifying. Qualitative research is not purely evél oriented — not even its material
oriented forms. Quantitative study is not purelgdty oriented. Induction and deduction

should not be seen as opposite to each other. &@dtese are sometimes needed in the
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same research. Research cannot completely be “@yg Wwased on just a theory or
material. (KvaliMOTV)

The aim of qualitative research is to understamrdptlenomena through the perspective of
the subject, actor. Researcher takes part in teareh process and isn’t just the “outside
observer”. The research process is flexible andcbange during the research process. It is
typical that the research material is collectedem context and situations and through the
gualitative research method the process naturdefphenomena can be reached. The
researcher's own observation is more important ttren measured data. Through the
qualitative research complex phenomena and prosem®e being explored. Theory, in

qualitative research, works as a way and as anTweory as a way helps with conducting

the research as through the theory it is posshleohstruct interpretations. Theory as an
aim focuses on developing the theory and movingnfsxattered observations towards

general. (Jarvenpaa 2006)

Christine Daymon and Immy Holloway note in theiokdualitative Research Methods in

Public Relations and Marketing Communications:

“To some extent, qualitative researchers workHatédge of chaos’, which is
at the point of balance where the research has ssimeture but the

researcher may not be totally in control if theg @pen to spontaneously
following up on new and interesting ideas or exg@es which may not have

been anticipated when the research began.” (Daywnhah 2011, 7)

Qualitative researchers try to understand theiearesh participants’ views and meanings
for understanding the research phenomena in theirst It should be acknowledged that
research is not only a collaborative process lad al creative one. Qualitative research
aims to capture processes that happen over tinteashsof aiming to capture them.
(Daymon et al. 2011, 7-9)

It is needed to take in consideration also theécesin of qualitative research. It can be seen
as too impressionistic and subjective. Subjectiistyabout critical self-awareness as the

researcher needs to state and examine their owatidacin the research. Qualitative
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research is also difficult to replicate, as quéira investigators are the main research
instrument. There are often also problems with gdization, even though qualitative
research studies are not supposed to be repragerdaffs larger population. The research
might also have a lack of transparency. The audiit has to be described so that readers
can follow it. (Daymon et al. 2011, 10-11)

4.2 Research Material

4.2.1 Written Sources

The sources used in this paper have been mairdyntga research and literature on the
European Union and contemporary Egypt. Also thepblications of Egypt and research
on the European foreign politics have been usdabisnpaper. Many of these are based on
the democracy and human rights promotion. | haeel asfew internet sources, mainly the
websites of the European Commission and the Dategaf the European Union to Egypt.
| have also used the Al-Ahram newspaper and Eurppess releases in some quotations. |
decided to also search critical research on thefaan Neighborhood Policy. In my thesis
| have referred also to some Egyptian newspapeittewrin English and the European
Union’s own publications, Europa Newsroom. My re@shamaterial has been in Finnish

and English.

Referring to Hirsjarvi et al. (1997, 101) reseancaterial includes many possible sources
of errors. It is important to examine the reseayubstion from multiple different sources
and to apply source criticism. It is important ® dyitical both when selecting the sources

and when analyzing them.

4.2.2 Elite Interview

It is important to notice that the existing mateoa the image of the European Union in
Egypt is still very limited. This is due to the aiVely narrow space occupied by the EU in
the local media compared to the one of the UnitiedeS. The US is an important foreign
actor in Egyptian politics. There are also only f@pmion polls conducted about the public
opinion towards the bilateral relations and thoséspare rarely adequately filed. This
might be due to the rather low politization of fhegulation. (Bayoumi 2007; Ebeid 2004)
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Therefore | decided to conduct an interview forenmembers of the Egyptian elite in
January 2011. | aimed at researching their opinregarding the European Union and its
role in the region. | was also interested on thi@ws on the regime and the Arab-Israel
crisis. The interview was a qualitative evaluatsbndy using semi-structured method and |

will present it in the next section of this chapter

Three of the interviewees were women, six of thesneamen. | wanted to limit the amount
of interviewees to fewer than ten, as with biggaoant of material there would have been
the possibility of not exploring it fully. All oftem had a degree from a private university
and they had been studying in English. The intevges were aged from 23 to 32. |
selected the interviewees with help from my loca&fds. Some of them | had met before,
some of them were unknown to me. All the persok&agso participate in the interview
agreed. | interviewed only one person at a time,ibuaddition | also sifted through a
group discussion from the same topics. Beforeistaittold all the interviewees that they

will be kept anonymous. | will only reveal the genénd the age of the interviewees.

Interview number Gender Age
1 Male 23

2 Male 28

3 Male 32

4 Female 25

5 Male 26

6 Female 24

7 Female 25
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8 Male 29

9 Male 26

| wanted to conduct the interviews in Egypt andtaiking, as through writing it would
have been possible to structure their thoughttsd believe that by writing it would have
been even harder to bring out the critical pointiefv towards the subjects. | wanted to
interview especially the members of the elite asythre, in a way, the antennae of the

nation while having access to largest amountsfofimation.

The interviews to survey the elite views towards European Union and the Egyptian
regime were conducted in Cairo in January 2011. intexviews were carried out in the
homes of the interviewees and in quiet cafes. Mtexviewees seemed to like participating
in the interview and many of them had familiarizé@mselves with the subject, even
though they did not know the interview questionfolehand. Some of the interviewees
were asked to be interviewed already beforehandiheuquestions were not revealed to
them in order to avoid answers that were too pexhaBome of the interviewees were
asked to be interviewed suddenly, but it did né¢cfthe interview in any way. Most of
them gave meandering answers, only one of thevietgees gave one-sentence answers.
Talking next to the subject often gave fruitful aess, so | did not interrupt the

interviewees’ speech or guide them in any spewéy.

My role as an interviewer was very neutral and agoodative, not so much critical or
challenging. I did not present my own opinions &mdso told that to all the interviewees
before starting the interviews. The interview wagerview-like”, not free discussion. All
the interviews lasted on an average from 10 to ifutes. | had prepared 22 questions
concerning the European Union, Egypt and the futimg already in the very first
interviews | realized the amount of questions beéowbig and concentrated on presenting
only certain questions from each of the themes. hat see this as a problem as sticking to

my interview frame could have produced too manyilamanswers.
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All the interviews were conducted before the Japu201l1l revolution in Tunisia and

February 2011 revolution in Egypt. The last intews were conducted only two weeks
before the demonstrations started in Cairo™(@6 January 2011). The dissatisfaction
towards the president Hosni Mubarak could be seesoime interview answers, but from
most of the opinions an understanding came thraeoghrds the regime. The forthcoming

revolution could not be seen in any way from thenview answers.

All the interviews were recorded. The interviewessre asked permission for the
recording beforehand. When transcripted, the natevas around 15 pages with line
spacing one. | transcripted the interviews wordwmyd. | did not pay attention to non-
verbalism, but | marked the pauses in the speeth tiwee dots. In addition to the nine
interviews used in this thesis | conducted one miou¢ | decided not to use it, as during
the interview it came up that the interviewee wadrke the Egypt State Department with
foreign relations. | felt that it was not possilitg her to bring out her own opinions

concerning the subject.

| was also offered a possibility to interview orfetlee officers working with the European
Union related issues in the Egypt State Departmenbuld have used this interview in
this research to base the view of the politicaketif the European Union. Unfortunately
this interview was cancelled due to the weatheditmms in the Sinai during my visit to

Egypt in January 2011.

In chapter 5 | will analyze the interview answers.

4.3 Semi-Structured Interview

Interview is a basic method that works in manyet#ht occasions. When it comes to
scientific research, interview needs to be seem &ystematic way to collect information. |
had certain goals and aimed to collect as validrahdble material as possible. (Kajaanin
AMK, Opinnaytetyopakki) Interview is an interestingay of collecting data as the

researcher is in interaction with the subject ured@mination. (Hirsjarvi et al. 1997. 193)
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To start this chapter | need to note, that thereasone complete definition to semi-
structured interviews. Research interviews havenbdassified by their structure. The
method that | chose for the interview, semi-streeduinterview method, is placed in its
formality between form interview and unstructurederview. It is partly a planned and
partly an open way to conduct an interview. In gomas when it is important to get
information concerning certain factors, it is imgmt not to give too much freedom for the
interviewees in the interview situation. For théseds of occasions the semi-structured
interview method works particularly well. The inteewees are all asked the same
guestions in the same order or they are talkingiabertain themes in the same order. In
some definitions of the interview method it is stidt changing the order of the questions

is allowed, like i.e. in theme interview. (KvaliMQ®Y)

There are both benefits and disadvantages in usiagview as a data collecting method.
Semi-structured interview gives significant fleXityi both to the interviewer and the
interviewee. (See Hirsjarvi et al. 1997, 193; Tibkeskus, Virsta) The interviewees
become part of the study and they are reachalieié emerges a need to supplement the
material or if there is a wish to conduct a folloyw-study. (Hirsjarvi et al. 1997, 195)

It still needs to be noted that the analysis of ititerview material takes considerable
amount of time when there are many intervieweess Means, that it needs to be taken
into concern how many open questions to give andeoalready very critical when
planning the interview and the form of the questigiTilastokeskus, Virsta) The planning
of the interview also takes its time and the in@mer needs to familiarize with the role.
(Hirsjarvi et al. 1997, 195)

The reliability of the study is weakened by thetfdtat the interviewees tend to give
socially desirable answers. The interviewees migamt to present themselves e.g. as a
“good citizen”. There are cultural differences beén the countries and sometimes also
within a country. The interview material is alsoubd with the context and the situation.
This causes the interviewees to speak in the i@rgituation differently than in some
other situation. (Hirsjarvi et al. 1997, 195-196)
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4.4 Method of Analysis - Typecasting

In the next chapter when | move on analyzing therimews, | use qualitative research
method: typecasting. Through analyzing the intevgieny aim is to bring out the most
important and recurring themes. Typecasting israyais method where themes are being
formed, grouped and viewed more specifically. ($ky#an yliopisto, Koppa) Typecasting
Is a natural way to analyze semi-structured ineavgi. Themes are formed normally by
searching the texts (or in my case interviews) dertain themes that combine or
distinguish them. These themes are easily fourdallithe interviews. The interviews after
transcribing can be organized in themes. Sometiinese themes look like the interview
structure, but sometimes themes can be sometlseg &b the subjects people have talked
about do not follow the order and parsing the netea has formed. (KvaliMOTV) While

analyzing the interviews, | am trying to be as opended as possible.

The elite interview was divided under certain themaut they were not revealed to the
interviewees. It felt logical to continue the armhg with typecasting. The analysis started
with combining observations and loose themes. Tleammg of certain themes started
forming bigger nets. | read the transcribed intma through many times and aimed at
questioning my own interpretations. | would havented to take distance to my research
material, but due to the tight schedules, | neddecharry out the analysis within a short

time period.
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5 THEMES IN THE ELITE INTERVIEW

During the analysis | will refer to intervieweestlwthe letter “I” and the interview number
found from the table presented in chapter 4.2.2hénsame table are also the interviewees’

gender and their age. All the analysis in this teXtased on the interview answers.

Three themes were discussed with the interviewtesEuropean Union, the Egypt and the
future. In the section of the European Union, baockgd information about their overview

on the EU was gathered and how Europe is seenyptEm the next section they were

asked about their views on the political activifytloe Egyptians, the governance and the
Arab-Israeli crisis. In conclusion the role of tBeiropean Union as a role model for
democratization was discussed with the intervieveaekthe changes they would wish for
the politics in Egypt. My intention in this analgss to analyze the interview answers and
introduce the recurring themes. | do not give myi@pinion on the subjects, but intend to
bring out the interviewees™ voice. In the next ¢dkap will combine the results of the

analysis with conditionality and the presentedtiets between Egypt and the EU. | have

aimed at making it easy for the reader to followHdave formed the conclusions.

When planning my interview | hesitated with somela questions | was planning to ask.
| had been talking about the political issues watime of the Egyptian elite members
earlier, but mainly concerning other topics thagitdomestic issues. | was aware that they
were following world politics and especially Middiastern politics quite actively, but it
was a big concern whether they would be willingtake part in an interview and how
“openly” they would be willing to talk. | had a hgthesis, that there was a lot of criticism
towards the regime and about the foreign politiasder the surface”.

In a sense my hypothesis was proved both rightnandg. The interview situation and the
interview places might have caused “diplomatic’vees, but it was also visible that the
Egyptian elite members understood the differenesidn each political issue under
discussion and they were willing to talk openlytbem. The need for change was visible,

but still not put into words.

35



5.1 Talking About Politics

During the interviews, | found out two differenews on talking about the political issues.
According to the interviews it was forbidden toaliss domestic political issues previously
in Egypt and this still has its reflections to thisy. Some Egyptians do not feel
comfortable discussing political issues. (I18) Dgrimy visit to the Sinai area in January
2011 | got to talk with some of the locals outsike elite group. They revealed that people
criticizing the regime and president Hosni Mubagai& still being arrested. | also got to
speak with a person who had been interrogated itfortunately | did not get permission

to record the conversation.

“Here in Egypt we don’t talk about the politics bese in the old days it was
forbidden to talk about the politics. There waséhguys in a place talking
they maybe got arrested. So the people are afaialk about the politics in

any place.” (18)

The political discussions are still often coloredhwokes and rumors. (12) This was visible
also among the elites. During the discussions | dwadide the interview situation, jokes
were presented even though the discussion mighe lbeen intense. The frustration
towards the current political situation in Egypt d¢kearly seen in the poorest socio-
economic group, but referring to the elite, theyndd see a possibility in making a change.

In this way, political discussions might also bersas futile.

“They are afraid. They are afraid to talk about ploditics. But not like in the
old years. Now it's better. But they talk like yhink it as a joke. They talk
politics as a joke.” (12)

On the other hand, in some interview answers itsuggested that at least in Cairo, people
nowadays speak about the politics incessantly. Tiight be due to the high
unemployment rate as the elite also brought upttdmamuch free time causes the criticism

towards the regime to come up. (16)
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5.2 Mubarak and the Regime — The Need for Change

| discussed with the interviewees about their vi@nsPresident Hosni Mubarak and the
way he leads. (Attachment 1) My hypothesis befayadacting the interview was that
there would be statements against him. Unexpecthdhg was almost no criticism against
Mubarak and the regime. When reading through @&lahswers it seems clear, that the
interviewees see the president as the most powkgiule in the whole country. Other
politicians were not brought up, neither were it parties.

“Some people don’t like his way. But | like his wale can control the
country now and if he is going to leave it's noingoto work easy for any

new president.” (12)

Only one of the nine interviewees directly brougimt that he does not like the way
Mubarak leads. This is due to the need for charegewal of the domestic politics, which
iIs not currently happening. The world is changimguad Egypt, but Egypt is holding

back. (15) Also the side effects of the long reajrMubarak were brought up once. In this
comment it was made clear, that the problems ha® twith the whole regime, not only
Mubarak.

“Personally... there is nothing personally against,Hbut being long time as

a president, it has its drawbacks. He has the satiens, the same system,
the same idea or vision, and he doesn’t changeiesbave to go with the

change in the world.” (15)

All of the interviewees said, that it is impossibde hard to lead 80 million people.
Mubarak was seen as controlling, but a controlirmy to lead was on the other hand seen
as a good thing. They saw, that even the smahléesg tould trigger a crisis in Egypt. Four
of them added that Egypt should be lead with powatrerwise it will be “complete chaos”
(18). Apart from the controlling, the intervieweesdmments concerning Mubarak's style

of leading were mainly negative.
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“Maybe some decisions are not the best but maybéh&circumstance it's
perfectly fitting. So it’s like we have to keep aauntry a little bit dormant
because any small thing can trigger a bad crigtsnk he is controlling and

that’s the most important part.” (11)

Even though the elite did not agree with all of Mrtdk's decisions, they still gave him
understanding. A wish to concentrate on the goatythwas brought up and some of the
lately conducted reforms. One of the interviewdés ghe mentioned reforms said: “Wise

politics. Otherwise it would be seen as a disa#ifarkeeping the people satisfied.” (17)

“Mubarak left a lot of things to go, like the prebh with the fanatics in
Egypt and the high poverty level but at the samme tihe did a lot of stuff. He
really did, if you just look at the roads that &e&ing constructed now, they
really are trying to do stuff, at least the majaires they really are working
on them. And I think he is really trying or at ledke now he opened a lot of

room for foreign investments.” (14)

When | asked the interviewees about the biggestatho Egypt, the domestic issues were
raised. Still surprisingly, the need for democraegs not mentioned and neither were
foreign issues. Three of the answers referred éd'iking fanatics”, meaning the Islamic

Brotherhood. The religion was seen as the biggsistim five answers with the increased

conservatism. Religion has started to spread tinéss life and often workplaces have
official “prayer-times”. (19) Referring to the imd@ew answers, the religion spreads
particularly well within the poorest socio-econongooups, as they are often “driven

forward by their own anxiety” (15). Religion is seas a way to control this. (16)

“Religion. | think that’s the biggest problem inyipg right now. Because you
really can control anybody anyway you want but likes is right and this is
wrong. And of course the poverty. You can contmykeody and when you

are so poor to the point you can start riots.” (14)

Corruption was mentioned as a problematical doméstue. The problem was said to be,

that even though people do know that corruptiorpkap on the top levels of the society,

38



they cannot point a finger on the exact persongldgirCorruption “in the street level” was
not seen as problematic. Egyptians have become awoaee of the issue lately and that

these problems were not seen to exist a few yegars a

When the interviewees were asked what would hagpyften Mubarak's reign, not one of
the nine interviewees even wanted to make a glteissimportant to notice here, that the
demonstrations against Mubarak started only 2 wa#ks the interviews were conducted.
Still, the interviewees saw clearly that only Mullals death would end his reign and he
was said not to “go down voluntarily” (I5). The igiaary situation of Mubarak giving up
the power was seen mostly negatively. One inter@eedescribed the situation even with
the word “disaster”. Mostly the interviewees sawattthe regime could handle the situation
even if Mubarak would give up the lead positionwis still visible, that none of the

interviewees had thought about it. The thought sgocompletely new for them.

“I don't like to think about Egypt as the presidamtly so | think there is a
regime and | believe this regime already learnedl @n handle stuff so |
would think optimistically that even if presidentuldarak leaves | think the
regime will still handle it and | think we do hawptions maybe In the main
party but still | think they know the strategiesiaso forth” (11)

“So I'm actually afraid of what will happen when barak, well eventually
he is going to die, so | really don’t know then whkayoing happen in this
country because we have a lot of conflict now yoow between the rising
fanatics, the Islamic Brotherhood and the currearti@s. So | really don't
know what's going to happen afterwards.” (19)

The need for change was visible in the interviesmaars, but it was said out loud only in

one answer.

“It's the same that has been for several years,nbwt it's becoming...

calling for change.” (15)
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When asked if they saw any change coming, the asswere noticeably quiet. The
president and the regime were brought up againtlaeid aim for reforms. The answers

were pondering the good and the bad effects ofetgiene.

“Well | think we are always having political charsgeut it has nothing to do
with our president and the opinions of the predidBat other than that we
have lots of changes in our parliament, we haveg@bs in our politics and
yeah we have things changing because it's a dynaauntry and whenever
there is a problem with the religion or somethingytadd more efficiency to
the parliament. So yeah, it's politically dynamtber than the president and

the opinions.” (17)

My last question concerning Mubarak and the regivas: “If you could wish, what kind
of changes would you want to Egypt’s politics orBgypt as a country?” (Attachment 1)
Most of the answers started with: “Anything?” Timerviewees hoped for a more open
way at looking at the domestic political situatidtceptance was brought up many times,
how everyone should be accepted not dependingenfihancial situation. They wanted
to change Egypt to a direction where “low standagdple” would be better accepted in

other levels of the nation.

“There is a lot of stuff. The most important thihgrould like for Egyptians
and for Egypt and its politics is to have a broaderdset and to broaden our
political horizon. Not to change our traditions lboitaccept others and that's
the major problem because we have a problem ofptencee. We need to
accept everyone. We need to accept other. We woelldery great if we
could do so.” (11)
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5.3 Political Activity

To start analyzing the political activity of Egygtis, | will refer to one of the answers:

“But it’s like | said, it's 3 categories, the sneall percent is aware of
everything, bigger percentage has knowledge armainrdtion and the biggest
part is not.. you get my idea.. in hold. “ (16)

The issue of poverty was presented by many of iteniiewees. Poverty is considered a
huge domestic problem. The number of people livingpoverty threatens Egypt’'s
economy. (14) The interview answers also broughttligt as children often inherit poverty
from their parents, it cannot be stressed enough ihgortant it is to give opportunities
for employment. Privatization and overpopulatione athe two major causes of
unemployment, as the rate of the labor force hae@sed without increasing the amount
of jobs offered in the market. (11) Poverty is wideeen as the governments fault, even
though the government has done some progress wgthtlee birth control program.
Poverty's direct adverse effects have been recednespecially in those with no physical

assets. (14)

Education and poverty are not just issues of hudeselopment, but also of the welfare of
the state. If these issues are not solved, disabimiside Egypt will grow. People feel less
secure about being able to meet their basic néBtjsMost of the Egyptians have never
been outside of their cities and they have no acteshe internet or television. It is

apparent that they are not exposed to the “inflaariccurope”. (14)

“A lot of Egyptians have never went out of theiwtoand a lot of them don’t
have access to internet or to television. No, n@epte have access to
television but they usually don’t watch any, like are not really exposed to

Europe in a sense.”(14)

Pointedly it was said in the interview answer thalitical activity is seen to rise within the
citizens with the “financial situation”. Still thiow political activity within the poorest

socio-economic group is understandable, when “yamdrio focus in getting fed” (13). The
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people living in poverty are instead more interéstethe “lighter subjects”, like sports,
music and celebrities. “It feeds the dreams.” (13)

The interviewees pointed out that when there aeatplof domestic issues, the foreign
politics are not the priority. The Egyptians weagdsto be “obsessed about local issues as
Egypt is a very dynamic country that can alter eimange in a day” (16). It was pointed out
that the Egyptians recognize the difficult econositaation, which has been exacerbated
by excessive inflation, high unemployment ratewadl as low salaries of workers and
civil servants in both state-run and private sextdfany people have opinions, but the
interviewees were somewhat concerned about thé & accuracy of the knowledge.
(13, 16)

5.4 “Israel Is the Enemy”

Before conducting the interviews my own thought wthat the Arab-Israeli crisis would
still widely control the politics in the Middle Eiaand in this way also affect the EU-Egypt
bilateral relations. For the question whether tmabAlsraeli crisis still affects the region, |
got the longest answers of all. | still could netibat the young members of the elite did
not see the crisis as a central issue. Still Issasl widely disliked among the interviewees.

Together with Israel was always the words “eneny*hate”.

“Israel is our main enemy. They are our main endirtirey are coming to us
they are our enemies because they are taking @fpast Everyone has their

own interests. We are Egypt, we have our own isterg(l9)

Even though it was a common feeling in the inteswvanswers that the Arab-Israeli crisis
was not a central issue, it was still seen as tfig&gypt. The interviewees told that a few
years ago the crisis was “the only thing everyomes valking about” (12). Now it is a bit
more undercover as the domestic problems are damgnpolitical discussions. (I5) In
some answers you could hear the irritation towanéssubject and it was even said out
loud that they do not understand why Egypt everdside get involved in the issue. It is

seen as just a crisis between the Israelis andstitagss, not with all of the Arab-
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countries. The common thought seemed to be thagtl@domom the outside cannot help

them if they are not ready for it.

“It's still ongoing, but | don’t see that much &im right now, maybe
because we have a lot of problems inside the cpuhfrersonally am a bit
sick of it, because we have so many internal probleve need to focus on
our internal problems and just let them sort oetrtbroblems. But of course

you have a lot of people.” (15)

“I don’t know, they've been... about it for the pa6t40 years. | don’t see
that much of improvement, like it’s getting worse,l don’t know what they
can do. Like Israelis think it’s right, Palestirsasee their right, and | don’t
know how they can bridge this. Like if someone gmegour home and says
that this is my home now, | don’t think you woulke let them walk in, so
what | think of it in that level, | don’t know hotliey can... but | really hope

they'll start working together because they’ll gaiore.” (18)

When asked could the European Union help in solthegArab-Israeli crisis, the opinions
were quite pessimistic; it all starts from the dwgsinot from outside. If the Israelis and
Palestinians would be ready to settle, the EU maghivell have value in the area, but not
in this specific situation. (I1) The question wésoaanswered from the benefit perspective:
if helping to solve the crisis helps the EU in sonay (e.g. business, trade or vision), then
it is understandable to try to help with solvinge thrisis. (I12) All in all, the answers

concerning the EU’s possible role in the area wetieeably quiet.

“Only, if its for sake of their own business, th&iades or.. their vision they

will start acting. Otherwise.. they won’t. It"sdiness in the end.” (12)

5.5 The Case of the United States

It was not necessary to go far into the interviewsveers concerning the relations between
the US and the Middle East to see how strong aeplae United States has in the politics

of the area. Egypt occupies geographically an itambrstrategic position between Africa
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and Asia. It controls long coasts on the Meditezeanand the Red Sea in addition to the
Suez Canal, so any outside power with significatdrests in the Middle East would want

good relations and military cooperation with Egy(it)

Egypt has also had an important role in the pglib€the Middle East (12). According to

an interview answer, the US wants Egypt to be aghofla modern and moderate state in
the Middle East, as it plays a convening role i tagion. In the same answer it was said
that Egypt is also an important player in the Alsaeli peace process, as it has always
dominated the Arab League (17). The interviewees the United States using Egypt as an
agent or a partner in the area, as it is profitédMehem. (12) A partner in the area helps to
form a new mindset. (13) In the interview the anssawte the question about the relationship
between the US and Egypt varied greatly. Some $aas ia way to control, some as

partnership.

“-- well | do think that Egypt is a powerful cougtin the area and when | do
want to talk to the area like the United Statesould think of a strong
fellow. So politically in the area we are reallysstg and | think that using
Egypt as an agent or as a partner in the area virmutdally beneficial for the
United States” (12)

Not surprisingly | also found negative comments wbihe US government. In a few
answers it was said, that instead of being a parEgypt is under the umbrella of the US.
There is also a new feeling about the US that Imasrged after 9-11. It seems to be a

perception that the US has entered into a war agkstam. (15)

“In the street level people saw the US as a d&wilthe causes that happen in
the Palestine and Irag. They hate intervening lifaaims. They also have
started to feel that the US is in the Middle Easdibess, even though they do

not belong to the area.” (18)

Only one interviewee brought up the aid of theahsl the meaning of the NGOs. He said

that some people still see the NGOs interveninggyptian politics. The interviewees see
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the reason being that in the street level it isiHar the people to understand the different

culture.

“But most of the people on the street don't like &ima because of its
continuous support for Israel, the war on lIraq.elikey feel that this is
interference. They don’t understand the culture asdally if you don't

understand the culture you can't really talk tonth@7)

5.6 The Image of Europe and the European Union

The interviewees had seemingly positive image abfe and the European Union. Some
of them did not make a difference between the twiheir responses, but some of them did
point out a few countries that they really like.eVhsee the standard of living high in

Europe, but also the price level. Europe was desdralso with the words “tourism” and

“shopping”. It was also mentioned that in the tesumreas of Egypt the locals are not
allowed to talk to the tourists. There is a cleatidction made between “the Westerns and
the Middle Eastern”. (19) Europe was a relativehown area for the interviewees, as it is

common for them to travel there for the summer.

There are news and information concerning the EaopUnion for those who are
interested or to put it in exact words: “We sedk thformation and we got it.” (I1) There
iIs news on the television about the EU and the mains topics from the EU member
countries, but not every day. (I3) It was alsals#nat the news are often written from
“Mubarak point of view”. The elite seem to followne international news (e.g. BBC)

relatively well, as they often work in internatidmampanies and use English.

“--well its classified as a knowledge so it's neadable for everyone but for

those who are interested and there are many ditearuse they dream of the
other side of the Mediterranean or for those whatwa add value for career
| think they can go and find some information ardadabout the European

union and it's available.” (13)
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The interviewees came up with both positive andatieg feedback about the European
Union. Most of them saw the maintaining of the wids as positive despite the
modernization. It was wondered how the member c@mstvant to co-operate despite the
different cultures. This might be interesting te $er Arabs, as it was also brought up that

the European Union is in a way a model for the Adaion.

“Well it's a very old continent and | believe theoat important in Europe is
that they retain the cultures and that's very ingoar because in

modernization people tend to change the cultutddeabit.” (18)

“To be exposed to all these different cultures smwhehow they are all trying

to work together now and stuff... for me it’s realysitive.” (14)

As a negative side all of the interviewees mentibtiee Euro-crisis. Specifically Cyprus
seemed to be close to their hearts, maybe dueetdsthamic part of the country. It also
seems that there is quite a lot of ignorance tosvéiné European Union in Egypt. When
there is news about the EU it is normally said éonegative. (12) The bottom of the
pyramid also does not see clearly what they beffiefin the EU-Egypt relations. The

European Union is not so close to them. (17)

Some of the Egyptians were said to have a dreaBuddpe. It is a place where you can

live your dream life better than they could in Egyp

“Well it's a kind of a dream for poor people becaysu know they go to
Europe directly legally and illegally because tlieink it's the other side on
the Mediterranean where you can find life you cahaggwoman to marry and

make a life they dream about.” (13)

This drives Egyptians to immigrate both legally alegally to Europe. (3) Most of the
Egyptians living in poverty do not “get exposedithvEurope and this makes the picture of
the European Union slightly “polished”. This wasntiened as a reason for the people to

immigrate.
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Europe was seen to become more powerful with theoggan Union. Trade was
emphasized as well as the importance of co-operatidhe current market. Europe was
mentioned to be a close area and an important eatpn partner. Only one of the
answers referred to the actual agreements betvreeRuropean Union and Egypt, but it
was not clarified what agreements were talked adbseems clear, that the members of
the elite are more focused on the trade than thigabside of the bilateral relations. They
see it important that the EU adds competition & world market. It remained unclear to

me why. They also value the knowledge of the EU.

“For Egypt, well | think, because we are like agsncountry in the region so
any union between countries can make them stromgy Tadd up the
competition and they already have main issues fiignce and economics

so that makes they change” (11)

Democracy was seen as one of the most complicatetipxes governing EU-Egyptian
relations. While the EU presents itself as a deamgcrpromoter to the Southern
Mediterranean countries, it brings up questionstidrethe EU is genuinely pursuing this
goal. (I11) The interviewees seemed to think, thate is a lack of connection between the

words and actions in the EU-Egypt —relations.

5.7 The Most Important Partner

Egypt was told to have “the most important partrier”all the different issues.

“Everyone has its own interests. Let’s talk abdwt telationship between the
Arab countries: Saudi-Arabia is the main partneweé are talking about us
or other countries it can happen that US is ounrparrtner. Even Libya, we
can have really through Africa. Libya has a redllg impact in Africa. In

every issue we have a partner we can rely on.” (19)

When it comes to trade, the elite mentioned Euleme they based their opinions on the
figures. They also brought up some countries aladvdtaly, Spain and the UK. Eastern

Europe was just slowly entering in to the trad&fi@he EU was seen just as one player in
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the area. The power of the United States in tha aas emphasized. The US was without
a doubt seen as the most important partner wheonies to financial transaction and the
stock market. The US was seen dominating also thenEhis way. Also the Arab Union

was mentioned a few times during the interviews.

” The transaction is by the US dollar. US is domimg by its currency that is

all around.” (16)

Only one interview answer referred to the condgi@xpected by the European Union in

exchange of aid. Otherwise no reforms were brought

“Even now there is term called euro bond. It's petyf bond that the
countries sell. You know the Euro bond? The Eurodbis not in euro. It's
the US dollar, sold in euro. So the US is domirgataven the European
Union. For trading, they are zero. They are classzhomy. But if you came
to Europe to be a big player, | don’t think...becai’senot their vision. They
are seeking another thing. They are seeking toupeber one in trading in
the world. And they are succeeding in this issued Aor example if they

would help Egypt or not that’s again... if it geath their vision.” (16)

“Now we are becoming a potential partner for Eussp&nion, we have a lot
of manufacture in action trying to supply Europeaountries with

Egyptian... but in the end, just because we are patepartner they are

happy.” (12)

When it comes to the EU and the aim to create deswgadn the Middle East, all the

answers had the same idea: in a way why not, boriaictice not.

" Well in a way we all learn from each other and $are we have lessons to
learn from the EU, but the thing is we have totalifferent things. It's the
people are different and the history is differend at makes a hell of a
difference because people always go back to thet, [it's not religion but
it's the things used to. So this makes it a littiedifferent. So you have to

48



understand the core of political study and youttrfit into the Egyptian
style. We have really different trends and thatakmg it a little bit hard but

in the end we all learn.” (13)

This summarizes my hypothesis, that even thouglEthéries to be an example and create
democracy in the Middle East it is not succeedmgf in the eyes of the Egyptian elite.
Europe is culturally different compared to the Mal&ast that it is somehow impossible to
combine with the “Egyptian style”. Change has tonedfrom the inside, not forced from
outside. It is easy to see, that the conditionasityot visible, at least in the eyes of the
interviewees, as the relationship was seen to bedbpurely on trade and the reforms were

not mentioned.

5.8 Final Notes

Even though the interview questions were organiredhemes (the European Union,
Egypt and the future), from the analysis of theeiview answers other themes were
surfacing. The themes that came up were: talkimmpapolitics, Mubarak and the regime,
political activity, Arab-Israeli crisis, the UniteStates, image of Europe and the European

Union and the most important partner.

Even though the emphasis in my interview was plasethe European Union, the answers
to the domestic issues gave me more material fatysis. This was also the most
interesting theme for me. It was surprising to tbe¢ the need for change was put to words
only once during the interviews, even though it welatively easy to “read between the

lines”.

As the interviews were conducted before profounetstigation on the subject, | was not
able to guide the interviews towards the main pofnhterest, the image of the European
Union. The answers concerning the EU were brief diddnot offer as much research
material as | would have wanted. Even though domegtiation in Egypt is an interesting
research topic, it was still not the topic in tihesearch. Because of this, | would have
wanted to discuss more about the image of the EawopUnion in Egypt with the

interviewees.
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Basing on this, if | would conduct the interviewgam, | would have chosen another
interview method than the semi-structured interviéwould have more open dialogue
with the interviewees and keep the discussion rirotee relations of the European Union
and Egypt. The method chosen for the analysis,chgieng, worked well in the purpose.

The recurrent themes were easy to find from therwgw material.

| interviewed nine members of the Egyptian elitditml out more about the view of the
European Union in Egypt. | could have conductegshewore interviews as | did not get to
the topic of saturation. | would have also wantethterview the Egyptian political elite in
order to get straight answers to some of my rebeguestions. Instead | needed to survey
the existing information as thorough as possilil&tduld have been interesting to explore
how the relations have changed after the revolufd?011 as a comparative study.

5.9 Relevance of the Elite Research

It is worth to note, that this analysis was a datlie research instead of quantitative and
does not support enough data to make it possibieteralize the elite views towards the
European Union. Still, it is possible to give omés on the research subject. It is also
necessary to underline the importance of seeingtlleainterview answers reflect only the

opinions of interviewees, who belong to the eliteup. The interview was also conducted
on members of the elite because they can be settie &antennae of the nation” (chapter

3).

The socio-economic position of the elite might haeen reflected in the answers, as well
as the professional background of the interviewdassmost of them happened to work
with the international market, it might have causiesl viewpoint to be more in trade. Also
it needs to be taken into concern, that the inéevsiwere conducted just in the beginning
of the Arab Spring. This may have become apparetitd frustration towards the domestic

issues.

50



6 CONCLUDING REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR
FURTHER RESEARCH

In this chapter | aim to answer those researchtogumssthat | made in the introduction-
chapter by combining conditionality and conclusidnem the elite interview to my
analysis. | intend to be as critical as possibkearals the research subject. In the end of the
chapter | will present my own view on the EU-Egyliateral relations after the Arab
Spring of 2011.

6.1 Questioning Conditionality

After the 9/11 —attacks the European Union aimeg@rtomote democracy in the Middle
East. The EU member countries that are dependerth@meighboring countries are
understandably interested in making these areatestéhis can be seen happening with
Egypt as well. There was visible hope that the BMfuld offer security around the
European Union borders, encourage political refoamd promote democracy by offering
political co-operation, trade and aid. It is urslendable that the EU has security
concerns, but it should be remembered that secshiyuld not be put in front of

democracy promotion.

The European Union has attached conditions to thengaid and hopes that the huge
internal market attracts neighboring countries.sTiki definitely the most efficient policy
that the EU has. Even though the EU attached dondit(e.g. human rights and
governance reforms) to the aid it offered to Egitptpossibilities in promoting democracy
and political reforms in Egypt are looking slim. WMalid the EU end up in a situation

where Egypt sees the EU only as a huge marketlplitySi

First of all, it needs to be noted, that even tholggypt is a country of increasing
globalization, it is also a country of contradiciso It was visible also in the elite interview
answers, that there is a fear that the EU doesundérstand the way Egypt works. The
historical context causes Egypt (as well as otheldM Eastern countries) to be relatively

sensitive towards their sovereignty and it is e@asgee the EU as an attempt to interfere
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the domestic issues. When the historical contextken into concern, the EU foreign

policies can be seen as imperialistic.

Second, the government and the opposition are pupoed with domestic issues, which
cause a loss of political interest in broader psees. However during the last years,
Egypt's government has become more tolerant towtael&uropean inquiries on human
rights violations and better governance. Opposiparties and movements are asking the
EU to articulate binding reform benchmarks for Bgyjut they have concerns whether the
EU is really committed to promote democracy andhmother hand; what are the “real
intentions behind” the relations. Still, the comai@lity, binding economic aid to

democratic reforms, seems to be a clear “no nofrfost of the Egyptian political actors.

It seems that the EU's democracy and human riglotsiqtions in Egypt are not moving

forward. The European Commission reports mentienstbw progress of political reforms
and the Egyptian government’s reluctance to fubynmit. Implementation of the asked
conditions depends always on how the domesticipallielites” see them affecting their
status. In a country with authoritarian governmet prize they pay for the EU rules are
high, as it requires the ruler to give up the gnippower. The EU aid has had worryingly
minimal impact on the Egyptian political reformsadB/ enough, not even the elite in
Egypt see the political reforms. Not once were thegught up during the interview.

Instead of the political track the EU’s focus hasrbin the economic cooperation.

Conditionality might not be the best way to promaéenocracy and human rights. Instead,
it could be more effective to strengthen economg palitical links, thus engendering a
process of internal change. It should also be keptind that the EU should not expect
Egypt to transform into a democracy fast. Electisheuld not be forced when there are
more important things to concern: e.g. the rulaef The EU should support the demands
of the Egyptian civil society itself, not just whitiey see necessary from outside. Political
reform and democratization will happen because loatwEgyptians do. The will has to
come from Egypt itself, as was also apparent irethe’s interview answers. The EU is an

outsider, but with influence. Cutting off aid oadie links might only worsen the situation.
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6.2 Policy Recommendations

While reading through the research material, itabse obvious, that the EU should
identify its priorities. There is an absence ofl@ac and unified definition of democracy.
More open dialogue between Egypt and the EU an@rmstahding of the different value
systems should be stressed. Like the elite irgarsiproposed, there is nearly no dialogue
in the grassroots level, all processes happeneaptiicymakers™ level. If the European
Union wants to stick to the use of positive comhtlity, there should be more innovative

“carrots” proposed for Egypt.

In a way the whole core of the EU conditionalitysid be reformed. The reform concerns
both the EU's ability to deliver its promises ahd incentives that need to be formed more
attractive in order to meet the partner statesdsiedhe EU should also reassess its
conditionality techniques and practices.

In order to have a better assessment of the ralleeoEU in Egypt, and in the Middle East
in general, the US factor should be added to tbader picture. This came up also when
reading the interview answers. The US dominatesatba. In that context, one can easily
argue that the US has done if not good, then at d&etter job than the EU to get Egypt
on the track towards the political reforms. The &Success is constrained by the role of
the US, as the conditionality addressed from batkctions curtails the EU's normative

reach in Egypt.

6.3 The Arab Spring

The Arab Spring in 2011 is definitely one of thegsnsignificant eras in the Middle East.

The revolution in Tunisia triggered uprisings iny|agending in a revolution in February

2011. When reading the research on the conditignaihvas brought up several times as a
threat, that at worst, the failure of the condiély could help Egypt to slide into chaos, in
one way or another. When reading the Middle Easwudies published after the

revolutions of 2011 in Tunisia and Egypt, | canrdwlp wondering how come the

unpredictable was not predicted? How did the espeariss the Arab Spring in their

predictions?
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With the changed power structure in Egypt, the B9 to get used to political cooperation
with the Islamist parties dominating the politicdene. The EU financial support has
increased and new policy instruments (e.g. the MglRartnership) have been presented,
but still not enough to make a difference. The sipgs in Egypt and also in many other
Middle Eastern countries offered a place for theoBaan Union to test its foreign policy
system. Unfortunately first the EU hesitated inatgion, and then showed both activism
and passivism. This might have been due to theheremce of the EU member states.
During the Arab Spring, on some issues the EU gagee declaratory statements and in
some cases adopted policy response. It showedthibat still does not exist unified
understanding of the EU's interests in the regiod deepened its role as a passive
spectator.
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7 CONCLUSION

The aim of my thesis was to give an overview on riélations between the European
Union and Egypt. In chapter 2 | first introducee thistory between the relations. Then |
moved on demonstrating the politics of the Europgaion to Egypt in the 1990s and 21st
century. Next | wanted to show why trade with tHg & considered important in Egypt
and why migration is an issue in the bilateral tiefes. In the end of the chapter |
introduced the Egyptian political elite’s viewsthe European Union.

In chapter 3 | moved on introducing conditionabty a driving force behind the EU-Egypt
relations. The term “conditionality” was first deéid and then put into the EU context. |
also unveiled criticism against the effectivenelssamditionality. In the second part of the
chapter an overview on elite theory was given, $oog more on the classical elite theory
and Gaetano Mosca. The elite theory was introdtmechapter 5.

In chapter 4 | discussed more about my researclerrabtand the chosen analyzing
method, typecasting. | also wanted to introducestmai-structured interview, the method
with which | conducted the elite interview in Cai®11. Chapter 5 of this thesis was
based on analyzing the interview answers aimingrtive my research hypothesis. In
chapter 6 | decided to discuss my own opinionsraigg the subject and to tie the theory

and interview results together.

As my thesis is almost finished, it is time to foantonclusion and think what could have
been done differently. The biggest difficulty, ®@nhaving the idea to write about the
relations between the European Union and Egyptpbas cropping. | wanted to examine
basically everything concerning the issue. Thenass of the subject complicated the
writing process. Still, | wanted not to crop it towch. If | would have been searching for
an answer to some certain topic, | might have rdiseene important aspects.

It was never an intention to end up writing a thesith a lot of critique against the
European Union. | do not mean to give a picturthefEuropean Union as a “giant without
hands” with aims at being only a value leader, ehenigh it might be a personal opinion.

I intended to conduct the research being awareyobwn prejudice as closely as possible.
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In the beginning my own idea was that the Europgdaion was through supporting Egypt
aiming at solving the Arab-Israeli conflict. In aywl was wrong. Even though this became
apparent, it still was not the driving force behihé bilateral relations. | also thought of
getting more critical material from the elite inteaw towards the regime and direct call for
change. Instead of this | got understanding anch egproving comments. As having
grown up in a democratic state it was hard to ustded the diplomatic view towards the
authoritarian regime. Both during the interview dhed writing process | noticed putting a
lot of attention on analyzing the political situatiin Egypt, instead of the main goal of

analyzing the EU-Egypt bilateral relations.

| regret that | did not have the chance to stu@yrttaterial written in Arabic, as my level of

Arabic does not allow it. | believe it would havedm very interesting to see if there is a
difference in the way the European Union is degdhilm the texts written in Arabic. Still,

all in all, | believe that | have answered my reskaguestions; that | have successfully
given a view on the relations between the Europdion and Egypt. When the results of
the elite interview are combined, | believe it caow be safely summarized that Egypt
does see the European Union mainly as a tradegpraatd the conditionality has not been

a success story. It is good to practice — butmatternational politics.
Most likely, Egypt will continue further integranowith the EU. In case Egypt turns

democratic, the interest in closer relations wile €U will rise even further because

democrats in the EU’s neighborhood view the Unisma@a anchor for democracy.

56



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Literature

Bottomore, Thoma<£lites and Societ{1993), Routledge: London

Daymon, Christine; Holloway, Immyualitative Research Methods in Public Relations
and Marketing Communicatiorf2011), Routledge: New York.

Fawcett, Louisetnternational Relations of the Middle Eg&009), Oxford University
Press: New York

Grugel, JeanDemocracy Without Borders: Ttransnationalizatiordd@onditionality in
New Democracie€l999), Routledge: New York

Hirsjarvi, Sirkka; Remes, Pirkko & Sajavaara, Palilatki ja Kirjoita (1997),
Kustannusosakeyhtié Tammi: Helsinki

Koeberle, Stefan & Silarszky, Pet€onditionality Revisited: Concepts, Experiences and
Lessong2005), World Bank: Washington D.C.

Mosca, Gaetandhe Ruling Clas$1939), McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.: United

States

Perthes, VolkerArab Elites — Negotiating the Politics of Chan@@04), Lynne Rienner
Publishers, Inc.: United States & United Kingdom

Ruostetsaari, llkkavalta Muutoksessé2003), WSOY': Helsinki

Scientific Articles

Attina, Fulvio: The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership Assessed: Tlai®t@nd Liberal
Views(2003). On Publication: European Foreign AffaiesvkRw Vol. 8, No. 2.
Available also online: http://www.fscpo.unict.it/EElMed/EMPefarde.pdf

Attina, Fulvio & Rossi, Rosd&uropean Neighborhood Policy: Political, Economitda
Social Issue$2004). Available also online:
http://www.fscpo.unict.it/EuroMed/ENPCataniabooM.pd

Baracani, ElenaErom the EMP to the ENP: A new European pressore f
democratization? The case of Morod@®05). Presented at the conference
“Europianization and Democratization: The Southeanopean Experience and the
Perspective for New Member States of the Enlargede” in Florence, Italy on
16™to 18" of June 2005. Available also online:
http://hsf.bgu.ac.il/feurope/uploadDocs/csepspeb.pdf

Bayoumi, SohaThe External Image of the European Union: The Gddegypt(2007).

Presented at the Fourth ECPR General Conferereisn Italy & to 9" of
September 2007. Available also online:
http://www.academia.edu/1657948/The_external_imafjehe European_Union_th
e_case_of Egypt

Comelli, Michele:Dynamics and Evolution of the EU-Egypt Relationdhghin the ENP

Framework(2010). Available also online: http://www.iai.itdfidociai/iai1002.pdf

Dessus, Sébastien & Suwa-Eisenmann, AKikade Integration with Europe, Export

Diversification and Economic Growth in Egy{998). Available also online:
http://78.41.128.130/dataoecd/19/17/1922542 .pdf

57



Gulce Kumrulu, M..Can the EU Become a Normative Power in the Soufiz Egyptian
Case(2008). Available also online:
http://sam.gov.tr/wpcontent/uploads/2012/02/Gulceiuiu. pdf

Ebeid, Hanaalhe Partnership in Southern Eyes: Reflections olikeourse in the
Egyptian Pres$2004). Available also online:
http://www.euromesco.net/euromesco/media/euromegeof7 _hebeid.pdf

Haeri, Niloofar:The Reproduction of Symbolic Capital: LanguageteSaad Class in
Egypt(1997). On Publication: Current Anthropology, 199@l. 38, N:o . Available
also online: http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.10861868

Hinnebusch, Raymond AChildren of the Elite: Political Attitudes of thedaternized
Bourgeoisie in Contemporary Egy(d982). On Publication: Middle East Journal,
published by Middle East Institute, 1982, Vol. RBp 4. Available also online:
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/4326469?uid33976&uid=2&uid=4&sid=2
1101760525451

Khaled El Molla, Nesreehe EU’s Role in Political Reform and Democracyl&uag in
the Southern Mediterranean Region: An Egyptian pecgve(2009). Available also
online:
http://www.idea.int/resources/analysis/loader.cfamf?adule=security/getfile&pageid
=35014

Kratochvil, Petr: The European Union and its Neighborhood: Policksblems and
Priorities (2006). Available also online:
http://www.iir.cz/upload/Publikace/The_EU_and_iteiffhbourhood.pdf

Schimmelfennig, FrankEuropean Neighborhood Policy: Political Conditiortgland its
Impact on Democracy in Non-Candidate Neighboringi@@oes(2005). Available
also online: http://aei.pitt.edu/3302/

Seeberg, Petefhe Arab Revolts and the Strategic Relations Betwes® EU and the
MENA Region — The Case of EgypD12). Center for Mellemostsudier. Available
also online: http://static.sdu.dk/mediafiles/D/863/BD884570F-98A5-4203-953B-
B450A3B032E7%7D0912PS.pdf

Shaheen Zafar, Shaist@ontemporary EU-Egypt Relations within the Paramsetd the
EU’s Euro-Mediterranean Partnership Programme aridH=On Publication:
Journal of European Studies, 2010-2011. Availalde anline:
http://asceku.com.pk/journals/2010_2011/F%20_ed¥e2DShaista%20Shaheen%?2
OZafar.pdf

Smith, Karen Elizabeththe Use of Political Conditionality in the EU’s Ri@bns with
Third Countries: How Effectivé?997). Presented at the ECSA International
Conference in Seattle, United State 89May to £' of June 1997. Available also
online: http://aei.pitt.edu/2729/1/002732_1.PDF

Warschauer, M., El Said, G. R., & Zohry, A. Ganguage Choice Online: Globalization
and Identity in Egyp€2006). On publication: Journal of Computer-Meehat
Communication, 2006, Vol. 7, N:o 4. Available atsdine:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1083:81.2002.tb00157.x/full

Zohry, Ayman:Egyptian Irregular Migration to Europ€006). Presented at the European
Population Conference in Liverpool, UK 2o 24" of June 2006. Available also
online: http://www.infostat.sk/vdc/epc2006/papeps2006s60003.pdf

Newspaper Articles

Al-Ahram Newspaper

58



8"to 14" of March 2007. Issue No. 835. Available also online
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2007/835/ecl1.htm
3%to 9" of June 2010. Issue No. 1001. Available also online
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/1001/ec3.htm
9" to 18" of December 2010. Issue No. 1026. Available altne:
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/1026/0p33.htm

Europa
Press Releases 6.3.2007. Available online:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do2neder1P/07/284&format=HTML
&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

Internet Sources

Delegation of the European Union to Egypt
Egypt&The EU
http://ec.europa.eu/delegations/egypt/eu_egyptipalli relations/index_en.htm
EU, Mediterranean and Middle East
http://ec.europa.eu/delegations/egypt/eu_med_niifiledex_en.htm
Trade
http://ec.europa.eu/delegations/egypt/eu_egyp#&traation/index_en.htm
Egypt State Information Center
http://www.sis.gov.eg/En/Story.aspx?sid=63825
European Commission
Barcelona Declaratior{1995). Available also online:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/barcelondademon. pdf
The Policy:What is the European Neighbourhood Poliéywailable online:
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/policy_en.htm
Jyvaskylan Yliopisto, Koppa
https://koppa.jyu.fi/avoimet/hum/menetelmapolkujamatelmapolku/aineiston-
analyysimenetelmat/teemoittelu
Jarvenpad, Eild:aadullinen Tutkimug2006). Available also online:
http://lwww.cs.tut.fi/~ihtesem/k2007/materiaali/lteh. pdf
Kajaanin Ammattikorkeakoulu, opinnaytetyopakki
http://193.167.122.14/Opari/ontTukiKeruuHaastategpx
Tilastokeskus, Virsta
http://www.stat.fi/virsta/tkeruu/04/02/
Trading Economics (referred off &f March 2013)
Population
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/egypt/population
Unemployment
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/egypt/unemploymeetée
Yhteiskuntatieteellinen tietoarkisto, Menetelmaaogsen tietovaranto KvaliMOTV
http://www.fsd.uta.fi/menetelmaopetus/kvali/L6_htsal

59



ATTACHMENT 1: ELITE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Background information
Male/Female
Age

The European Union

What do you think of Europe?

How do you think that Europe is mostly seen in E@yp

What do you think of the European Union?

How do you think the European Union is seen in Egyp

Is there information about the European Union igg

Is there news about the European Union in magannaeswspapers or in the media?

Egypt
Do you think that Egyptians are interested in prd2 International politics? Are they

active in the politics?

What do you think causes that people are not aetnarigh in Egyptian politics? Do you
think it has always been like this or is this ndvepomenon?

What do you think about President Mubarak and thg e leads the country?

What do you think will happen after Mubarak?

How do you see the relationship between Egypt hadJnited States?

Who do you think is the most important partnerEgypt?

What do you think is the most effective or threatgrerisis to Egypt right now?

What do you think about the Arab-Israeli crisis?

Future

Can the EU or the European countries be somehoexample for the Egypt for what
comes to democracy?

Do you think the European Union could help withvaad the Arab-Israeli crisis? Or any
other crisis in the Middle East?

Do you see any change coming to Egypt’s politican&o

If you could wish, what kind of changes would yoanto Egypt’s politics or to Egypt as
a country?
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