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1. Introduction

Forums and fan groups on the Internet are a vepulpo place for fans to come
together and form groups that can be intercultuaal,the participants can be from
around the world, English functioning as their liagfranca. Internet communities can
be socially valuable, and the ways of communicatingthem offer an important
research topic. Additionally, fan studies is anr@asingly relevant field, as in practice
there is nothing one cannot be a fan of. Beingnaidaa part of everyday life, just the
degree of devotion varies. In addition, identitytbe Internet is a current topic, since
many people engage in some kind of interactioroirekample social network sites and
discussion forums. Especially in forum discussions can choose to be anonymous,
but, despite this, one still portrays an imagergself as a member of the group, and as
in this case, a fan. Identity is a topic commordgr@ssed both in the areas of linguistics

and ethnology.

The main focus of the present study is identitystauttion in forum discussions by
international fans of Harry Potter. The purposetasstudy how different types of
identities are portrayed to the other members énréiplies that the participants post on
the threads examined. The forum under investigasoa Harry Potter centered fan-
based discussion forum on an international famircsgite, where the conversations are
conducted in English. Within this site, the topadsconversation range from fan fiction
and Harry Potter, to the private lives of the mapants. More specifically, in my
analysis | want to pay close attention to how tlagtipipants of the forum portray
themselves as fans, as members of the forum aodaslsvriters and readers of fan
fiction. The study uses a virtual ethnographic apph and the main focus is in the
communication between the participants. Becauke,Biourdieu suggests, language is
social and linguistic capital, which in turn makesultural capital, (Grenfell 2010a: 31,
Grenfell 2010b: 39) it can be used to communicate's identity, attitudes and

differences with others.



The Internet has an important role in the presantldestyle of many. Fan-cultures and
Internet forums have both been studied before, @ was Harry Potter as a
phenomenon. In the present study these topicsratght together by studying a forum
that is dedicated to a romantic pairing from therl&otter world (that is non-canon in
comparison to the original books), and entirely byrfans. Identity is not a fixed entity
and a person can construct different identitieglifferent situations. In a discussion
forum identity construction is mainly based on timguistic representation of self, in
for example as a narrative introducing oneselfwal as in interaction with others, in
discussions about various topics, including, folaregle, writing and reading of
fanfiction. How language is used to portray oneselfrelation to others or as an
individual, especially as a fan, is going to be thain questions in the study. The
present study serves to give a glimpse of the stubje using virtual ethnography in a

virtual environment of fan activity.

A piece of fanfiction is a story, written by a fahat utilizes different elements from the
fandom it centers around, such as the charactext®rgine, surroundings or other key
elements. Fanfiction is then commonly publishedaosgpecific fanfiction site, where
other fans and fanfiction readers can read and camarii. In the present study,
fanfiction extracts, i.e. individual chapters, cdatp and incomplete stories, are referred
to asfics. This is a commonly seen term also on the foruthitis an all-inclusive term

for a piece of fanfiction.



2. Background

In the following three sections the topics of fafafiction and fandom, as well as the
specific Harry Potter fandom will be introduced.dddition, previous research on the

topic of identity, especially virtual identity wile discussed.

2.1. Fans, fanfiction and fandom

The Oxford English dictionary definéan as “a person who has a strong interest in or
admiration for a particular sport, art form, or fams person*, orgen.an enthusiast for

a particular person or thing.” According to MacDIsh@l998: 136), fans are people who
follow their object of interest more closely thathers, and possibly also identify with
the some part of the fandom or the community sumdmg the fandom. Also Nikunen
(2008: 190) points out that the basis of fan comitiresis their strong affection to a
media text that is then circulated, interpreted adided within the community. A good
example of this action is the writing, reading aminmenting of fanfiction. The same
view is expressed by Hirsjarvi and Kovala (20079R4who point out that the
relationship between fan and the object of entlsusies at the same time both personal
and social, as the fan activity is initiated by the’s own want, but sense of community
and identification with the group are closely rethto the experience of being a fan. A
similar idea is suggested by Jenkins (1992b: 76) wargues that how fans see and
interpret their fandom is always influenced by #awvs and opinions of other fans and,

to some extent, the wish to be a part of a communit

Harris (1998: 3-4) points out that one can be adkalmost anything. Nikunen (2003:
131) suggests that being a fan can be seen assboidl action, as well as a state of
mind, since emotions and associations the medteeteke also have an important role
in being a fan. Nikunen (2003: 131) also suggedsdd, tfor many fans, being a fan
(faniug seems to be a place one can enter and exit.pldee comprises the idea of us
versus others, as only fans enter it, and people avh not engaged in the fandom are

excluded from the fan activity and the feelingd @@ involved.



Fandom and fans have been studied before, as svidlednternet forums or groups they
participate in. Also fanfiction has been studie@nir the viewpoint of identity
construction. For example, Black (2005, 2006, 20083 studied fanfiction from the
viewpoint of learning English and constructing glblidentities, as well as making
social connections on Fanfiction.net. In her paperidentities and fanfiction, Black
(2009: 413-414) discusses how the writers of faigincrepresent self in their submitted
stories. Interestingly, a rather large amount & $tudy on fanfiction and identity is
done on anime based fanfiction (Black, 2005, 2@0®&9; Chandler-Olcott and Mahar,
2003). Another popular point of view is queer idignin fandom (Lothian, Busse and
Reid, 2007; Jenkins, Green and Jenkins 2006). Miritanfiction has also been studied
by Leppanen (2009), who has observed the tendeticias« languages and thus project
a certain fan identity in a fic. Fanfiction forurhave been mentioned for example in
Leppanen's (2008) other article, where she names ths places where writers of
fanfiction can interact with others who have simifgerests, and also share information
about their private lives. In fact, Leppanen (208@ygests, that writing of fanfiction
includes the aspect of communication and interacts the writers interact with each
other, making writing of fanfiction a part of theased activity of fans. The places of
interaction can be Internet forums, such as theioniee present study. In other words,
fanfiction forums serve as communities where famse together. Also Pullen (2000)
describes both online and offline fan communitispkaces where fans are delighted to
find other like-minded people, and support that tdwenmunity provides for their

fandom.

Also in the University of Jyvaskyld, Harry Pottexshbeen a subject of study before. For
example in the department of English, a Masterssihabout the theme of romance in
Harry Potter fan fiction, (Piispanen, 2008), anataer which aims at describing the
phenomenon of fanfiction (Silén, 2012) were conddctAdditionally, in other
department, theses focusing on Harry Potter, ardwzied with the contexts of
translation, literature and education. In other dgorHarry Potter as a phenomenon is
not a new topic of study. However, a study of ariddotter fanfiction forum does

provide a new perspective on the phenomenon.



The reasons and ways of writing fanfiction are ipldt For example Jenkins (1992b:
162-177) lists ten ways of rewriting a televisidmow, including recontextualization:
filling the gaps in the existing fandom, expandithg series timeline: for example
exploring the background of a character, and rdifcatzon: using a minor character as
the protagonist, instead of focusing on the mairo.h€anfiction offers a writer and
reader a chance to experiment and actualize outbieleuniverse and form of the
familiar settings of the original media text. Leppa (2009: 2) suggests that the social
aspect of writing fanfiction is important as waly taking part in the writing, one takes
part in the whole fanfiction scene, which includée notion of a community. Also
Black (2009: 402, 419) suggests that fanfictiontimgi is more than entertained, as
participating in the writing of fanfiction serves a way to unite fans, practice writing,
improve one’s language skills, explore one’s oweniity and as well as to simply have

fun.

However, often it is fanzines and letterzines thate been discussed in previous studies
of fandom and fanfiction (for example Devereux (20O0Hirsjarvi (2009), Jenkins
(1992a)). For instance, Jenkins (1992b: 161) iahies how stories are written for
Fanzines. He mentions how fans discuss the iddasebihe stories, and how they are
also “workshopped with other fans” and changesraagle after receiving feedback.
This is also true on Internet-based fanfictionssitdeas may be toyed around with on a
forum, someone may request a gift fic (fanfictidratt someone else writes for the
requester as a gift) or someone may post plot lesnfiandom ideas that are open for
adoption, for someone else to write) and also ggnideas and opinions are often
discussed. Typical questions are 'how to continugh \&@ scene?’, 'does this seem
natural?', and 'would the character say this® & common way to develop one's own
fiction by asking the others' opinions on forumsls®A what Jenkins calls
“workshopping” could be seen as beta-reading, wischuite common on fanfiction
sites. It is fairly typical to give one's fic orchapter of a fic for another person to
proofread before publishing it on the site. A betader can check the grammar and
spelling, but also give ideas and suggestions aghtt works and what does not, and
the writer can then revise the text. Jenkins (19941) also mentions “Letters of
Comment”, which in many fanzines offered a chamcgive the writer feedback. The

new versions of these letters are reviews thahderecan post for a published chapter or
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story.

Oxford English Dictionary defines fandom as “Therldoof enthusiasts for some
amusement or for some artist; also in extended” USerprisingly few academics
actually define what they mean by fandom, and teéndions | did find, differed
somewhat from each other. Some academics desait#ori as a concrete group,
whereas others depict fandom as a more abstraatatiéeing a fan. For example,
Hirsjarvi and Kovala (2007: 247) define fandom siynas the concrete community of
fans that is formed around a certain media texatB¢2010: 40) also presents a similar
view by defining his use of the term “fandom” aslt@se knit, but allied, group of
people who all produce or create original documbated on extant media objects.” He
suggests that everyone is a fan of something aatlabtr identity is formed partly
through that particular fandom (2010: 20). HoweWayris (1998: 3-4) briefly defines
fandom as the social and cultural environment atféDevereux (2009: 112) depicts
fandom as a “continuum”. He also stresses the pafifandom being participatory,
especially as a large amount of fan activity taglese on the Internet and with other
new technologies. According to Jenkins (2006: 4))-fdndom is a way of translating
media texts in ways that suit fans' personal neads, their way of turning their
personal experience into social interaction is ati@ristic for fandom. Fans share their
feelings of the media text with other fans, andetbgr they form a community with
shared interests. He also suggests (1992: 277tB&0jandom consists of five levels of
activity: a particular mode of reception, a setootical and interpretive practices,
consumer activism, cultural production and soctehmunity. In other words, fans form
a community that follows its subject of fandom €lys maybe buy products (such as
books or fan merchandise), pay close attentiomtbaaiticize and interpret the subject,

and rewrite the subject, for example by roleplayongvriting fanfiction.

In case of the present study, fandom and the contynilvat has formed around it form
the basis for the research. Communities formedabg toncentrate a great deal on the
fandom, but also on other matters, such as simgiiyng to know the other participants
and maintaining the relationships. However, thalfan is essential for a community to
exist and to function, it is the initial and in sentases the main purpose of the

community.



2.2. Harry Potter fandom

Harry Potter is a hugely successful fantasy noegdks, written by J. K. Rowling. The
story revolves around a young wizard that goes $ohmol of witchcraft and wizardry
and along with his friends face both the tiresoweteosl work and funny adventures as
well as a dark wizard who threatens the peace aetysof the whole wizarding
community. The Harry Potter franchise has been pepular for years, and even after
the series was completed in 2007 with the pubbcatf the final novel, and after the
final movie based on the series was released ifh,2B& fans still continue the work, by
filling the gaps, tying loose ends and correcting $o called wrongs from the series by

writing fanfiction.

On the Internet, there are multiple websites basedhe Harry Potter saga, such as
Pottermore, which is an official site by Sony (bfipww.pottermore.com/), and
J.K.Rowling’s personal website (http://www.jkrowdirtom/). In addition, there are
many fan-based sites, such as The Harry Pottecaexittp://www.hp-lexicon.org/), a
fan-based encyclopedia of Harry Potter related rmé&dion, such as spells and
terminology, the Mugglenet (mugglenet.cora)similar site that also provides sections
for discussion and submitting fanfiction. Furthermyahere are numerous sites mainly
for fanfiction, the most known being HarryPotterftietion.com, Harry Potter FanFic
Archive (http://www.hpfanficarchive.com), Fictionl&ly (fictionalley.blogspot.com)

and FanFiction.net.

2.3. Virtual identity

Identity is closely related to language. The waywimch people describe themselves,
their lives, interests and hobbies, for examplafien done with the help of language.
Benwell and Stokoe (2006: 138) suggest that by,ef@mple, narrating, one “does”
identity. In other words, choosing what to tell amalv, one actively portrays a certain
identity. They also suggest (2006:137), that idestiare constructed in the stories that

the narrators tell about themselves and othersySelling a story of any length, or by
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voicing an opinion, giving or asking for advice, imply by describing oneself, for
example, one is able to portray a picture of omdemtity. Accordingly, Blommaert
(2005: 203-204) sums identity as “semiotic throagid through”, meaning that every
spoken and written word, every gesture, is in éaatay of portraying identity, a way to
provide others information about oneself. Alsoaading to Wood and Smith (2001:
47), identity is a personal and social construat tomprises what we see ourselves as,
how we hope others to see us as, and how theycirsée us. Anything one says - a
small story or, like on an Internet forum, reply another, can portray identity in
different ways. However, the way the message isrpnéted is not always similar to

what the sender intended.

Benwell and Stokoe point out (2006: 245) that iteinet settings, with the possibility
of anonymity and the absence of regional and ddatids, it has become very easy to
construct any kinds of identities, making them ahkt and performed, and thus perhaps
unreliable. In a well-known and often cited memegioally drawn by Peter Steiner, a
dog reveals his findings: “On the Internet, nobdahpws you're a dog.” This meme
sums up the reality of the Internet: nobody catlyrdee sure of the true identity of the
person they are interacting with, as the Intermeates an opportunity to project a new,
perhaps totally false identity. In fact, Benwell datstokoe define identity as “a
discursive accomplishment” (2006: 277). It is plolesto create a story around one’s
character, giving the impression that one is aagergirl from Ohio, who is interested
in Harry Potter fanfiction, when in fact one can &&5-year-old stay-at-home mom
from Florida, a salesman in his fifties from Nevadg with a little imagination, a dog
with an astonishing set of skills. That said, teenage girl from Ohio may well be a
teenage girl from Ohio. In normal circumstancess ipossible that nobody will ever
know for sure. Wood and Smith (2001: 47) point that on the Internet it is easy to
portray a false identity, as the environment gigasopportunity to the user to choose
what to tell and what to leave out, regardlessefreality. Zhao, Grasmuck and Martin
(2008: 1816-1817) also found that people's presientaof self could vary from one
online environment to another. It seems that, déjpgnon the audience with which the
user communicates online, choosing a suitable wagodraying oneself can differ
greatly. But just as Internet settings offer a deato portray a chosen, perhaps false

identity, it also gives an opportunity to come fardl as oneself and find others with
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shared interests and opinions. The anonymity ttexriet offers also makes it easier to
discuss matters that would perhaps be embarrassiegen taboo in other situations.
Zhao et al. (2008: 1819) point to the curiousndssnonymity in the online world that

enables the unveiling of one's “true' selves” hvilte possible identities that cannot be

shown in the offline world, for one reason or amoth

Devereux (2009: 112) sees fandom as a way of f@nadentities, and argues that being
a member of an imagined community helps fans taterand project the identities they
prefer and choose. A similar view is offered by €&toerg (1992: 59) who suggests that
fans let the subject of their fannish interest @ayrthem and also guide their “emotional
and narrative lives and identities”. In other worttsrely on a fandom while narrating
about oneself, for example, can serve as a wayodfgying oneself as a fan, and
perhaps also as an individual outside the fandone €an, for example draw parallels
between a character and oneself, by simply stdtingm hotheaded like Ginny”,
identifying with the character and at the same toresenting a familiar image the other
fans can associate with the person in questiomdny cases fandom offers a character
or a situation to identify with. Leppanen (2008:016also suggests that writing
fanfiction and participating on fanfiction forumarchelp the writers to examine issues
they may deal with in their real lives, thus affegttheir identity. So participating in fan
activity, for example as a member of a community,aafollower of the subject of
fandom as well as writing fanfiction, can servehtdp to examine one's own identity

and find ways of portraying it.

Being a member of an Internet community, or pgréting in one, for example on a
discussion forum, the participants construct tigentities as members, communicating
their status at the same time. Already Rheingolg981 278) described the way
participants act according to different roles tlbath have varying identity-relevant
tasks and features. Benwell and Stokoe (2006: &l88) discuss the positioning oneself
and the others as participants with certain stattis&t each has particular features and
responsibilities attached. On a forum, like the onéhe present study, there are mods
(moderators, who oversee for example the languageand possible misconduct and

act as supervisors, who one can ask for help ianierelated problems), or admins

9



(administrators, who manage the technical aspdctsirming a forum), who are the
founding members, or simply older, respected membérthe forum, who have the
rights to use the administrative tools, such agtadg and monitoring comments, as
well as the symbolic rights to give approval to ewnthread or welcoming the new
members. Another level of membership could be saidncompass regular members,
that is, participants who post fairly frequentlydeare familiar with the other members.
Not everyone posts as often as the others, asdlifficult to define who is more active
or known on the forum. A participant may read &k tposts, but chooses to remain
silent more often than others. Also, without thghts of an admin, one cannot see the
statistics of individual participants, that is, howany posts has a participant submitted
and when. This makes it difficult for a researcherthis case me, to see who is more
active in reality. However, one thing that is aibis pointer to membership status, is the
symbol every member has that represents the timpdfticipant has been a member of
the forum, starting from the first comment posté@ré. The newest category of
members are the new-comers, or newbies, who hawveréaluce themselves and get to

know the older members by following the conversaiand participating in them.

Finally, besides the attributes of admins, newlgites Koskimaa (2007: 73) suggests
that an internet community offers a participantlace to act according to a different
type of self one would usually act in RL, the rearld. Hall (2002: 23) suggests that
identity itself is never final, and a postmoderbjsat has many identities to which they
can identify with according to the situation onansBeing a fan can be viewed as an
identity one would not necessarily act accordinglywormal circumstances. However,
in an environment like an Internet forum dedicatethe fandom one can safely choose

to identify with the fan identity.
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3. Set-up of the present study

3.1. Aims and Research questions

The nature and topics of the discussion on theudgon forum are a central part of the
analysis; what is being said and how. In this stuidyill not, however, study the actual
fanfics published by the participants, but obsehe conversations taking place in the
forum’s discussion threads. | am assuming that ttireads are places where the
members converse, taking a role as a part of theramity, but perhaps also as a group
of individuals who want to share details about rtHeies. My goal is to identify
instances where the discussants portray themsas/émns, member or writers, as well
as observe what they actually say and how theiitgiestportrayed by discursive means.
Unlike Black (2005, 2006, 2009), who observed thentities the writers of fanfiction
portrayed in the short author’s notes in the piesgeganfiction, the focus here is
broader: looking at a discussion forum allows fawvider scope of topics for research,
as well as much more data to analyze. Focusing@mliscussion forum meant that the
examples were harder to find from the large amadirtata, but could in turn provide
with broader range of findings. To study how idees are portrayed in Internet settings
is an important and interesting topic of studycsiimternet forums and communities are
growing constantly and the questions of Internegtaveor and its effects are often
discussed. It is probable that in the Western e@simost young adults and youths use
the Internet on a regular basis and belong to enmaamy Internet communities. Since
being a fan is also a normal phenomenon, somethiagperhaps everyone at some
level can identify with, combining the two, fan e@nce and an Internet community,

with a specific focus on fanfiction, presents adytapic for study.

The purpose of the present study is not to anah@& fans for example position
themselves against the so-called others, non-tan®, study how the fans specifically
narrate themselves as fans. Instead the purposetovsgidy how the fans perhaps
unintentionally portray their identity on a thretitht is meant for general discussion,

with possibly no initial intention of highlightinggne’s fan-status, which makes it
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interesting to see how the topics that are disclsseeal aspects of the participants’
identities. As the topics discussed on the threas initiated by the participants

themselves and not by a single admin, for examiptmuld be suggested that the ways
the identities of a fan, a writer, a reader or anber of the forum are presented more
naturally, in midst of normal communication, andt res an answer to a query.

Considering the nature of the forum, one can exfmcthe topics to circulate around

fanfiction and Harry Potter, which makes the airhthe present study plausible.

The research questions of the present study are:

1. What kind of topics the participants discuss?
2. How do these topics reveal how they construct tlkntities as fans, writers

and readers of fanfiction and members of the forum?

3.2. Data selection and collection

As the source for my data, | chose a Harry Poetared forum, because Harry Potter
is the most popular fandom on a popular fanfictgite, according the number of
fanfiction published there (ca. 686 000 in July £0JAlso the forum | am going to
observe has existed for several years, and itlisgeite an active forum. | have also
previously been a member of the said forum myséiich gives me a somewhat of an
insider view on some of the topics discussed tHeam also familiar with who the most
active members are, and what the overall tone ®ffthum is. When | posted on the
forum, asking whether they would consent to my aesg one of the admins was very
supportive, offering to answer any questions oerwiews | would offer. Two other
members replied, one of them being supportive,dtfier of them curious in which
language | was doing the writing the paper. Howetrex founder of the forum replied
as follows (post shortened by myself):

While I don't like the idea of forum members being used as

guinea pigs, I don't see how we can say no to your "request.”
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That said, we're exposed to the scrutiny of strangers in the form
of lurkers on a daily basis. Secondly, how can we stop you or
anyone else from using our material for obscure albeit scientific
RL purposes? You could have just as easily gone forward without
informing us, I doubt we'd ever know. In that sense, I appreciate
your courtesy. And now that you've alerted us to this, what can
we do to refuse? I don't have the time to show up at your

university and protest, so whatever.

This reply posed a research ethical question: shouind another forum for my

research based on this answer that did not denthenpossibility, but clearly was not

supportive either? Yet, as the other members dicdbppose to the research and as the
forum is an open forum, as in anyone with an actedsternet can access it and read
every post, | decided to go on with my researchweieer, to ensure as much privacy as
possible, | have decided to omit the name of bloghforum and the threads | use in my
analysis. In addition, | have changed the namdbeparticipants whose posts | use in
the examples. Also, whenever a participant’s reahe is used, or a name of a story is

mentioned, | have replaced them with an alias sivat description within brackets.

As my data, | have selected discussions dating 2640 to 2012 from two closed

threads which | assume are not being edited anyanmlecould thus possibly be called
finished discussions. On the forum in questionyehere multiple threads, the oldest
dating from 2009 and the newest are still beinggzbsen. The topics of the threads vary
and there are also multiple general threads. Threa€e collections of posts that are
posted under a certain topic, like in this casettipec of general discussion. The posts
can be replied to and the posts appear chronolbgioawest post being the last. The
participants can join a conversation on a threadfributing by simply replying the

previous post. Simply put, on a discussion foruhmeads are the places where the

conversation happens.

In the present study, | have looked at two threddeore general discussion. The closed
threads were selected with no specific criteriaepx for the facts that the other one is
an older thread whose participants | did not knasspnally, and a newer one is from

the time | began participating on the forum mysaifd thus am more familiar with the
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participants. | did not want to include threads athivould possibly contain intimate
discussions of the participants’ private lives #mat is why | chose to examine the more
general threads. That been said, also on the de¢hegad mentions of private and more
personal issues are present, but | will not usentlas examples. On the threads
examined the topics vary and it is very common #eateral different participants and
discussions are addressed in a single reply. Aelg@t of the conversation is not
fanfiction related, and thus the chosen excerptg giae a wrong impression of the
amount of fannish talk on the forum. However, tihgeotive of the present study is to
examine only those posts that include the HarryelPaind fanfiction related topics, and
not to give a statistical analysis of the numbepadts that were of interest in relation to
the research questions. Many of the examples pedvid the present study are edited so
that only the parts under examination are showm. ditiginal posts and conversations
are in many cases much longer, including quotatem$ many other topics, and the

parts irrelevant to the research questions have leéteout.

The maximum number of posts per thread on thessitdied in the present study is
normally 5000, which means that the initial datatamed a large amount of text. The
data used in the study was collected by simply qugsting the examples in two doc.
files, containing 98 pages, and then using colatirgp to divide the data into rough
categories before closer inspection. This methosl suggested by Sarajarvi and Tuomi
(2002: 110-111) and initially it worked well in thheducing and clustering processes,
where the instances fitting the research questwwee searched and then grouped.
However, the amount of data was large and the $opften overlapped, making the

grouping process rather difficult.
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3.3. Methods of analysis

My method of analysis in the present study is walrtethnography combined with
qualitative content analysis. Qualitative contentlgsis enables the selecting and
grouping of the data and describing the findingkilevvirtual ethnography allows for
participatory research. By doing ethnography, tbeearcher is aware of the situation
that the data selection and analyzing is in fabjesttive, which means that the results
are likely to be affected with the researcher’'sspeal views and experiences, for
example. This means also that it is acceptabldherresearcher to rely on his or her
own experiences on the matter while researchingstiigect. Wilson and Peterson
(2002: 449) argue that all the text and media ixjsbn the Internet are in fact cultural
products, which makes anthropology a good methodttalying them. Ethnography is
a commonly used tool in anthropological researnhaddition, identity construction is
also a familiar topic in the field of anthropologso in this case, applying virtual
ethnography would be a good tool for analyzing dlaga here, as well. In fact, Hine
(2000: 53) suggests that virtual ethnology witrestdal focus emphasizes the ways in
which identities are portrayed in the postings déla¢hors post. Additionally, my own
participation on the forum activity plays a greaterin the decision to utilize virtual
ethnography in the present study, as ethnograplisadstionally used by researchers
who are present in the culture they are studyinge IPeacock (2001: 64) describes,
ethnographic fieldwork is in fact seeking “trutlorin the natives in their habitat, by

looking and listening.”

It is suggested by Georgakopoulou (2007: 21) thstwisive narrative analysis and
ethnography fit together well as a method in hedgtShe says that ethnography helps
to view the analysis critically, to identify the teatial gaps and the subjectivity of the
researcher, and thus to recognize the partialityintérpretations. Every result is
conditional on the context. Georgakopoulou refarsthis as “ethnology enabled
context-reflexivity (2007: 21). Also Barker and Galasinski (2001: p8)nt out that the
purpose of ethnological research is not to find abgective reality. They agree with
many previous researchers, such as Wittgensteirty Rod Derrida, as they argue that

“the ‘real’ is always a representation”. An impartaspect of using virtual ethnography
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in the present study is that the interpretationderare subjective, and if the same study

were conducted by another researcher, the resultd differ greatly.

Hine (2000: 10) describes virtual ethnography syma$ “a particular approach to
ethnography which is almost but not quite like tteal thing”. Ethnography is
traditionally seen as fieldwork that includes goingtside one’s own culture and
participating and observing the foreign with thdphef interviews, photography, field
diary etc. However, one could argue that by stuglyan Internet forum, the peculiar
form of occurrence of the cultural phenomenon isated specifically in the Internet,
which means that with this field, virtual ethnogngps in fact the “real thing”. Internet
exists on the Internet, and thus virtual ethnolpgyides better tools for researching it
than traditional ethnography. Hine points out thath virtual ethnography the time
frame of the participation is not shared, which nsethat the researcher cannot share
the experience of participation with the participamly observe what has been said or
done by looking at the existing data (2000: 23)thiat sense, even if | consider myself
as a member of the forum, | am an outsider fromcthreversations, as the most of the
data is taken from a period of time when | did patticipate and my own replies are not
included in the selected data, and thus | can obberve what the participants have
written. My approach differs from the method which used for example by
Androutsopoulous (2008) who stresses the observatier time, as the conversations
are conducted on the forum. However, | have obsesane of the present members’
conversations in different threads and thus | caldgn being familiar with their status
and persona they portray on the forum at the tilm@yown participation. That being
said, my data also includes posts from participéimis are ‘MIA (missing in action)
and not active anymore. My take on virtual ethnglogjies on Hine’s (Hine 2000: 23)
view, according to which the ethnographer can sthaydata when the participants no
longer take part in it. In sum, ethnography allaws to study the data in light of my

own previous knowledge of the forum.

My study is conducted with the help of qualitatoentent analysis, which, according to
Tuomi and Sarajarvi (2002: 105), is a textual asiglynethod that can be used to
describe a phenomenon in a condensed form andhgggafor meanings in a text. The

data of the present study is collected simply byyepasting replies from the forum to
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two doc.files and then color-coding and groupingnthaccording to the topics discussed
on the posts, before the actual analysis. Sarajg@nd Tuomi rely on Miles and
Huberman’s (1994) earlier work, as they descrileefgtocess of qualitative analysis of
data as a three part process. (2002: 110-111) iduegs includes reducing the data, by
simply searching for utterances that corresponthéoresearch question, and marking
them with different colors, for example. The nexépsis clustering. This means
grouping the concepts and naming the groups salibatames describe the content of
the examples. The third step is conceptualizatitsre theoretical concepts are formed
based on the information based on the chosen erampliomi and Sarajarvi (2002:
115) sum up the process by saying that the coataaysis bases itself on interpretation
and deduction, as the researcher starts from tttealedata and proceeds towards a
conceptual perception of the phenomenon. A similation is presented by Weber
(1990: 12), who suggests that content categorizaican important notion in content
analysis. He says that examples from a certairgoagecan be then assumed to have

similar meanings.

Krippendorff (1980: 21-22) describes content arialgs a method which can be used to
make valid deductions based on the data used. y4etkat it is easy to think content
analysis as a method for studyisgmbolic meaningsf messages, but points out that
messages do not necessarily have a single nor radshaeaning. Weber (1990: 9)
describes content analysis as a method which me&kd deductions from a text.
According to him, the deductions can be made atimisender or the audience of the
message, or the message itself. My approach teewbanalysis is qualitative rather
than quantitative, which means that instead ofngj\statistical report of my findings, |
describe the instances in which | have found sgrpe of identity construction. These
instances are then presented in groups which d¢arfsesxamples with similar meanings
or agendas.

According to Hall (2002: 98), discourse is a way m&presenting information.

Pietikdinen and Mantynen (2009: 13-14) argue thatnhain point of discourse study is
to investigate the use of language as always sodi@y also explain that the goal of
discourse study is to observe how language andafifest one another and also how the

language functions in different contexts. Barked &@alasinski (2001: 63) point out that
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discourse analysis deals with language that ocnoatarally, and that, in discourse
analysis, it is studied in the context it appearsTihey point out that the situation in
which the language is used is important for undeding its meanings. Although the
analysis of language use is important in discoarsdysis, according to Gee (1999: 17-
23), conveying Who we are andvhat we are doing” is done by much more than just
language. He uses the term Discourse, with thetatapi to refer to discourse that
includes “languageplus “other stuff”. The “other stuff” can be, for exale, the
situation the language is used in, and the objextldnguage points at, as well as the
user’s personal beliefs and values. He also pantsthat understanding is always
relative and personal. Thus also analyzing disonssan be deducted to be relative and
subjective. While discourse analysis is not utdize the present study, the data does
consist partly of online discourse and it is impattto acknowledge for example the

social functions of discourse.

When | think about the position | would have asember of the forum and as a fan, as
well as a student who is doing a thesis on thenfigducan draw on Jenkins’s (1992:4-7)
ideas, who also defines himself as a fan writingualfans. A similar view is presented
by Busse and Hellekson (2006:24), who also sugbastlenkins has given the scholars
permission for being fans who study fans. They g@lsmt out that being a part of the
community one studies can prove to be useful, keepi mind that one has to remain
critical. Also Hirsjarvi (2009: 46-47) mentions kams' ethnographic approach as the
guiding principle in her study. However, Hills (Z0@5) has offered some criticism of
the subject of fans studying fans. He suggests ftiraexample Jenkins (1992) has
drawn parallel between fandom and “'good’ academwtiich would in Hills's opinion
be a hint of “the ways in which an academic imadisabjectivity triumphs over a fan
imagined subijectivity”. Hills points out that mangcademic accounts fail to
acknowledge is the possibility of an academic amdiflentity being brought together as
a “fan-scholar”, in other words notice these fahedars, orelite fans(Hills 2002:17)
also outside the academic sphere, and perhapsuob attention is given to discussing

if being a fan bends academic norms or gives ned &f academic authority.
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Nevertheless, | view my position as a member offthem as an important part of my
study. Here ethnography serves as a good methocthéoto be able to present my
findings as a researcher who is familiar with tbeum and its conventions, and who
thus is perhaps able to present a somewhat emizaicof the findings. Being a fan, as
well as an occasional writer and reader of fardittiallows me to inspect the posts in a
different way from a researcher who is not familath the fandom. | am familiar with
the topics, and sometimes share the participamsvs/ In my opinion, this is very
helpful in my process of finding instances of “lgia fan”, for example, but, on the
other hand, it also is likely that | disregard geithat would be new and interesting for
others as self-explanatory or common knowledge. agmoach that | plan to apply in
the present study is close to Jenkins' approacknEvI would very much like to
consider myself as a fan-scholar, rather than adexic fan, | cannot deny the fact that
I am doing the study as a student, not as a devated hat being said, as a fan and as a

participant of the forum | study, ethnology seembé an excellent tool for approaching
the data.
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4. Analysis

The presentation and discussion of my findingsoaganized in the following way. In

4.1. ldentity as a fan | have chosen snippets ftenreplies, where the participants
discuss the object of their fandom, how they retat¢he characters in the series, for
example. In 4.2. Identity as a writer of fanfictjcemd in 4.3. Identity as a reader of
fanfiction, the attention is on the topics relatedhe participation in fanfiction activity,

for example sharing experiences in the writing psses. Finally, in 4.4. Identity as a
member of the forum, the focus is on the roles artdities related to the said forum,

such as introducing oneself as a newcomer, a newbie

4.1. Identity as a fan

In the following section the examples show how pheticipants portray themselves or
others as fans of the Harry Potter series andfals® of fanfiction. Before researching
the data | assumed that the posts would sheddighiow the participants communicate
as fans, who are consumers, critics, experts oplpesho strongly identify with the
characters. | anticipated discussion about the $@okl the movies, perhaps about the
Harry Potter merchandise. In addition, | expectedtercritique concerning for example
the plot in the books or the execution of the meviehe expertise could have been
shown for example in the knowledge of facts andstioeyline. Some findings were as
expected, such as the critique and identifying wite Hogwarts’ houses. However,
some unexpected ways of using fannish elementkarconversations were found as
well, for example insider jokes. The identitiedle examples are often portrayed in the
midst of normal conversation, and the instances identifying narratives and
conversations are not explicit. Instead one hasiake deductions and interpretations

from the topics discussed.
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4.1.1. ldentification

4.1.1.1. Being a member of a house

In the following conversation, the participantidities as members of a certain House
are discussed. In the Harry Potter books, the wirgrschool the characters attend is
divided into four houses. These houses are caltgtfi@lor, Slytherin, Ravenclaw and
Hufflepuff. Each house has its own characteristiod the students are sorted to their
respective houses based on their personality,fbedied skills. Also on the forum, one
of the admins sorts the active participants intodes that based on her observations suit
their personality the best. The different housed #reir characteristics is a typical
theme for conversation on the forum, and persomals of oneself’s suitability to a

certain house and others’ personality traits ameediines discussed with great detail.

First ShineLikeDiamonds denies SweetTangeries atiomsof behaving like a newbie,
when she posts a rather typical “Anyone in?” questn the thread. Instead she claims

to be direct when asking if anyone is online aniting to talk with her.

(1)
Anyone in?
I'm bored.

2

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

Tsk, tsk, starlit, acting like a newbie?
Of course there are people in. *rolls eyes*

How're you?

-SweetTangerine-

Tsk, tsk, starlit, acting like a newbie?

No, I call it being direct. u_u

21



Of course there are people in. *rolls eyes*
See? It worked!
How're you?

I'm good! ;D Enjoying the beginning of my four-day weekend,
haha. And slowly drifting toward the link of [fic name] on my 'to
read' list. :D How about you? How's the hot Italian who
messaged you?

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

The structure typical for a forum conversation @so be seen from the previous
conversation. In her reply ShineLikeDiamonds qu&@e&etTangerine’s previous reply
and addresses the topics individually. Perhaps thé smiley and the neutral tone of
inquiry of ShineLikeDiamond’s first post that Sweatgerine interprets as newbie-like
talk. However, in her response, the smiley ShineDiemonds uses “u_u” depicts a
proud face, and she denies the accusation. Froshtne exchange one can assume that
being a newbie is not a desirable status on thenfoand it is preferable for the
participants to establish their status as a famiti@mber, rather than a shy newbie.
Understanding and participating in the friendly teanand sometimes rather rough
insider jokes would probably considered an essepée of being a non-newbie. The

status of a newbie is touched upon more in thesedt4.2.

The conversation continues in the excerpt (2). Fr8hneLikeDiamonds’s reply,
SweetTangerine directs the conversation to the ehowaits, pointing out how
ShineLikeDiamonds fits the description of a Gryffom house member in this particular
case, and at the same time distances herself flameSkeDiamonds and from the
house by saying she forgets belonging to it. Ske abntinues the topic by confessing
that she does not see herself as a Gryffindor askk af it is weird in

ShineLikeDiamonds’s and possibly also the othgpgiion.

(2)

Which is why Gryff is your dominant house and the house that I
always forget I'm in.

Is it weird that I never consider myself to be a Gryff?

-SweetTangerine-
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Is Gryff your dominant house? Anyway, that makes sense,
because I never think of myself as a Puffle. ~_»

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

And what's this about you not embracing your Puffle side? I am
shocked, most shocked. Especially since I grace the head of the
lovely house of badgers.

-Raspbee-

Nah, Ravenclaw is. But really, since it was so damn hard for
[CloudNine] to sort me, I figure I have rights to all of them.

'specially the Hufflpuffer room. Mm, yeah.

-SweetTangerine-

I do embrace my Puffle side. Lol, I most definitely am Puffle
when 1 start crying over angsty fanfics and rescuing stray

puppies from the street. I just don't refer to myself as a Puffle.
VANVAN

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

ShineLikeDiamonds replies that it is alright to abtays remember to which house one
is sorted. She also confesses not feeling like &®ongs to Hufflepuff.
(ShineLikeDiamonds is sorted as Gryff-Puffle, megrihat she possesses traits that are
typical for both houses, and is not a clear caseether Gryffindor nor Hufflepuff, in
the sorter’s opinion). However, she is assigned dmminant house, Gryffindor, and
now she is asking SweetTangerine if that is heridam house as well. Raspbee, who
belongs to Hufflepuff, joins the conversation. Skenot pleased by the fact that
ShineLikeDiamonds has admitted not thinking of b&Hrsas a Hufflepuff.
SweetTangerine then continues by joking that, stheemember who does the sorting,
CloudNine, had difficulties in choosing the righduse for her, she is entitled to every
house. She also jokes about having rights to th#ldpuffs’ common room, which
actually receives no response. ShinelLikeDiamongbese Raspbee’s shocked post by
saying that she does consider herself a Huffleguff,does not refer to herself as one.
Here she also humorously touches on qualities thaher opinion make her a
Hufflepuff, such as crying and rescuing puppies$s at an emotional and caring person.
The conversation about the house traits one pasessdentifies with offers an easy
way of making comparisons and judging the charaadéithe others. Every house has

both good and bad qualities, and whether one clsamselentify with the recklessness
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of a Gryffindor or the emotionality of a Hufflepugan tell the others a great deal about

the participant.

On the following conversation a participant revdadg sorted.

(3)

So... you all should check the [thread name]. Major
announcement there.

-Avalanche-

*Points at [Avalanche]* Puffle! *laughs*

-glimmer-

Puffle fits me well so I wear it with pride.

-Avalanche-

*pets* Good puffle. n_n

Congrats on being sorted, by the way.

-glimmer-

Yay, I'm part Puffle ~_” *basks in Puffliness*

-JungleKat-
There is what could be interpreted as condescensioglimmer’s reply, which
Avalanche simply ignores by stating that Hufflepigffa fitting house. Glimmer does
congratulate Avalanche on being sorted, with sligitéplay, petting on the head and
praise. JungleKat offers a more enthusiastic reitiogrno Avalanche’s new sorting and

with a little roleplay also indicates that Huffldpis a good house to be sorted in.

On the forum there are many sorted as well as tetqrarticipants. The houses the
participants can be sorted in create togethernébmvthe groups to some extent, like
in the previous excerpt, where the Hufflepuff houseeives a new member and the
older members express their Hufflepuff pride andcerme the new member. However,
even as some jeering is visible in the conversaboe should perhaps not suggest that
the procedure would divide people. Even as the éopfay a part in the conversations
every now and then, as people compare their owro#rets’ characteristics to those of
a house, the division does not play a great pattierforum activity as such. As can be

seen from the previous conversation, some parhtsp@lo not necessarily regard
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themselves as a member of a certain house, pethapslisagree with the sorting, or
perhaps they just do not think much of the subjdctwvever, to some being sorted is a
matter that they value, and they also promote thesé to which they belong. In most

cases this is done with a humorous tone.

4.1.1.2. Identifying self with a character

In the following post Maples portrays herself itat®n to a character from the fandom,
Ginny Weasley. Ginny is the only girl and the yoesigof the Weasleys, a rather poor
family with seven children, that is known for warattitude towards muggles (non-
magical people), which in turn has made the famihpopular with many. Maples
expresses a strong identification with Ginny, cormgathe similarities of the situation
she is in to Ginny's.

(4)

I am in all things like Ginny except I'm not red haired. And I

don't have brothers. In fact, I'm only like Ginny in that I am poor

and not good enough for his family. Oh, the irony of it all! To

make matters worse there is a Harry-like character in the mix....

-Maples-

After that, she instantly overrules the similastiand notes that in actuality, there are
only two parallels in Ginny’s and her life. Her éamation “Oh, the irony of all!” draws
attention to her realization of the fact that hiée s in fact rather similar to the
character’'s from her fandom. In the original seri@nny is portrayed as the main
character Harry’s girlfriend and eventual wife. Hoxgr, the participants of the forum
rarely favor a Harry/Ginny pairing in their writiné glimpse of this attitude is visible
in the last sentence, as there is a person in Madiée, who in her opinion plays the
role of Harry Potter in her relationship and thikely is not a desirable situation for
Maples. To directly compare oneself to a charaitten the series is much rarer than,
for example, identifying with a house, as was dised in the previous section. It is
very likely that the participants identify with tleharacters to some extent, but in the

conversation on these particular threads mentibtisab are sparse.
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The next example is from a conversation that corecéne rules of the fanfiction site.
Some participants have expressed their disapprovalome actions that have been

taken to ensure the rules are followed.

(5)

Maybe it's the inner-Hermione in me, but all I thought after I
read this conversation was 'rules are rules'.

-Raspbee-
In the original Harry Potter series, Hermione i af the main characters, who is
known for her affection to rules, learning andgbince. Especially in fanfiction she is
often referred to as know-it-all or goody-two-shobst nevertheless many seem to
identify with her character. In this case Rasploeatifies with Hermione’s idea of rule-

following. With this short reply, Raspbee makes peint of view clear with utilizing

common knowledge cleverly and effectively.
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4.1.1.3. Real life vs the world of Harry Potter fafiction

One way of presenting an identity of a fan is tegent one’s own situation in life in
relation to Harry Potter world. For example, ona aaake direct comparisons between
one’s own life and the life of a character: perdityydamily, friends and love life being
a few of the possibilities to mirror one’s situatid\s the other participants are familiar
with the characters’ life and personality, it isther easy to narrate one’s own

circumstances by indicating the similarities.

In the following example, Maples compares a mara toharacter from the fandom,

Draco Malfoy. She says that the man in questida gorgeous Draco-like guy”.

(6)

Alas, I am thoroughly uninterested now that I have a gorgeous
Draco-like guy to obsses over. *sighs*

-Maples-
In the books Draco Malfoy is portrayed as a bloog With a pale, pointed face, but in
fanfiction, it is quite common to depict him asSetherin sexgoda rather popular
term), an extremely handsome blond man. Here, &sd|yesince the forum concentrates
a great deal on the character, | assume that Maples$erring more to the fanon-Draco
(Fanon - the canon of fanfiction). The man in Majdelife possesses Draco-like
qualities, which make him delectable. Referring Doaco on the forum indicates
automatically that the man is indeed a very atitracnd interesting person. One could
even go so far as to argue that on the forum Decacobe understood as the superlative

for a desirable man and thus very easy to make aosgms against.

In the following post Maples also indicates thagrthis very little difference between
the man in her life and the character, the diffeegmeing his hair color.

(7)

He is in all things like Draco, except he's dark-haired. *melts*
-Maples-

Perhaps he shares a similar background with theactes, or perhaps Maples is
referring only to his appearance. She does not ge nmto detail, but implies that the
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man in question is very much like Draco, which idedinite good quality. This view is
supported by the short action-indicating expressitmelts*”. In the examples (6) and
(7) Maples identifies a person from her life witkelaaracter from the fandom, making it
easy for the other participants to create an intdgbe situation she faces. To compare
the man to Draco Malfoy instantly creates an imaiga desirable, yet perhaps slightly
arrogant or unpleasant, man who has Maples’ attentor a reason. These two
examples indicate that the participants do not gudytray their own identities in
relation to the fandom, but also the identitiesotiers, as in this case, a man from

Maples'’s life.

Here, in the following example, Maples refers tcharacter called Lucius Malfoy. He is
a known Death Eater in the story, a rich man fronoble background, who has sworn
alliance to the Dark Lord. Maples talks about nainting to get into a quarrel about a

boy, yet she points out that it would be enjoydiien the character’s point of view.

(8)

As if I would stoop to lowly catfights for something that is
already quite mine. That said, I'm sure Lucius would love to see
me shed the girl's blood for his sake. This is the sort of practice
he enjoys now and then. *smiles fondly*

-Maples-

The reference to Lucius seems perhaps slightlyqaaipss in relation to her real life,
but it does direct the attention back to the fand®he suggested want to appeal to a
fictional character could be seen as a way of esgimg identity. Maples also suggests
that she is in fact familiar with Lucius Malfoy'skés, as she points out that he enjoys
blood shedding and would like her to do so fordmgertainment. The roleplay, in which
Maples is apparently in some type of sexual refatigp with the character is featured in
a few other posts as well. Whether the roleplayweseras an entertaining way of
bringing the topic of sex (or in this case, violehto the table, or promotes Maple’s
interest in the character fanfiction-wise, seeingt tshe has written multiple pieces of
fanfiction about the character, is unclear. Howgweran be suggested that Maples
wants to portray her identity in relation to theadkcter in some way, making it clear
that she knows what Lucius wants and likes, ancdhgpe is also inclined to act

accordingly. However, mentioning Lucius Malfoy cdubossibly also be a way of
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directing the topic back to fandom, instead of &ng entirely on the participant’s

private life.

4.1.2. Fanfiction getting in the way of real life

Here, in the following post, yumyum addresses tha@blem she has considering her
time management. While she in actuality should geshbe using her time to do her

school work, instead she has chosen to stay upvidtiag or reading fanfiction.

(9)

I can't believe I'm staying up not because of school work, but
because of fanfiction. Not that I don't have school work to do, I
do, I'm just being lazy.

-yumyum-

Don't feel so incredulous. I do it every single night. Screw
schoolwork!

-SweetTangerine-

One could suggest that fanfiction for these partiots is more than a hobby, it is a
passion or even a lifestyle. Nevertheless, yumyumts ithat she feels slightly guilty
about dedicating so much time to fanfiction, indte&focusing more on real life issues,
such as school work. In her reply SweetTangerimsales yumyum by saying that she
is not the only one doing so. She jokes about ifoatgon, implying that she does not
care about schoolwork, or perhaps real life in ganérhis type of problem is not
uncommon on the forum. In many cases fanfictioseisn as a duty, or is compared to
the duties one has in real life. In this case thes fanfiction that is in the way of real
life, whereas in some cases it is the other wauradtoProblems of the second kind can

be seen more in the section 4.2.2. Problems amdim&Vriting.
The same theme is visible in BareNecessities’ @ssshe expresses her frustration with

everyday life. Perhaps dinner interrupts her tinpens with reading or writing

fanfiction, which makes her displeased.
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(10)

Stupid, stupid dinner. I don't want to eat it tonight, I would
rather have my fill of fanfiction.

-BareNecessities-
Later on she continues:

[SweetTangerine], I finally posted my review. I had to take a
break and eat dinner because my mother insisted I need
nutrients running around my body, not words (I beg to differ).

-BareNecessities-
Her expression “fill of fanfiction” bears a rathemrious resemblance to the expression
known from the Bible “Bread of life” (John 6:50-51ih BareNecessities's case, her fill
of fanfiction is more crucial than a meal, perhapmething she cannot imagine living
without. Her later message is of a tone that insptleat she is sorry for the delay in
reviewing. Then she explains that the delay was&auly her mother who ordered her
to eat dinner. She also points back to her ideastiwould rather live off of fanfiction,

instead of food, which has not gone unnoticed byniather.

4.1.3. Favorite characters and hot men

Discussing favorite characters, seeing as the foisimentered around a romantic
pairing formed by a Gryffindor girl and Slytherioy it is perhaps unsurprising that the
trend is to favor the Slytherins. In the originaries the Slytherins are depicted as
cunning and power-hungry, even evil, while the @nglors are depicted as courageous,
brave and chivalrous. The division is clear and ithea of the so-called good guys
versus bad guys can also be seen on the forum.GFiaé&indor men, who in other

forums, and based on the statistics on the wrftigfiction on the site, are very popular,

do not get much attention on this particular forum.

(11)

I've always loved writing Draco, of course. That's what really got
me into D/G -- I just love Draco.

-Raspbee-

Haha, so do I. He has so much potential. I love when he's not
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just wonderful-looking and snarky and just perfect - he has a
very funny, almost idiotic side, if one wanted to bring it out, that
makes a very amusing read.

Which is why I love making Draco blush. It's just...cute. :D

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

I've also been known to go for the Snapes. But Lucius is still my
Most Delicious Daddy. *sighs* Ah, Papa Malfoy, I've been a
naughty, naughty girl....

-Maples-

In this particular conversation the participantscdss the male characters, and in this
case only two names are introduced. In the serasdMalfoy and Lucius Malfoy are
both introduced quite early in the story, and whiley have clear characteristics, they
both give a writer of fanfiction a considerable ambof room for exploration. While
Draco Malfoy is featured more often in the scemesanon, there is still much a reader
does not know about him, which leaves much room ifderpretation. To state a
Slytherin man, especially Draco, as a favorite abi@r could be seen as an identifying
statement: as one prefers Slytherins, a forumdbatentrates on Draco Malfoy would

be a natural forum for one to take part in.

As a new member has introduced herself to the fpsome of the other participants
make queries about her personality and her taseepbthe questions receiving a rather

noticeable amount of enthusiasm.
(12)

Nice [chickie]! And now, who's your ultimate hottie?

-crememarmalade-

Mmmm, I love me some Johnny Depp. But I prefer a bit of
Jonathan Rhys Myers or Gerard Butler.

-chickie-

Gerard Butler, yes please! :P

-crememarmalade-

Wow, favourite eye candy, ahhhh, probably Draco Malfoy or
Lucius Malfoy. Well they are the ones coming to mind at the
moment.
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EDIT- I love Christian Bale too.

-Smokeye-

While crememarmalade and chickie list real persmtheir favorites, Smokeye replies
with two characters from the Harry Potter fandons. @ afterthought she has later
edited her post, adding a quick mention of ChnsBale. The whole post is curious, as
one cannot be certain whether it is meant as humsooo not. Perhaps Smokeye really
thought of the fictional characters first, it isfanfiction forum after all, and then,
realizing the others discussed actual people ttieltneed to make sure that she is also
aware of the real life men. Whether she was fedlightly embarrassed or the edit was
a result of a neutral afterthought, one cannot Sdgat one could say, is that the
fictional characters from the Harry Potter booke ardeed present in many topics
covered on the forum, and sometimes they are esfamred to as if they were real
people. Perhaps it is the characteristics assaciatth the characters that are found
appealing, but it could also be the case that ¢laéufes the characters are imagined to
have are what make them “ultimate hotties”. Ondadsuggest that as the conversation
takes place in the said forum, it can direct th@d® and thoughts more in the lines of
the fandom, and one would be more likely to ansWwerquestion along the lines of the
fanfiction preferences here, rather than realdieferences. In the conversation chickie,
the newbie, mentions actors, to which crememarneataasts an agreeing reply. After
this Smokeye, an older participant brings the #éttarto the fandom, perhaps following

a familiar set of ways.
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4.1.4. Sexual fantasies

In the next excerpt a product called Galaxy cakeideeferred to as the Draco Malfoy
of all cake bars. Here the reference to the charastmeant to present the product as
something very good. The name Draco Malfoy in tase is used as a superlative for

good and delectable.

(13)

0oo0, have you tried the galaxy cake bars? The Draco Malfoy of all
cake bars *drools*

-crememarmalade-

0Ooo0000000h so yummy. I love the Galaxy muffins too. Actually,
I just love Galaxy.

You know what I would love? I really want to bathe in chocolate.
How amazing would that be?

-ladybug-

And have Draco and Blaise lick it off and somewhere a long the
line involve strawberries and and marshmellows? Damn straight!

-crememarmalade-

As the forum revolves around a romantic pairingjsitnot unusual to refer to the

characters (especially male characters) in a stigge®ne. In this case the previous
inquiry about the Galaxy cake bars escalates quiakt receives a sexual tone. First
ladybug participates in the conversation by aggeénat the cake bars are yummy, and
then continues by introducing the idea of bathingchocolate. Crememarmalade
contributes by introducing two characters to th@dodepicting them in a sexual scene.
It is not uncommon to see explicit description lakttype of activity in the fanfictions,

but on the forum it is less common. However, joka sexual tone are not unheard of,
although in most cases they are not centered tarfad characters from the series. The
forum is created around a pairing which consist$&Gofny and Draco, so one could
suggest that including Draco in the imaginary sceneot a surprise. For example, in
many stories discussed on the forum and on theadbkren general, a rather often used

term Slytherin sexgods in many cases associated with Draco Malfoyidglaon the
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other hand, a fellow Slytherin, is depicted asadladark boy with high cheekbones and
long, slanting eyes” (Rowling, 2005: 137), and fewo portrayed as a very handsome
boy also in fanfiction.

In the following posts ShinelLikeDiamonds and Maphiiscuss Lucius Malfoy, a

character from the series. Lucius Malfoy is Dracalfiely’s father, a notorious and rich
man, who is often associated with Death Eater iégtikucius too, it seems, has been
granted a status sex symbol by some of the paatitsp ShineLikeDiamonds points to a
previous conversation, where apparently Maplesttieleed her with an imposter, who

then turned out to be Dobby, a House elf.
(14)

Yeah, but aren't you going to viciously prove your claim on him
to be iron-strong, like you did with me, and offer Lucius-clone,
who is Dobby?

*looks nostalgic at memory*

-ShineLikeDiamonds-
Although the original conversation is unknown sitciear that some type of roleplay has
taken place. Maples later comments on Lucius’ gbib put on a show, and indicates
that he is an experience everyone should havealShemakes a reference to a magical

potion that allows the drinker to take shape ofta@ioperson.
(15)

Oh believe me, Lucius puts on quite a show. All women deserve
to experience something like that at least once in their lifetimes.
You're more than welcome to make use of the silvery blond
threads of hair I've made available for Polyjuice purposes.

-Maples-

The conversation as a whole is quite lengthy, icly much banter and suggestive
themes, covering other subjects as well. The thaeever, remains sexual and perhaps
slightly intimidating, and only when the conversatiis over and the topic is changed
other participants join in the conversation. Thamild simply be because at the time
only ShineLikeDiamonds and Maples were presenhemause the others did not want
to intrude the conversation heavy with sexual aontmsider jokes and references to

past conversations. In the conversation the chensaetre referred to as if they were real
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people and the roleplay seems to be somethingdtieipants engage in every now and
then. Apparently here Maples has some type of osterof the fantasy and has in the
past refused to let ShineLikeDiamonds roleplay Wticius, instead having offered her
a replacement with the means of a magic potions Type of conversation is slightly
unusual on the forum, as the characters are ngrnpaltrayed as characters in
fanfiction or the original series, or as somethihgt is easy to compare characteristics
to, for example. To refer to a character as apeedon is a type of roleplay one would

probably engage in in a safe environment, with-tikeded people.

4.1.5. HP humor and insider jokes

When kissmegoodnight posts about how she lovegyksone in her house, but has a

weird feeling about it at the moment, BareNeceassiteplies as follows:

(16)

It might just be a wrackspurt, [kissmegoodnight].

-BareNecessities-

She refers to a magical creature that a charaeai®ed Luna Lovegood introduces in
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood PrincéA Wrackspurt ... they're invisible, they float
in through your ears and make your brains go fufdyK.Rowling, 2005: 134). Hpfan

seconds BareNecessities suggestion in her reply:
(17)

Wrackspurts are definitely not out of the question.

-hpfan-

It is rather uncommon to see conversation whichldvauggest that the fans on the
forum act as characters in the Harry Potter bookgo so far in supporting the fandom
that they would in fact believe in magic, magicadatures or the universe introduced in
the books. However, to share an insider joke, irkéhis instance blaming a fictional
creature for an unpleasant sensation, suggestthinédns share the enthusiasm for the

fandom and are familiar enough with it to partit@a the joke, creating unity among
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the participants. It serves also as an amusing wwaglirect the conversation more
towards the fandom, rather than just concentrasiolgly on the private lives of the

participants, as well as a reminder of the fact thay are in fact conversing on a fan
forum. | do not suggest that the participant de #ind of refocusing deliberately, but

perhaps it is a way to secure one’s identity aanaly introducing a fannish element,
such as referring to a magical creature. It is Wigmly that the joke is meant as a purely
a joke, which can probably be understood by onheofans, instead of claiming one’s
expertise in the fandom. Referring to the fandom ¢dever way of pointing out that one
is familiar with the fandom and an easy way to t@eacommon jargon. However, one
could suggest that on a forum that in fact conétans, making recurrent references
would probably be seen as pointless and, in thg tan, also annoying.

In the following reply Clouds shares the joke sbetpd on Facebook.
(18)

I make the lamest jokes all the time. For example, today on
Facebook:

R: Someone has pissed off Mother Nature, cause she is Huffing
and Puffing at someone! What's with this Bloody wind?!

Me: Mother Nature must be a Hufflepuff.
-Clouds-

A post about the unpleasant weather conditionseptesClouds an opportunity for
wordplay. Huffing and puffing is quickly turned extHufflepuff, a joke that can be
understood only by those who are familiar with ey Potter lexicon. The post does
not reveal whether the other person, whose updatgd€ is commenting on, is a Harry
Potter fan or not. However it could be assumed thatperson is somewhat familiar
with the fandom, and has perhaps read one or nfateedooks, as Clouds feels that
her Hufflepuff joke would be understood. If the @tlperson is not familiar with the
houses of Hogwarts, the reference would probablkenma sense. Clouds also suggests
that her joke is lame. Whether it has to do withelating to Harry Potter, or the word
play, one cannot be sure, but it is a possibiligt tusing Harry Potter as a source or
means for humor, could be perceived as odd behaB@ing a fan of a fantasy series

would be possible to be considered geeky, or ahthli eccentric, even by the fans
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themselves. In that case referring to Hufflepuftsuld be a type of acknowledgement
of being a fan or a possibly geeky pop culture phenon. However, in this case one
cannot be sure to what the lameness of the jolersiebut the shared knowledge of

Harry Potter is required here to understand the,jtdkus making it an insider joke.

The next excerpt is a curious case of sarcasm mxtican insider joke.
(19)

Sup bitches.
-JungleKat-

Hello, [JungleKat].

My friend said that me to today. Well, not the exact same thing,
but when I gave her my homework for her to copy, she went
'safe, bitch, seeya'.

-Marble-

Hey [JungleKat].

-Jumblebee-

I'm flattered that you think I'm an Animagus, [JungleKat]. :)

Good (early) morning.
-Delish-

JungleKat opens the conversation with a ratherseogreeting. Whereas Marble and
Jumblebee answer the greeting normally, with thditeah of Marble’s brief comment
on being called a bitch twice that day, it seenad Delish does not wish to be called a
bitch. Perhaps Delish does not like JungleKat'siehamf wording and instead of
voicing that, she turns the greeting around, makimgto an insider joke, implying that
JungleKat referred to her as witch whose Animagusfis a female dog. In the world
of Harry PotterAnimagiare talented witches or wizards who can magidaly into an
animal. Becoming an Animagus is a difficult achiemt, which usually takes months
of practicing. The animal forms of the Animagi alevays the same, and that animal
usually corresponds to the personal traits of thehwor the wizard. In this case, Delish
acts as if JungleKat thinks that Delish’s Animadoisn is a dog. After that, her reply

continues with a greeting, and the conversation
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In the following post, Cookie references the magiozethod of transportation,

Apparition, indicating her actions of coming andrgp
(20)
*apparates*

[...]

Then play The Urbz: Sims in the City! It's SO EPIC, though not in
a Final Fantsy epic way. You move to a city and move up in the
world, solving mysteries, making friends, and playing mini games
in order to earn money and move into bigger and better houses,
getting bigger and better jobs.

It's my favorite way to play The Sims! I'm with Kira in that I like
to design the houses, but I get bored after that.

*disapparates*

-Cookie-
Apparating in the world of Harry Potter is a magieay of changing location quickly,
not unlike the method familiar from science fictioteleportation. In the post
“*apparates*” indicates that she abruptly makesdmrance, and after saying what she
has to say, she “*disapparates*”, disappears alyruphe magical action-indicating
opening and ending serve a rather clear purposepdrticipant makes a quick stop on
the thread, appearing seemingly out of nowhere adited saying what she needs to say
she does not plan to linger. In the original sendsen one disapparates, they leave the
scene completely and the others have normally np af&knowing where they went.
The magic transportation is a clever way of annmghone’s coming and going on the
forum, as it is something everyone would be famié&h without further explanations.
While the actual contents of the post are not HRaiter related, and Cookie does not
refer to herself as a fan, it can be suggestedthataising the vocabulary familiar from
the series does indicate that she recognizes thenfehe quickly visits at the occasion

and identifies with the fandom.
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4.1.6. Fans as experts of Harry Potter

Surprisingly, only one example was found in theariat where a question relating to
Potter knowledge was specifically asked. Beforalyhg the data more closely, my
assumption was that there would be more inquitbesiaHarry Potter related trivia, for
example, inquiries about a character’s eye cotamdy be the case that these type of
inquiries are found on another thread, or perh&gswriters use other methods of
getting the needed information, such as simply goggt. This being said, | believe
that being able to judge the knowledge the paditip have about the Harry Potter
saga, one would have to study the actual writtefidton. Being familiar with the plot,
the characters and the facts is important in wgitgood fanfiction, and in my
experience reviews are often where correctionshani$ are given, in addition to the
possible separate threads for help in writing. Heveexpertise in the overall writing
processes is more commonly sought after and itissudsed more in section 4.2.2.

Problems and help in writing.

In the following example, CloudNine asks the oti@um members for help with

correct spelling.

(21)

Okay, is splinched capitalized like Apparated is?
-CloudNine-

I think so.

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

Is splinched a word outside of Harry Potter? I don't think so. If
it's not, then it probably should be capitalized.

-Past tense-

HP Lexicon doesn't cap it. I'll go with that.
-CloudNine-

She is not sure whether the word “splinch” (a worade up by J.K.Rowling) should be

capitalized like the word, “Apparate” that is freopily used in the context of Harry
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Potter world (also invented by Rowling). Two anssvare offered for CloudNine’s
guestion. The first answer by ShineLikeDiamondspdynstates an opinion without
going more into detail, but Past Tense offers atemi with a brief reasoning. In her
final response CloudNine points to HP Lexicon (wiyvlexicon.org/), a fan-based
Internet site, that includes an encyclopedia ofrjH&otter world. She had been unable
to find an entry for the word “splinch” in therendatherefore had asked the forum
members for guidance in the matter. She seems rdowith the answers she got and
relies on the expertise of the other members. Mby & the forum a community of
Harry Potter fans, it is a community of Harry Pof@nfiction writers, who regard their
hobby with a certain seriousness. For a fic todensas well written and believable, it is
important to also get details, such as the corspelling of the magical vocabulary,
right. Therefore it is useful to ask help from floeum, as it is certain that someone is
familiar with the subject or has some type of krexgle about the problem in question.
Perhaps there are also participants who have beé@ngaor a longer period of time,
are known for their knowledge and are identifiedhessexperts in many topics.
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4.1.7. Critique of the original series and the filrs

The topic of conversation in the following excerpie the Harry Potter movies. The
actors and actresses in the roles as well as ¢hailibility are evaluated. The movies,
being based on the original work, the book seiaes,often not seen as canon. Their
importance in relation to the fandom is also sigaiftly lower than that of the books,

and critique of the movies is not uncommon.

Here kangareena voices her opinion about the mamrsa Daniel Radcliffe, Emma

Watson and Rupert Grint.
(22)

I'm not fond of any of the actors playing the Trio. Esp. Dan, not a
great actor.

-kangareena-

And I'm not fond of them either. I think Rupert Grint is probably
the best actor out of the group.

-BareNecessities-

My favorite is Rupert Grint too. He's decently amusing.
-PennyChoo-

BareNecessities agrees with kangareena and paihtkat that Rupert Grint, who plays
the part of Ron Weasley, performs the best. PenogQbins the conversation and
agrees with BareNecessities, by stating that inopémion Rupert Grint’s acting is the
best of the three. Kangareena also agrees abont &rd continues by assessing the
overall performance of the actors throughout théeseWhile she says that the actors
were good as child actors in the first movies,en ¢pinion the level of acting decreased
as the saga continued. She further illustratesoperion by suggesting that by having
top actors in the adult roles, the film makers $thduave put more effort into selecting

or perhaps advising the young actors.
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(23)

I think he's the most natural of the three. I just expected that as
the series and characters grew over time their acting skills would
as well.

I think the first two movies were best because they were child
actors and they did it well. They just never got to the level of
teenage+ acting. I actually think Tom is one of the few that can
pull off some more subtle acting skills, he did really well in HBP.
And I'm not just saying that because he's Draco.

I mean they fill the adult roles with the top actors in Europe and
the kids they half-assed it.

-kangareena-

Kangareena also mentions Tom Felton, who playsratee of Draco Malfoy. After a
positive comment on his performance, she apparéeglis the need to clarify that her
opinion does not rely on the fact that he is Dréod,rather on his skills.

BareNecessities voices a similar opinion. She sstggiat Tom Felton would have
been a better choice for Harry’s role, but also ig&lthat she sees him as Draco.

(24)

And [kangareena], you're right about that. Tom Felton is a much

better actor than Dan or Emma. Throughout the series I think he

has been the best. I was thinking would it have been better if he

played Harry, which is the role he auditioned for in the first place,

but I can't picture him as anyone but Draco.

-BareNecessities-

Really, it's rather unfortunate for most of the young actors in this
series, they will be typecast for the rest of their lives in some
way from this.

Tom does have a very boyish and cute face when he smiles so I
could see him as Harry with black hair.

-kangareena-

BareNecessities also admits to having thought Wieasaga would be like if she herself
would have done the casting and directing of thasfi She suggests that it was a

mistake for the filmmakers to leave out some charadhat appear in the books.
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(25)

I've always dreamed of what the movies would be like if I had
directed them and cast the actors. Of course I would have cast
myself as one of the roles, but that's beyond the point. I wouldn't

have skipped out complete characters. u_u

-BareNecessities-

In many cases the movies are seen in a completifgremt light than the original
books. It is fairly common that the actors areicdded and the differences in the plot
are seen as unsuccessful. In the previous conwmrsahe participants’ role as
consumers of the Harry Potter merchandise, indase the movies, is visible. As they
criticize the movies, they portray themselves asamers and the audience of the saga,

as well as fans with opinions.

The following post is an example of a rather raasecof criticizing J.K.Rowling. It
poses the Harry Potter saga in comparison withhenoderies with a similar story.
Kissmegoodnight suggests Avatar is more succegstiulthe concepts of good and evil.

(26)

The creators of Avatar were more kind to their villians then JKR

was to the Slytherins. They understood the balance between

good and evil, right and wrong, and how everything is based on

perception and choice of actions. I mean, the Avatar before Aang

was Fire Nation. So what? That didn't make him inherently bad

because of it. JKR never liked Draco or the Slytherins, and never

gave them an opportunity to grow past the "Daddy's boy"

attitude from the first book, even though he's given a big mission

in the sixth. The attitude about it was all the same.

-kissmegoodnight-

Kissmegoodnight points out that in her opinion Réwling’s choice to portray
Slytherins as the villains on the basis of the leahey are or were in, instead of taking
the opportunity to create a story where a charastallowed to develop to be good

despite the given background.
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As the fans criticize the films, it is common toeesepinions regarding the choice of
actors, for example. It is likely that the fans édermed strong image of a specific
character and as the actor chosen for the role mmtematch the image, the fan is likely
to be disappointed with the actor, his work orwey he is portrayed in the film. For a
fan on the forum to have a strong affection fordbgct of the fandom, in this case the
original book series, is very likely, seeing that &r she is participating in writing or
reading Harry Potter fanfiction. In many cases thes are very familiar with the
characters, perhaps identifying with them, and wkien movie fails to portray an
expected image of a characters, a fan is let d&karing opinions about the films and
the books, and critiquing them, the participants gmrtray themselves as fans,
consumers, even as experts. They identify withother fans with similar opinions and
argue with others who express opposing thoughtsttenforum offers an ideal medium
for this. This type of discussion among fans i® @alscussed by Jenkins (2006: 122), as

he studies the fans’ way of discussing, analyzimd@y@itiquing a television series.

On the forum is more common to see criticism dedcit the movies that at the original
books. To see a post about the lacking depth imtiiens of good evil, such as in the
previous excerpt is rare. However, in many casesiaps as to which couple works
better in fanon and the original pairing by J.K.Rag perhaps lacks something is more
common. Opinions like this, and the opportunity explore the fanon pairing are
perhaps one of the reasons why fanfiction forurke the one in the present study are

created and function.
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4.2. ldentity as a writer of fanfiction

To participate in a forum that builds on Harry Bottanfiction means that it is very
likely that one is interested in fanfiction, andiitg possibly, an active reader or writer

of fanfiction.

The forum offers a place for the readers, writeggiewers, reviewees and beta-readers
to gather, to change opinions, gather knowledge tanghare experiences. It is not
uncommon to present a problem, and to receiveagitiat indicate that others share the
feeling or to receive help for the process. By ipgrating in the conversation,
participants can express identity, by identifyinghwor distancing themselves from the

topic discussed.

Writing is discussed from many different pointsveéw. The writing of fanfiction has
naturally a significant role in the posts, but atsminal work is sometimes mentioned.
The participants often inquire how the others’ ingt processes are progressing and
they also share news about their own stories. Diséspnclude sharing of achievements
and troubles, as well as asking for and giving eelvand encouragement. As
experiences and opinions are shared and discusseparticipants often have a certain
role in the conversations. When the participantst mm the forum, they may present
themselves and other as certain type of writersh sas successful or unsuccessful
writers, advice-seekers or givers and, also impdstasupporters. From the posts
presented in the examples, the participants’ itleatas writers can be construed as for
example successful or struggling writers. Also ithentities of a helping friend or a

former enthusiast can be seen in the excerpts.
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4.2.1. Successful writing

In the following piece of conversation SweetTangerbrings up a private message,
which is here called aowl, in which BareNecessities has given some feedbadker

writing.
(27)
[BareNecessities]!

I need to reply to that owl you sent me. It was quite lovely and
instrumental.

Good news: the chapter is sitting in [Raspbee]'s inbox right now
in its nearly-6k entirety. I feel so accomplished.

-SweetTangerine-

[SweetTangerine]!

Yes. Yes, you do. :P I don't know if it was... instrumental but I'll
take that. *laughs*

I am excited to read it. I'm looking for something to read at the
moment and nothing at all is taking my fancy. Don't disappoint
me, Miss (which I doubt you will).

-BareNecessities-

Well, maybe not instrumental, but you gave me your opinion
which is great. (...and basically it was like an early review which
is like crack to any writer.)

Is it weird that I rarely read DG fanfiction? I haven't ventured
into the archives in...shit, it must have been months ago. This is
only slightly worrying.

Actually, scratch that. Intensely worrying. What if someone
already had this idea and did it better?? *panics*

-SweetTangerine-
SweetTangerine expresses her gratitude for thd &g stating that it was “like crack”.
Receiving the feedback, which most likely was giasitive tone, SweetTangerine has
been motivated to continue the story. In this cBsgeeNecessities is not her beta-reader,
but has nevertheless offered some help with th@tehahe has been working on. It
seems that it is not unusual to ask for and redealp and tips from other participants
of the forum. The support given to the others’ iwgtprocesses is a very visible element

on the forum, and it will be discussed more in tlext section, 4.2.2. 'Problems and
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help in writing'. In the first post SweetTangeralso updates her progress. She says that
her chapter is now finished, perhaps thanks to Bacessities help, and she is now
waiting to be read by her beta-reader, Raspbeeet3amgerine also reveals the word
account of her story, nearly 6000 words. In otherds, she indicates that she has
written a long chapter, is pleased with her progirasnd now wishes to share the news

with the other participants who have perhaps beating for an update to her story.

In a slightly similar post FurySwipes also makesaanouncement. She states that she is
tired and at the same time, almost as a side ndteals having posted a new chapter

for her story.
(28)
-stretches in her seat-

Ugh, I'm exhausted for no apparent reason. Though successfully
posted Chapter Two of my new Draco&&Ginny fic.

-FurySwipes-

Perhaps FurySwipes wants to announce that shesemrand ready for conversation.
However, it is likely that the post is also measiaa invitation for the participants to go

read her new chapter. Updates such as this areceergnon on the forum.

In the following piece of conversation there isiaquiry about the writing process.
(29)

Any progress made with the writing?
-Tulips-

Almost up to 22,000 words. Need another 200 or so. Which I will
get done by tonight!

-Chinadoll-

Well done! That's awesome work!
-Tulips-

Apparently Tulips and Chinadoll have been discugdhe piece Chinadoll has been
working on earlier. Chinadoll reveals having wittalmost 22000 words, which is a

lengthy chapter or a story, and that she only nézdisish this work now. Tulips seems
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impressed and offers her compliments for the w@kort conversations like the
previous one are very common on the forum. Ingsiialeout the others’ writing process
are quite often made, and one or more participaiatg answer with news of their story.
One could see this type of questions as an easyowagnversing and showing interest
in others’ work. Often the responses are then edplvith the help of a compliment or

words of encouragement, depending on the answer.

In the following, slightly unusual, piece of consation Raspbee confesses that she is
not exceedingly happy about the alerts she isrmggtéven though that suggests that her

writing has been successful.
(30)

I am being bombarded with Favourite Author alerts. It's like
these people are part of some kind of Boogum cult and are all
pressing the 'Favourite Author' button at the same time. Either
that or [site name] is a little delayed and I am now being
swamped with all the alerts in one go. It's kind of annoying,
actually.

-Raspbee-

As for the favourite authors thing, good on you! That is awesome
but I could see how it would get annoying.

-Tulips-

I've been getting that too. Or story alerts for my older stuff and
oneshots.

-StarryNights-

I don't meant to sound ungrateful. But in the past 5 minutes, I've
received like 10 favourite author alerts. I'm waiting for an email,
so I'll be like "Ooo, email!" But no. Just another alert.

-Raspbee-

Favourite Author alerts are something a readerdati@k on when they find a writer
whose stories they like. When one favourites am@autone gets a notification every
time the author submits a new story or chaptere dklips implies in her comment,
getting author alerts is good for the author, ashaws the popularity of one’s fics, as
well as gives more visibility to the author. Howevie this case Raspbee gets an email
alert every time somebody favourites her, which Hsscome annoying. The

conversation itself is curious, because it is tareee anyone complaining if a fic they
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have submitted is popular. However, one of the nooramon topics is the number of
readers of a fic, compared to the number of revidvesreaders have left. One could
argue that reviews are the best liked type of faeklbreceived from the fics, and
perhaps in this case as well Raspbee would raghezive reviews instead of the
impersonal author alerts. Nevertheless, in thedast Raspbee feels the need to imply
that she does think that the alerts are a pogsiiater, and she does not mean to sound
ungrateful. It seems that here her role as a webaflicts with her role in her real life
and while she is trying to concentrate on the sitnashe currently is in, the emails are
making it impossible, making her dislike them. Evas Raspbee is identified a
successful writer, and clearly a liked one, by teaders, it seems to cause her some

distress.

A successful writer is something that very likelythe participants who write fanfiction
would like to identify themselves as. In the examspbuccess in writing does not
necessarily mean that they have written a good stoterms of popularity, it usually
means a certain amount of finished text that thieewis pleased with. Announcing the
success usually is received with support and cangsits, but it also has an important

role of making sure that the target audience idedeabout the new chapter or story.

4.2.2. Problems and help in writing

One of the most typical topics regarding the wgtiaof fanfiction, is sharing the
problems one is having with it. In the data thene many mentions of writer’s blocks,
difficult prompts, lack of inspiration, etc. In thellowing post ShineLikeDiamonds
addresses another writer first, expressing her wiahshe updates her story soon, then

she continues the post by sharing troubles in Wwerwriting process.
(31)

You'd better be updating that fic about the gorgeous Italian blond
we all love! :D I'm missing him.

It's tragic, I'm afraid. I can't guarantee that I'll be able to write a
fic, because firstly, I hardly EVER have time to write these days
or get the inspiration, and when I do, I write this novel I've been
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working on lately, which I sort of have hopes for. I know that if I
get into the fanfiction groove, it'll be harder to get back into the
original fiction groove, so anyway. I guess I'll just have to watch
the fun this time.

*sighs*

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

Oh, I see! By all means continue to work on your novel, my dear.
The sad part about fanfiction is that no matter how beautiful your
work, in the end it is borrowed and you can't really claim it as
yours or do anything in RL with it. I want to start working on
some original stuff myself, something I haven't done in TEN
YEARS. Wow.

-Maples-

ShineLikeDiamonds describes her lack of inspiratidnch prevents her from writing.
She also says that if she is in the mood for wgjtshe writes her original work instead
of fanfiction, which also disheartens her because lsas a pending fic waiting. Then
again, she confesses that getting inspiration ar fanfiction would mean that her
original work would suffer, so she is torn abowg Hubject. Here the juxtaposition of the
participant’s two writer identities causes her peofis and she shares her feelings on the
forum. Maples replies by supporting her originalrkvavriting and shares her own
experience. She compares writing fanfiction andjioal work and notes that even
though fanfiction can be beautifully written, itnet the same as writing original work
and she encourages ShineLikeDiamonds to concerdrateer original work for now.
Maples also reveals her wish to also write origiwakk, which in turn causes her to

realize she has not done that in a long time.

In the following conversation a similar problemimsroduced. However, here fics that
are not her first priorities are proving to be margeresting than the ones the

participants feel they should be working on atttires.
(32)
Gaaaah! This always happens to me! Every time I'm supposed to
be writing something, I'll suddenly get an urge to work on
something else.
I have a weird desire to write [Fic name]- a fic I haven't written

anything for in over three years, despite the fact it was actually
uploaded to my profile not so long ago.
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Edit: make that almost a year ago. Wow. Has it really been that
long?

-Raspbee-

Lol [Raspbee]. I haven't had the impulse to write ANYTHING for a
while. And I am entered into the fic exchange. u_u

-SnowSafari-

I've had the same problem. Sadly, my attempt to push myself
into writing has only inspired me to want to write the wrong fic.
I'm never going to complete my exchange fic at this rate.

-Raspbee-

Raspbee has entered a writing exchange, a challgvggd on the forum, and is now
having trouble with her inspiration. Instead of demg on the exchange fic, she finds
herself writing another fic, one that she has nudated for three years. SnowSafari
participates by telling that she, too, has entéhedexchange, despite the fact that she
has no interest in writing anything at the mom®&g@dspbee’s reply reveals that initially
she had the same problem and by trying to overcbrelee became interested in the
wrong fic. Cookie also participates in the discassand says that the amount of school

work she has pending and the stress caused Wgatsaher writing inspiration.

(33)

I'm similar with my block in that I don't feel free to write so
nothing wants to come out anyway. School is kind of a big pain in
the butt this semester. :P

-Cookie-

Very true, and at the end of the day it is better to have good
grades than write a good fanfic.

I've given up on trying to do both. I genuinely feel sorry for the
person who has me as their prompt writer, because I certainly
know what I'll be putting first in terms of time and energy.

-Raspbee-

True, true. Fanfiction doesn't get you into college. And, I want to
get into Stanford. Must focus...

-SnowSafari-

Raspbee and SnowSafari both identify with the pmobl Raspbee admits that she

cannot do both well and has to concentrate on oné; even if it means disappointing
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the person who has given her the prompt in theXahange. Finally, they conclude that

getting good grades is more important than writing.

Another problem in a writing process is expressg@dstTense:
(34)

And I was working on a one-shot that won’t cooperate with me.

-PastTense-

Hey [PastTense]... Let it flow. Perhaps some music helps?

-Kendra-

It's not that the words won't come to me. It's that I can't seem
to get a certain amount of emotion in it that I want to be in it.
It's very much one of those stories that I have to be in the mood
to write.

-PastTense-

Ah, I'm having that problem right now. I'm writing a compilation
of fluffy DG one-shots and it seems I can't get the emotion out.

Just listen to music that suits the type of story you are writing. If
it is more feel good, listen to something poppy, if it is angst-y
listen to something emotional. You catch my drift.

I'm just trying not to think about it and hopefully it will just come
out when it feels the need.

-BareNecessities-

PastTense admits that the writing process is pgofon some reason to be difficult for
her. This post is only a short statement and doeseek for advice in a form of a direct
guestion, but nevertheless, Kendra replies by sigge that music could help.
PastTense then specifies the problem and sayst tisathe emotion she cannot grasp
and muses that she would need to be in a certand nwobe able to write the story. Her
reply is followed by many more replies from varigogrticipants, expressing similar
problems in their writing or giving advice on how get past the writer’'s block. For
example, BareNecessities agrees with Kendra ansl $e¢ a certain type of music
fitting the mood of the fic could help with the wng. Posts such as these are rather
common on the forum, which serves also as a suppatem for the writers of
fanfiction. Although not everyone necessarily redlds fics of the others, tips and

advice in the writing process are often offered.
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Besides support in the mental process of writinghsas conquering a writer’s block,
help in grammar is also sought and given on thenfior

(35)
"Ron Weasley, you are a jealous prat!" She spat at her brother.

Crap, little 's' or not?

-Jumblebee-

Little S, [Jumblebee].

-SweetTangerine-

SweetTangerine’s reply offers only the answer fonBBlebee’s question, nothing more.
On the forum there are participants who are knoamhiaving a good command of
spelling and grammar and they are often requestetdip. Normally this help would

come in the form of beta-reading, but sometimesfthem serves also as a place to

search answers for an abrupt problem in writing.

In the following conversation BareNecessities adntitat while she would love to
write, she has no ideas what she could write aboig unsuccessful in her attempts to
put her thought into words. It seems that she ig/ \Bspirited about this. She is
referring to plot bunnies, a common name for randdeas for fics, waiting to be
written. It is not unusual to offer plot bunniesdther forum participants, if one has a

good idea but is unable to write it oneself.

(36)

I wish the plot bunnies would hop back into my life! Sadly, I have
nothing. Or I cannot get anything down on paper.

*frowns* Stupid, stupid, stupid!

-BareNecessities-

You can have my plot bunnies, [BareNecessities]. I have more
than enough for the both of us.

-Raspbee-

I don't understand how you can have no plot bunnies, though. I
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ALWAYS have plot bunnies, but whether I actually write them is
another matter entirely...

-Raspbee-

Well, I should have really changed what I said before I posted it.
I do have plot bunnies, its just no words are coming out. It
makes me want to cry at times.

-BareNecessities-

Oh, I hate that. I have those moments, and they're horrible.

-Raspbee-
Another forum member, Raspbee, comes to help l&yioff her own plot bunnies. Shen
then continues by wondering how it is possible BateNecessities does not have any,
since she always has them herself. Here BareN#essadmits phrasing her problem
wrong, the real problem is that she is facing dexg block, which is depressing her. At
this point Raspbee understands her problem andahswer is quite sympathetic,

indicating that the situation is not unfamiliartter either.

In the following conversation SweetTangerine ta#tsout her hate for summaries.
Summaries are the short texts that appear undditihef a published fic, written by
the writer. Their objective is to attract possil@aders by revealing something about the
fic. This can be done by summarizing the plot, wgtan interesting section from the
story or by introducing out the characters andisigpoint of the story, for example. A
well written, catchy summary attracts more readers a badly written one maybe the

reason a reader decides not to read the fic. $idat bothers SweetTangerine.
(37)

I hate summaries so incredibly much. I'm positive I scare more
people off than I attract with awful summaries.

-SweetTangerine-

As long as there are no typos or grammatical mistakes in your
summaries, you're ahead of the game.

-Norberta-

Solid point.

And I don't beg for forgiveness because it's my first fic, or say "I
suck at summaries--better one inside," or R&R! Yuck.

- SweetTangerine-
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Norberta points out the importance of grammar i@ sammary, but does not offer
further words of advice. However, this seems toelp@ugh encouragement, since
SweetTangerine already is able to admit that hemsaries do not stoop so low as to
apologizing and explaining oneself in the summaWat she also does not do, is to
write the frequently used request “R&R” — read aendew, which in her opinion seems
to be an annoying choice to write in a summary.rEtleough reviewing is highly

appreciated and much awaited, at least in Sweeé&Fargs opinion it for some reason

should not be specifically asked for.

In the next pick SweetTangerine directs a questibiRaspbee, asking whether she

shoud name her chapters or not.
(38)
[Raspbee]!!

Quick question: should I do chapter titles? I'm sure I could rally
one up. I'm not sure if I'd be up to snuff with them or not.

EDIT: Aw, crap, that's what I get for glancing at avatars and not
reading your posts. You're not even here (really)!

Anyone else want to answer the question, then?

-SweetTangerine-

I vote yes, though I have no idea what fic you're working on. :P
-CloudNine-

[SweetTangerine], I was going to ask you if you were having
chapter titles, but if you're not feeling up to it, then don't worry.
Chapter One is just as good as any other title. :P

-Raspbee-

I've decided to do titles, but I've also decided to make them little
quotes (which might be harder). And it's for Preggers!Ginny,
[CloudNine].

-SweetTangerine-

Apparently SweetTangerine relies on Raspbee’s &xpens she asks help in the
decision concerning her own fic. It could be theecthat Raspbee is her beta-reader for

the fic, or has been for a former fic that Sweegkame has written, but nevertheless
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she now seeks Raspbee’s expert opinion on the nmma@tten, as seen from the edited
part, SweetTangerine realizes that Raspbee is restept, as she has not read her
previous posts, which state that she is not goinga away from the computer for a
while and asks if another participant is willinganswer her question. CloudNine then
gives a short reply, saying that while she does kwobow what kind of fic
SweetTangerine is currently writing, she should edhe chapters. After that Raspbee
apparently returns to the forum and replies to $Vagerine’s question. Apparently
they have discussed the fic earlier, as she adhtgng been aiming to ask
SweetTangerine about the same topic. Then shencastito give a rather vague opinion
on the matter, saying that SweetTangerine shouldviolat she feels is the best. Even
though the expert opinion SweetTangerine sougletr afid not give her a conclusive
solution to the dilemma at hand, she seems to b&bwith the answer she receives

and makes a quick decision, possibly based ondtiemthat both options are good.

The following is a lengthy conversation about thrim’s current writing challenge:
(39)

I'm excited and yet not about my prompt. I have to sit down and
write the damn thing! Sigh.

-rememberme-

*Nods head*
[SweetTangerine], [rememberme].

Have I missed something crucial (wouldn't be surprising) Uhm,
prompts?

Oh and [rememberme], I have started my new fic now, would

you be up for Beta-ing it and putting [story name] on the back
burner for a bit until I can sort the story out in my head.

-Smokeye-

I'm very excited about my prompt, but I'm afraid it's not quite
oneshot material.

Which means that my to-do list currently looks something like
this:

1) Chapter two of Preggers!Ginny
2) Chapter two of [fic name] (Bleach)

3) Chapter three of [fic name] (Bleach)
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4) Chapter three of Preggers!Ginny
5) Exchange fic until done!

Meh. I hate planning. It makes it look like so...much. I mean,
that's over 20k without the stupid exchange fic. Gah.

-SweetTangerine-

Normally, I'd love to, [Smokeye], but I am swamped with RL
work. :( Crazy crazy, hate it. Sigh.

-rememberme-

Mine "could" be a one-shot, but I don't see myself writing it as a
one-shot.

-rememberme-

I was not 'thrilled' by any of the prompts - including my own -
but I think that's because of RL getting in the way. But now that
I have a prompt, and little plot bunnies to go along with it, I'm
starting to feel pretty excited. ~_~

[SweetTangerine] - last time we didn't require a beta reader. This
time, though, you better get one (and it has to be someone who
isn't in the exchange). I already have mine... ;p

-CloudNine-

Oh ok, thank you [SweetTangerine]. I thought it would be best if
I didn't do the exchange, because I'm really very bad at meeting
deadlines and I didn't think it would be fair on the other authors!

No, that's fine [rememberme], I will place a tag on the beta
search thread. I hope you time clears up for you soon. Being
hectic is very bad for you health.

-Smokeye-

I liked mine, and would have kept them for myself, but I didn't
have any way to write them. I'm horrible at chapter fics.

-kissmegoodnight-

Speaking of chaptered fics, I couldn't sleep last night so I came
up with this DG AU idea but I don't have the time or anyway
really to write them, I have loads of bits for the first chapter, but
lengthing it out now...Er...Yeah, so I'll probably put it on the plot
bunny thread later.

-crememarmalade-

In this piece of conversation many topics are askbé at once, by many participants,
making the thread slightly difficult to follow. Hertwo at first unrelated issues are

brought up: the writing challenge and beta-readimgthe first reply rememberme
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expresses her mixed feelings about the prompt akedteived, which seems to alert
Smokeye, who muses whether she has missed her {sro8weetTangerine then joins
the conversation, saying that while she likes mempt, it promises her a large amount
of work, seeing that it does not seem like a ongshagingle chaptered story, could be
written of it. Additionally she lists all the prajes she has pending, revealing the amount
of work she has to be done. CloudNine weighs isdyng that she is beginning to feel
excited about her prompt. Smokeye’s previous ingaibout beta-reading seems to have
gotten CloudNine’s attention, as she reminds Svewjdrine that she should have a
beta for the exchange. Perhaps this is becaudeedist SweetTangerine posted, since
the exchange fic is at the last place and betamgadan be time-consuming.
Kissmegoodnight also joins the conversation, by ingughat while she liked the
prompts, she felt that she would not have been w@bigrite them, as she doubts her
ability to write a multi-chaptered fic. This in tupiques crememarmalades interest, as
she reveals having problems with putting her isa words. She suggests that she may
be putting the idea up for adoption on the plotriyuthread, and someone else may then
try writing the story. The topics evolve as thetggyants post their replies, revealing
different writer and reader identities and it does take many posts for the topic to
change from the prompts to chaptered fics, andliffieulties of writing them. As each
participant participates in the conversation, theystray themselves and their situations
as fans, writers and participants. It is fairly ye&s identify with another participant’s
situation or to compare it with one’s own, as ewver has the possibility to take part in
the same writing challenge, but also as they drmate or less familiar with different
types of writing processes and what they requomfthe writer.
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4.2.3. Dilemmas and musings that writing fanfictiorcause

In the following conversation the participants dise the role of OCs — original
characters — in fanfiction, after rememberme hdtega review criticizing her choice

to use an OC in her story.
(40)

I think some people just really hate OCs, no matter what. I don't
understand why she read for this long if she hates OCs because
[fic name] is riddled with them. :P

-rememberme-

I never understand that. I mean, yeah, I don't really like OCs all
the time either, but that's only because the OC is often poorly
written. And we know that isn't a problem for you. ~_~

-Raspbee-

I think OCs are tricky - people have a tendency to either love
them or hate them, so they can be a risk in a story. Often the
only way to keep everyone happy is to have a flawless
integration - though I'm sure yours was and you just had a narky
bitch. :P

-copperhead-

I just think it's funny people don't like OCs when often that is the
writer actually showing what s/he can do by using their own
imagination. Personally, I've found the best stories usually
feature quite a bit of OCs simply because the plot itself is quite
original.

-Raspbee-

Some stories just call for OCs, especially when you're writing a
post-series/war fic and you're putting your characters in a hostile
environment. Plus, AtLA has a huge world to work with. It's not
like HP where you have 100s of characters to work with. But
even then OCs are needed, depending on the plot. Or else you
get friend-cest, which is typical of most sitcoms and dramas. :P

-rememberme-

Agreed.
-Raspbee-

An OC is a character that does not exist in therdmt is instead created by the writer
of the fanfiction. The participants here discuss wise of OCs in fanfiction, whether or
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not it is a good idea. Raspbee points out that itot uncommon that OCs in fanfiction
are poorly written. A reason for this could be thkick a backstory and familiar
personality traits a characters from a canon h&he also comforts rememberme by
saying that this should not be the case, as rememebés known for her writing
abilities. Also copperhead says that she belieee®emberme’s story to have “flawless
integration”, making the OC work in the story, atiee fault is with the reviewer.
Raspbee also touches on the contradiction the matfteising OCs raises. While
creating a good and believable OC proves that titerws a good writer with talent and
imagination, the choice of using the OC in thestmay be the factor that makes the
readers disregard or dislike the story. Remembals@ suggests that in some cases
OCs are necessary in order to avoid circling theesaharacters and creating, as she
puts it, “friend-cest”, forcing friends to get inved romantically. She also points to
another fandom, Avatar: the Last Airbender, whicksmite having more canon

characters than Harry Potter, can in her opinidihbgnefit from an OC in fanon.

A rather lengthy conversation took place on theerethread. This conversation was of
a serious and more atypical nature. Here four @pamts discuss stopping their writing

of fanfiction.

(41)

For the first time, I actually don't have any inclination to work on
new fics. I'm completely over fanfiction at the moment. Haven't
touched anything since my [name] one-shot. I think it really
might be time to start slowing down and, well, gradually easing
out of the fanfiction world. Of course, actually finishing my
current WIPs will probably take years, so you'll still have me
around for a while. :P

-Raspbee-

I can't see stopping with ficcing, like. . . ever.

Especially with the way I keep gaining fandoms. I read in 27, and
have ideas to write in 18.

-StarryNights-

Would it be overly dramatic that the thought of this makes me
want to collapse to the ground and throw some sort of fit/cry?
Lol. I really dislike that idea, but it is fair enough. Though I will
hold you to finishing your WIP's. And also forbid you from leaving
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the forum.
-Tulips-

Yeah, that's my plan too - to ease out of fanfiction. I only have ...
4 WIP to finish. But 3 of those 4 only have 3-5 chapters left a
piece. So, uh, that's good. -rubs back of neck-

-rememberme-

Lol, [StarryNights]. I don't know how you keep up with that. I
can barely keep up with three fandoms.

Naturally, I will not leave the forum. And I expect I might write
the occasional one-shot from time to time, but not chaptered
fics.

You're lucky. I have 8 unfinished fics, most of which are barely
halfway. One of them I think will probably end up being deleted,
though. Maybe two ....

-Raspbee-
The participants who have already spent severalsyeaiting or reading fanfiction
admit having contemplated stopping the writing. leger, what is slowing their process
are the WIPs — Works in Progress — in this casenmgahe multi-chaptered fics the
participants have yet to finish. It is not uncomnomave many uncompleted fics under
construction at the same time, which in this cashe factor that is problematic for the
writers. In fact, Raspbee admits that she is likelgelete some of the WIPs instead of

finishing them. Later in the discussion she sumbenfeelings for WIPs:
(42)

WIP's are the bane of every writer's existence. I hate them with
a passion. Especially when they build up and up and up, and then
you have to delete them to feel better again.

-Raspbee-
Even when the idea for a fic is excellent, it does always mean that the fic is easy to

write, and sometimes the task proves to be implessaabd the fics gets deleted.

In the same conversation the participants alsohtaucthe subject of draining the hobby

of the meaning it used to have.
(43)

Seriously, though. There really does come a point where you
realise you've done all you wanted. I've written well over 100
fanfics (most of them have just been deleted over the years). It's
no surprise I'm at that point where I think all my fics are
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beginning to feel like the same thing just being regurgitated over
and over and over.

-Raspbee-

Yes. Getting lost in the fandom is fun, but there's a time when
you have to start creating your own worlds. Let's face it - we
often get frustrated with the canon provided in our fandoms, do
we not?

-rememberme-

I do. And that frustration grows with every fic.
Hence, the novel.

(I still can't help but do an inner squee when I think of it,
hahah.)

-Raspbee-
Raspbee points out that after writing a consideralbimber of fics, one is bound to run
out of fresh ideas and inspiration. Remembermeesgamd says that while fanfiction
provides a great background to create stories agatnonly gives so much room for
creativity and eventually one would have to createoriginal world for one’s stories.
This notion is supported by Raspbee, whose regygests that perhaps being one of the

reasons she is writing an original story.

One of the both easy as well as difficult featuré$anfiction writing is the world the
stories take place in, as well as the charactersvad in it. One can state that the fic is
AU - alternate universe, which means that perh&espiot, the characters or the
surroundings differ from the original series and thriter has taken the material used
and changed some of the defining elements — tillihas to be believable, the reader
has to recognize the characters that are famditiigm from the canon. There is only so
much room for exploring the new settings and characwithout the story being
unrecognizable in relation to the canon. On theottand, ready-made characters and
settings do offer easy options for one to practiaéing, be creative and have fun, since
with familiar characters one is ready to createrie$o without having to invent

everything from scratch.
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This interesting piece of conversation also takksep on one of the two threads

examined. A participant raises the topic of pogurel and the Harry Potter fandom.
(44)

I think it's interesting to read about pop culture today - things
you may or may not be interested in but which are prevalent
right now. And it will be even more interesting to read about
Pokemon (or Harry Potter, even) twenty years from now, when
it's died down and disappeared.

...If it ever disappears.

-Cookie-

Well, look at us. We're on a Harry Potter forum and write
fanfiction. We're essentially part of that strand of popular culture,
but I doubt many of us stop and think "Oh, wow, I'm part of a
Harry Potter fad".

-Raspbee-

Cookie contemplates whether Pokemon or Harry Patterphenomena that will be
forgotten in twenty years of time. She does, howeegpress her doubts about it.
Nevertheless, she expresses a view not often seenfan forum, referring to the fans
as a cultural product or a fandom-related phenomesomething that could be a
subject of study and not simply as a community withilar interests, for example. Also
Raspbee comments on Cookie’s thoughts by pointirighat even though they clearly
are a part of a fandom, a pop culture phenomermtrmany view the activity as such. It
is simply a hobby, a way of life, something theyfdopleasure. Here especially Cookie
seems to perceive pop culture and perhaps alsg laefan as interesting phenomena,
but rather than identifying with the phenomenorHafry Potter fandom, she discusses
it rather vaguely. However, from Raspbee’s replyran be read that she identifies
herself and the other participants of the forunfaass and more specifically a part of

popular culture.

The general discussion threads seem to offer @& gtacvarious types of conversation
concerning the writing of fanfiction. It seems thatting brings along issues that can
cause trouble to the participants, who then congetter to discuss them. These
problems include the issue of taking creative gghith the work, and the problem of

one’s identity as a fanfiction writer versus thendty of a writer of one’s original work.
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An important topic that was also brought up was mwies time to stop the writing of
fanfiction and how to do it. It seems that soonetater the interest in Harry Potter
fanfiction declines. However, even as it seemsttiauestion of quitting the hobby of
writing fanfiction may be topical for some, quitithe forum is not. The forum offers a
community to which many seem to have developed@agtbond and also a place
where the participants can discuss topics othen tfanfiction, which, could be

suggested, is for many the reason to continueggaating.
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4.3. ldentity as a reader of fanfiction

The participants of the forum are not only liketylde writers of fanfiction, but also, if

not even more likely, readers of fanfiction. Sonagtigipants read large amounts of
fanfiction, while others rarely indulge in it. Ogeuld suggest that the participants are
not only fans of Harry Potter, but fans of fanficti On the forum discussed in the
present study there are specific threads thatdrnwié participants to discuss fics they
have read, recommend them and also promote oneisfios« However, in addition to

these threads, reading of fanfiction is also disedson the threads for general

discussion.

When reading fanfiction, an active reader can alsmse to leave a review, a message
to the writer of the fic, which often includes theader’s opinion of the fic or some
aspects of it. One can also participate in the ggs®f writing and publishing fics, by
working as a beta-reader for other writers. Théseet topics, reading, reviewing and

beta-reading, are touched upon in the followindises.

4.3.1. Reading fanfiction

Reading fanfiction is an essential part of a famdit community. The participants
portray different kind of reader identities in theposts. Some people position
themselves more as writers than readers, whereas participants do not write their

own fanfiction at all and concentrate on readingeod’ work and discussing it.

The following is an excerpt from a conversationnsearlier in section 4.2.1. Successful
writing. SweetTangerine expresses her worry of being a loyal reader of DG

fanfiction.
(45)
Is it weird that I rarely read DG fanfiction? I haven't ventured
into the archives in...shit, it must have been months ago. This is

only slightly worrying.

Actually, scratch that. Intensely worrying. What if someone
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already had this idea and did it better?? *panics*

-SweetTangerine-

From the context of the conversation one could ssgthat reading fanfiction is an
essential part of writing fanfiction. One not ordets inspiration from other writers’
stories, but receives information on what has jesly been written and how. By
knowing what has already been written, a writer wame easily find one’s own point of
view for the story. Here SweetTangerine is wortileat someone else has already had

the same idea as her and essentially her storgltesly been written.

The following example is the beginning of a rathengthy conversation about an

infamous piece of fanfiction found on the site.
(46)
Have any of you ever read or heard of the fic '[Fic name]'?

It's HORRIBLE. It makes my brain ooze out my ears, and
apparently it's got 1,000 reviews.

-Lucidity-

[Fic name]?
Oh.

My.

God.

NEVER, EVER mention that... THING... In my presence unless
you want to experience an obscenely long rant.

I don't even know where to start... The worst thing about it was
probably the Snap and Loopin (I can't even say their real
names... No...) Having sex against a wall with Dobby watching...
Ewww...

-whatsmynickagain-

Send us a link [Lucidity], and what's so horrible about it?

-crememarmalade-

The conversation continues as links to the fic posted and various opinions and
musings are written. However, in this case no somfthe participants know who the
writer is and, what seems to be the most jarringtenano one can tell whether the

writer is serious or not.
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(47)

The sad thing is: *Starts to play ominous music* No one knows if
it's a cracklfic, troll!fic, or completely serious.

-whatsmynickagain-

Some of the participants seem to think that is teade a crack!fic or a trolllfic,
something that is written as a joke, possibly tn@nreaders, as it apparently is a very
explicit fic with a large amount of spelling mistak while some suggest that it could be
a seriously written piece of fanfiction. The corsadion brings the fic to many
participants’ attention and after following thedimany of them post a more or less
unflattering opinion about it. It is much more commmto see the participants discuss
their personal reading habits, introduce a gooaficequest recommendations, than to
see a conversation where a fic is criticized. |a tase, it seems, the fic in question is so
appalling that the participants feel the need sruwks it. However, after a while, the
conversation takes a turn towards other topicsth@durious piece of fanfiction seems

to be forgotten.

In the following piece of conversation StarryNigisks for suggestions for reading.
(48)

I need something to read.
-StarryNights-

Fanfiction or real Fiction?

-copperhead-

Fanfiction.
-StarryNights-

[StarryNights], I can't help you with Fanfiction. I barely have
time (or motivation) to read anything these days.

-copperhead-

Copperhead replies by asking whether StarryNighamadanfiction or “real Fiction”,
which in this case could perhaps be loosely defamegdublished books. However, when
StarryNight replies that she is looking for fanifict, copperhead cannot offer her help,
stating that she has not had time to read fanfiaezently. As seen in the last example,
as well as in the section 4.2.2. Problems and imelgriting, some participants revealed

not having time or motivation to write fanfictiobut here it is apparent that the same
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goes with reading. Perhaps the participants’ sdeedundeed tight, not allowing them
enough free time to indulge in fanfiction, or pgybathey feel that finding new
interesting stories too difficult. It may be thhetstories written do not offer plots new
or interesting enough and for the time being thei@pants have become disinterested
in browsing for reading. However, this is only apbthesis and without further
investigation, for example with interviews, one ganclaim this to be the truth. That
being said, it can be seen in many conversatiaaistile motivation towards the actual
writing and reading of fanfiction is in many cadasking, but the participants can
nevertheless be rather active on the forum. It setiat for participating on the forum,

one does not need to portray an identity of an gandiction reader.

A different situation is presented by BareNecessjtivho has refound the world of DG

fanfiction:
(49)

I have actually been reading a lot of DG lately. Well, not a lot but
a fair amount. Mostly venturing into the shameless plug thread. I
read [Raspbee]'s birthday present to [CloudNine], '[fic name]'
and loved it. It kind of inspired me to read more fics from you
forum members, I almost forgot this place was rife with DG fics,
which is kind of stupid of me.

-BareNecessities-
BareNecessities admits that she too used to read datil she realized that the forum
she participates in is full of writers of fanfiatiaf her liking. One could suggest that
this points towards the conclusion that the forumctions much more as a community
of likeminded people, instead of place for striddpfiction-related discussion and tips.
Perhaps she also feels that in order to be takensasious member of the forum, she
should be more involved with the preferred pairibg,the means of reading fanfiction

of the said pairing, and possibly also writing it.
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In the following reply PennyChoo answers a postemghanother participant (Maples)

guestion whether PennyChoo has ever read her fics.

(50)

*laughs* I've read a couple. And I've been meaning to start reading [fic

name], once you update it for the first time in ages. ;P

-PennyChoo-

PennyChoo states she has indeed read Maples'afidsplayfully jibes back at her, by
suggesting that she should update her work so R¥roo/could in fact read more.

The following post is perhaps more of an advertesainthan a piece of conversation.
(51)
READ (and review?) THE FIC EXCHANGE FICS.

They are all fabulous, because we wrote them. And not enough
people are paying attention to them, so I'm making it my new
purpose. =P

-SummerBreeze
SummerBreeze is drawing the participants’ attentionthe fics submitted for the
exchange the forum has had. She indicates that #irecparticipants of the forum have
written them, they should also be read by the gtlagticipants. Perhaps this is to make
the community to more familiar with each others’rigoto raise awareness of the
activity provided by the forum or to just make stinat the work put into the fics does
not go unnoticed. Perhaps she has also writtenhenself and advertises it as well.
Nevertheless, the aim of the post is to make pegald and to remind the others that
the forum members are writers who deserve to gettxn. Essentially it is a reminder
of the circumstance that the participants of thallenge all share the same identity as

writers, writers whose desire is to be noticed anldave their story read.
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4.3.2. Reviewing fanfiction

Reviews, the comments that a reader can give tthmmaaf a story, are often discussed
on the forum. In fact, the forum has a thread deda specifically for them. However,
reviewing is also discussed on this thread, moBtiyn the viewpoint of writing

reviews, not so much receiving them.

Here a participant expresses her view on reviewing.
(52)

Actually my reviews are normally shit. It's the reason I haven't
hardly read anything by the Mods

-Jumblebee-

Jumblebee suggests that her skills in leaving g@ykews are bad, which in turn

hinders her will to read stories from the writen® knows and are active members of
the forum. Her comment portrays her opinion thavieg reviews is an essential and
polite part of the fanfiction culture, and possilalgo being a member of the forum. In

another post, she sums up her view on leaving d gooew:
(53)

'Tis an art, reviewing.

-Jumblebee-

Another participant reveals a review she has oneng
(54)

I was just reading some of the reviews I've left and this one
stuck out at me: 'Bollocks, I love this story.’

That was the entire review. I meant every word too, that story is
great. Normally though my reviews are longer and a bit more...

-BlackLace-

She comments on her review by expressing that staveery honest review. However,
she also implies that the review was not very gmoler opinion, as she should have
perhaps said more about the story, instead ofestessing her delight. Here it can be

deduced that in BlackLace’s opinion it is importaotsay why she loved the story,
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instead of just stating it. In fact, good revieveises to be constructing criticism, telling

the author what works and why, as well as what do¢sind why.

Replying the reviews one gets for a story seenetoonsidered as a common courtesy.
However, sometimes both writing a review as wellr@glying one can prove to be
challenging. Here Jumblebee admits her repliesgoleetter than her reviews and then
asks how BlackLace deals with replies.

(55)

I can do good review replies usually, [GingerD] can vouch for
that, but actual reviews...bah.

What are your review replies like? I try not just to do 'thanks for
the review, [name]' but sometimes people don't really give you a
lot to work with when they just type 'great!'.

-Jumblebee-

It really depends on the review. If someone has left only a few
words, I just respond saying "Thanks for taking the time to leave
a review". But if someone left me something a little more
lengthy, I respond in kind.

I absolutly hate leaving a nice, long review for someone and then
not getting a reply though. It is definitely a pet hate.

-BlackLace-

In many cases, if the reader submits a review wiiidi's own username, the writer of the

story answers the review. Sometimes the repliejuateas Jumblebee says “thanks for
the review, [name]”’, but often writers are expectedwrite a more detailed reply,

depending on the contents and depth of the reviey teceived. BlackLace brings out
the issue of the importance of replying, statingt thot getting a reply is her pet hate.
Whereas a good review would be polite, supportiagg possibly include some

constructive criticism, with a mention of what wespecially good about the story, a
good reply should address the criticism, perhapsvanthe questions the reader may
have had, and thank the reader for choosing ardingdhe story. Of course, there are
also bad reviews, as well as bad replies, but Hreynot mentioned in these threads.
Perhaps the specific review thread is a place fscudsing them, leaving the more

general discussion here.
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In many cases, if one identifies oneself as a geader, it includes the notion of being
a good reviewer. It is considered polite and usefoinething a reader should do. Here a
biblical principle applies: one should treat othess one would like others to treat
oneself — essentially, to receive reviews, one khowrite reviews for others.
Additionally, when one receives reviews, one shotdgly to them accordingly.
Naturally not everyone reviews, but to admit thatlee forum where it is considered so
important, would probably be frowned upon, imparithe participant’s whole

perceived reader identity.

4.3.3 Beta-reading

Beta-reading could be defined as proof-readings ormal and often encouraged for
writers to send their work for a beta to read tiglowefore publishing them on a
fanfiction site. A beta-reader can correct gramraad the facts, as well as give

suggestions on how to improve, and possibly coetihe story.

In the following snippet BareNecessities searcteta for her work:

(56)

Does anyone know of, or can anyone, beta an upcoming fic I am going

to start writing?

I'm not sure what I'm going to call it yet but it is going to be a
compilation of fluffy one-shots based around DG (obviously). I've never
even had a beta before, so I don't know what to look for in them. I'm

so... inexperienced. Lol.

-BareNecessities-

In the post BareNecessities describes the topidHerfic briefly, and expresses her
inexperience in the art of beta-reading. She bedither skills and knowledge also by
writing “Lol” (=laugh out loud) at the end of heosgt. This could be seen as a method of
presenting herself as a newbie in this sense,ritfalsng it easier for the others to take
on the task of beta-reading her fic, as well agimy positive feedback for her decision
of searching for a beta. She also emphasizes thehat her fic ships the pairing that

the forum concentrates on, making sure that otkeosv it is a fic that could be of
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interest.

Here SweetTangerine is asking another member taaceper current beta-reader.

(57)
Would you be willing to take over the betaship of Preggers!Ginny?

[Raspbee] is bowing out at the potential smut.

-SweetTangerine-

SweetTangerine explains that her intention to wsiteut, sexually explicit scenes, has
caused her current beta, Raspbee, to express sleeswio not beta the story. Here she
uses an expression “Preggers!Ginny”, which impliest the character is going to get
pregnant in the story. The special vocabulary useithe context is, not only a clever
way of shortening the description, but also a veagxclude people who are not familiar
with the terms. Clearly, a good-beta reader is liamwith not only the fanfiction terms,

but also the writing of fanfiction and the fandomgeneral.

The following conversation is a part of a geneiratdssion with a mention about beta-
reading. Tulips apology for the slow replies isp@sded by Raspbee’s reassurance, in

which she reveals revising a chapter from a stbheos.
(58)

Sorry for the slow response by the way, the forum is giving
delays again.

-Tulips-

No worries. I'm going over a chapter anyway.
-Raspbee-

Did you finish one?
-Tulips-

Nope, but I have been revising [fic name] with [name]'s help and
am currently going over the latest chapter to be re-uploaded.

-Raspbee-

Oh that is awesome. :)
-Tulips-
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Yes, it is. The fic really needed to have a good beta go over it. I
wrote that back when I didn't really understand SpaG, and as
much as you can fix things up yourself, I always find a second
pair of eyes does wonders.

-Raspbee-

I totally agree. I find I try my best with SPaG but I will always
miss something. A fresh set of eyes really works well.

-Tulips-

The participants discuss the importance of havibgta-reader. Raspbee is revising an
old story that presumably has multiple SpaG (spglland grammar) issues. She
indicates that it always helps to have help frolveta-reader. Tulips agrees by saying
that having someone else read one’s work ensuatghté mistakes are found. A beta-

reader can point out also other types of mistakes story, as well as give advice and
suggestions regarding, for example, the plot orctieracters, but checking the spelling
and grammar is in most cases a very importantftasketa-readers. It is very common

to see promotion of the use of beta-readers ofotien.

To be a beta-reader one must on this particularfisgt be a writer. The site implies that
to be able to help others with their stories, onestirst be able to write one’s own
stories. A somewhat similar mindset can be seea fmnum, as usually the most sought
after beta-readers are those with popular ficheif town. To be a good beta-reader, one
must be not only be able to correct possible gramamd spelling errors, but to give
suggestions regarding plot and characterizatiodsbanknowledgeable enough to point
out mistakes regarding the facts about wizardingdyapells, places, etc. Additionally,
it is recommended in many instances, such as griaegta challenge, for a writer to use
beta-reader. Also, by using a beta-reader, onenmies the chance of mistakes that
would perhaps make the reader decide to abanddictiWith beta-readers and writers
requesting for them, the identities of advice-seskand givers are quite clear. In
addition, beta-readers are often identified adfekiteaders, writers and possibly also
generally helpful and friendly good-doers. Howewveme should remember that also
beta-readers are likely to use other beta-readerhéir own story. In sum, it is a joint

effort to improve the quality of writing.
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4.4. |dentity as a member of the forum

In the following section, the identities the papants portray as members of the forum
are discussed. From taking part in the forum rdladéeplay, negotiating one’s role on a
forum, participating in the challenges providedtbg admins or other forum members,
or creating one, to introducing oneself to the foywr using one’s authority to effect

someone else’s behavior on the forum. All of thestgons require for the participant to
choose a role in which they post the chosen mes¥dlgether the role is that of a new,
unsure and polite or well-known, respected andaiitiiive, plays a significant part in

producing and receiving the message.

4.4.1. Being a part of the community and taking pdrin forum activities

In the first post PennyChoo created an image of Gbenmon room, depicting the
surroundings, for exampleDirectly in front of the chairs is a large staircase that
leads to a second floor, decorated with lounging chairs for relaxation.” It is
customary for the forum to have a new general disiom thread begun by presenting an
imagined space. Here BareNecessities expresseshhdikes the new Common room,

in this case the new thread for free conversation.

(59)
Oooh, love the new CR. Ve-ry nice. :)

Anyone home?

- BareNecessities

In the previous excerpt BareNecessities entera¢gieCommon room, that is, posts her
first post on the thread. In this type of post aae amount of roleplaying is not
uncommon. By posting the first replay of the threadthe first reply for the day, the
participants may portray themselves as physicaltgreng a space, which in this case is
the Common room. The Common room is a feature efHhrry Potter series, where

each of the four houses have a designated roorthéomembers of the said house to
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gather and to spend time. Gryffindor common roorhictv Harry and friends occupy
quite often, is portrayed as cozy and warm, a pegtace to spend time chatting with

friends or doing homework in.

Also GingerD participates in the roleplay when pasin the new thread. She goes on
by introducing an addition of her own, the entratecler throne, a new space that adds
to the initial description.

(60)

AH-HA! I have found the new Common Room!

Not far off is the entrance to [Ginger]'s throne, adorned with

questionable bones and tool box filled with even more

questionable tools.

Very nice. *plops*
- GingerD-

GingerD ends her post by complimenting the Comnaomy, and by engaging in the
roleplay by depicting herself plopping down on tieone, or possibly another seat. She
illustrates the action by simply writing the ventside asterisks, which indicates that

something is being done.

In the first post Peeves calls out for lurkers:
(61)

Come out, come out turkey lurkeys!

-Peeves-

Turkey lurkers? 0.0 I'mma turkey! *coughs* I mean..who you
calling a turkey lurker? O:

-SeventhHeaven-

You of course. As well as all of the other lurkeys.

-Peeves-

Pssh, I 'ain't no lurker. O:

-SeventhHeaven-
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I'm lurking.
-JungleKat-

Tssk tssk. You lurkers. o:

-SeventhHeaven-

Lurkers are participants, who read the posts, lauely or never post anything
themselves. Peeves is looking for people who amgehe posts, but not participating
in the conversation. The post gets a humorous msgpdrom another participant,
SeventhHeaven, who denies the accusation of belundker. By replying somehow, has
probably been what Peeves was aiming at, findinpesme to converse with. The
conversation repeats itself, after which Jungleteplies by simply admitting that she
has been lurking. This is followed by a reprimagdpost from SeventhHeaven, who
apparently does not condone lurking. The whole eosation has a humorous tone to it,
and in fact it seems a bit pointless. Nevertheldssauses participation, which was

probably Peeves’ primary goal.

In the next piece of conversation being on therfoand the importance of it is touched

on.
(62)

Hey [yumyum]! Nice to meet ya! I stopped in cause I've been
gone far too long. School and Soccer really kills my time.

-Froyo-

I understand about the time issue. School and dance are my
main priorities, but I do try to make time for my stress-relievers
(like the Forum!) every now and again.

-yumyum-

Both Froyo and yumyum suggest that while real Igemore important and time

consuming than the forum, it is important for themspend time there. Froyo says that
she has been away too long for her liking and tkathe reason she makes an
appearance on the thread and chats with yumyum, skieoapparently has not met

before. Yumyum agrees and names the Forum a stgksger, something she likes to
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do to unwind. For her the Forum and the activitied relationships that come with it

seems to be an important way to escape the realdyelax.

After a few days of silence single message is pdsyePeeves:
(68)

The poor forum is dying, resurrection! Resurrection!!!

-Peeves-

Here Peeves expresses their worry. It has beeni@ably quiet season on the forum,
the thread in question left without replies for slawhether the post is the reason the
participants continued posting, one cannot be suraay as well be the case that the
real lives of participants were busy at the timexisg as the time is around a bigger
holiday season, which in turn would likely effedtet time spent on Internet.
Nevertheless, it can be seen from the post thasltveing down has caused distress at
least with one participant, who in turn has expedsthe feeling, demanding that the
others reactivate as well. It may be that the post as a trigger or a reminder, as after
that other participants gradually begin postingiragh no posts are submitted to the
forum, in the long term it means that there will i@ community to take part in. A
participant’s identity as a member of the forum ldobecome obsolete and one would
no longer present oneself as a member or takerp#ite communal activities, or even
converse with the others. To make certain thatféhem stays functional, Peeves call
out, making it known that posts should be submittedl the continuity of the
conversation should be maintained in order to pretlee forum from dying, as Peeves

says.
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4.4.2. Role on the forum — newbies and older memiser

It is common for the new members to introduce thewes on multiple threads. Some
of the threads require a fixed way of posting, thet general discussion thread allows
the participants to post in the style of their ocstroice. That said, the style is quite often
a rather hesitant even, consisting of a greetingoduction, addressing the older
members, and not uncommonly also mitigation of, sith as portraying oneself as

incompetent, unfamiliar with writing, shy, youngeren stupid.

In the following excerpt, two newbies post an idimotory posts on the thread.
(69)
*Walks in.*
Hi, everyone.

How is everyone (Yup, I'm just that lame as I'm not even that
great at starting a conversation.)?

-whatsmynickagain-

Hello all, I just thought I would come one by and introduce
myself, I am [name] or [name], whichever you prefer.

-Emmagrin-

I smell a new batch of newbies...

-Raisins-

A strange mix of fear and cautiousness?

Hello [whatsmynickagain], pleased to meet you [Emmagrin].

-Jumblebee-

Here whatsmynickagain begins the post with an actigvalks in.*” and continues by
a greeting. She then continues with a brief andtgajuestion, again addressing
everyone. Then, after what would be a rather stahidé&roduction IRL (in real life), she
curiously continues by putting herself down, stgtthat she is not good at starting a
conversation. In an Internet setting, however, thge of mitigation is not uncommon
behavior. It seems that to ensure being not taleerude or as a threat in any way,

newbies often choose to present themselves as smdllinsignificant, instead of
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describing their good qualities, for example. Oftbis type of introduction is greeted

with a “Don’t worry, we're all nice here” —type afelcome.

The other newbie, Emmagrin, chooses a differentagmih and simply greets everyone
and introduces herself briefly. This is followed hypost from an older participant,
Raisins, who simply acknowledges the newcomers,addtessing them directly, nor
greeting them. However, Jumblebee, after commendmghe careful approach of the
newcomers “A strange mix of fear and cautiousnebsigfly greets them. In this

particular case the older members did not offeessive sympathy or warmth, instead
the newbies were offered a nonchalant comment af #xistence and a friendly but
short welcome. Afterwards older members join th@vewosation by welcoming the

newbies, complimenting on the choice of the usessmnntroducing themselves to
them and asking what they would like to be calledtbe forum. In this case the
immediate welcome was not very warm, but afterva p@sts more participants joined

the conversation and the newbies were welcomedaketéorum.

In the following series of posts, a newbie writespatentially offensive post.
Whatsmynickagain’s post is a commentary of the eosation she has observed on the
forum. It is often difficult for new participants feel included and participate in a group
that has become a tightly knit group who may beilfamwith the other members
outside of the forum as well, with its own style @dmmunicating including insider
jokes. Here whatsmynickagain has decided to comraerthe behavior of the older
participants. While she does imply that she doésmean to be rude, the message could

be interpreted as offensive.
(70)
Hello people.

Erm, the more I look around this forum, the stranger you all
seem. No offense, of course.

-whatsmynickagain-

Ah newbie, hello. Everyone has there quirks, but look past them
and you will see we are all pretty normal, well mainly. :P Anyway,
how are you?

-Smokeye-
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Ha [whatsmynickagain], I got called weirder than Lady Gaga so
being called strange ain't nothin' new.

-crememarmalade-

Oh, I'm sure that's it. I have my quirks as well. Let's just say
you've yet to see me on here while I'm drinking coffee.

-whatsmynickagain-

Ah, [whatsmynickagain], a lady very dear to me has the same
name. So [whatsmynickagain] tell me about yourself, see if we
can find a similar topic of interest to chat about.

-Smokeye-

This time, however, the replies whatsmynickagacenees are understanding, and the
participants do not take her post as negativet Binsokeye addresses her as a newbie,
acknowledging her unfamiliarity with the settingshe offers a piece of advice for
whatsmynickagain and jokingly defends the normailityhe participants’ characters. In
addition she asks how whatsmynickagain is doingnak that she would like to
continue conversing with her. Also crememarmalaejlies the post. Her reply is
humorous and while she does not seem offendedj@® not offer any clues whether
she wishes to continue the conversation. Whatsrkggan replies by suggesting that
she can be weird as well, ending the topic withumdrous tone. After that Smokeye
directs the conversation elsewhere, indicating gfa would like to get to know
whatsmynickagain. In this particular case, the piddly offensive post served as a

bridge to familiarize the newbie to the older papants.

In the following post ShineLikeDiamond addresseseBl a new member, who has
perhaps not understood the rules of a thread asiggh@ tag of her own, which deviates

from the norm.
(71)

Um, [Bleep]? In the Review Tag game, you've got to review a fic
of the person that last reviewed. *ahem-me-cough* Just sayin'.

-ShineLikeDiamonds-

ShineLikeDiamonds uses many textual cues that atelicer cautiousness in directing a
newbie, such as the initial “Um”, indicating hetiba. She also mitigates her message

by inserting the coughing within the asterisks, afwither communicates her
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nonchalance and caution with the concluding “Jagirg’. This all implies that Bleep’s
post is no problem for her, as such, but neversselafringes the rules of the said
thread, and it would perhaps be good for Bleepntmakthe correct way of participation

on the said thread.

Another set of advice is offered in the followingsps, where two admins address a
situation where several participants have been @asimg in foreign languages on the
thread. First Cloud Nine posts a friendly and rathgbtle suggestion as to switch to
English. She points out that the forum alreadyd#wread for other languages, and the

conversation should the taken there.
(72)

All right, girls. We have a language thread for a reason; let's
keep long conversations in English so people don't feel left out.

-CloudNine-

However, kangareena chooses another way of adagets participants. Her style is

strict and she does not apologize for possiblyrinpging any conversation.
(73)
WTF?
Out! All of you. Language Thread is where you all need to be.
[link]

Thank you.

-kangareena-

She simply expresses her outrage with a simplatataed acronym and continues by
giving directions and a link to the thread where tdonversation would be acceptable.
She concludes her post with a final “Thank you.hiela perhaps serves as a mark of
finality as well as courtesy. The difference betwdlee first post, where a participant
advices a newbie, and the other two, where two asladvice other forum participants
is visible. While ShineLikeDiamonds is cautious alightly hesitant in correcting the

behavior, CloudNine and kangareena do not needdjeqt caution, as they direct the

wrong-doers elsewhere. The difference in statustiser clear here. The admins are
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allowed to be strict and give direct advice andeosdwhile a member without status-
symbols to their name indicating authority choosede careful with the wording,
protecting the feelings of the other.

The participants of the forum communicate accordmgertain roles they have either
given themselves or roles that they have acquiyedeing a member for a long time or
simply by being known as a founding member of threi. A role of a newbie is a role
almost every participant has to take on initiallfae cautious and friendly approach
makes the older member aware of the newbie’s pceseand gradually the newbie
becomes familiar with the other participants anlikesly to portray their character more
freely. The older members, especially the founamegnbers and admins also have their
specific roles, which can include monitoring thdiaty on the forum and in some
situations correcting others’ behavior. In addifittme older members are usually those
who create challenges and new threads for examplgye permission for others to do
so. If a newbie were to behave like an older mepibe@r creating new threads without
permission, or act against the forum’s rules anaveations, the admins would most

likely intervene.
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4.4.3. Prompts and challenges

Prompts and challenges are something that can k&egon the forum by the
participants themselves. Challenges serve as sowfcmspiration for others to write
fics. The completed fics are then posted as an enswthe challenges. Prompt is
understood as a setting for a story. It can comdiattime or place where the story is to
take place, the genre, possible pairing, and usaddb a rating. (Rating is the indicator
of what the story can consist of in terms of largguand themes, pointing the target
audience or a suitable age limit.) As a bonus,cnpt can also include a quote to be
used, or a special item, character or scene, fample. A challenge can typically

present a series of prompts one can choose oratioijpate with.

In the following excerpt Jumblebee muses on makingw Tag.
(63)
Hm.

I really want to do a Challenge Tag.

-Jumblebee-

By Challenge Tag Jumblebee probably means a nesadhthat would inspire the
participants to write new pieces of fanfiction. &bereplies to Jumblebee’s post by

confirming if she understood her correctly.
(64)

Like make up one?
-Bleep-

Jumblebee replies with a quick “Yep.” and thenemftot getting any opinions from the

other participants, writes another post:
(65)

What the hell. I'm bored and I've only started two threads, this
can be my third.

Third time is the charm after all.

-Jumblebee-
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In exerpt (65) Jumblebee justifies her decisionniake the new thread. She has
previously started two threads, which means thatisiiact knows how to start one, and
perhaps also that she is entitled to, as she haexierce, which suggests that she is an

official member of the forum.

In the following post crememarmalade announcesshathas posted her first challenge
on the forum. While she is happy with herself, ale® brings out that she is probably
entirely sure if it is a good one.

(66)

I posted a challenge for the first time...! Go meee. Hope it don't

suck ass.

-crememarmalade-
With the post crememarmalade invites other paditip to go and see her challenge,
perhaps also take part in it. Seeing that thigrsfinst challenge, the post announcing it
is rather typical: not too bold, suitably enthus@swhile at the same time revealing that
she is not entirely certain whether the challersggood or not. The “Hope it don’t suck
ass.” comment is a rather common set of makingethesem inexperienced and yet
eager to learn and a worthy participant. One csulggest that this type of behavior is
very likely to see this type of behavior on manyetnet communities, as the self-

mitigation seems to be an unwritten part of thenfemy cases) unwritten netiquette.

In the following post yumyum expresses her distiaspossibly missing the deadline

for getting a prompt for a writing challenge.

(67)
I'm about to hyperventilate: did I miss the prompt picking

deadline?!
-yumyum-

Send it NOW, [yumyum]. The prompts won't be handed out until
Monday.

Edit: And make sure you send it to the Forum's email account.

-Raspbee-
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In the reply Raspbee addresses her and suggesshthaends it directly to the forum’s
admins immediately. This short conversation cossft a question from a forum
member and answer with clear instructions fromdmia. Raspbee has also later edited

her reply, adding instructions where yumyum sh@@dd the message.

Starting a thread and posting a challenge arerectioat normally require an approval
from an admin. To be able to do these actions witlam approval, usually means that
the participant is either breaking the conventiofghe forum, or has a status of a
recognized member and is able to act accordingby.adhieve the status requires
participating. To be a known member simply mearet the other participants are
familiar with the participant and the reputation tbe participant is good. In other
words, there is a rather clear difference withitietity of a participant and the identity

of a member.
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5. Discussion

The aim of the present study was to learn whatioidtopics were discussed on the
forum, and how the topics reveal how the participaonstruct their identities as fans,
writers and readers of fanfiction, as well as memmloé the forum. The methods used in
researching the data were virtual ethnography coetbiwith qualitative content
analysis. In an ethnographic research the resasgsdven experiences and views on the
topic and the data effect the outcome of the stgdsatly. If another researcher
conducted the same study on the same data, thedsmdould differ from those of the
present study. What | have seen as significant iatefesting, may from another
researcher’s opinion be unimportant in relatiotheresearch questions, and vice versa.
There is also a possibility that | have missed sbmg important, a piece of
conversation that would have opened a whole neve tigp discussion, but that, too,
considering that piece irrelevant, was at the tirsteidied the data a subjective opinion.
However, | would argue that my own experience ef fdn experience and the writing
and reading of the fanfiction helped in the setathf the data and understanding of the
topics discussed, as the vocabulary and the topigeneral were already familiar to
me. In analyzing my findings | used the qualitatbestent analysis, which helped me to
group and describe my findings. Here too, the suivge view of the study was visible,
as | make many deductions based on my own experiaaca fan and a reader and
writer of fanfiction, as well as based on the cahtef the conversation. For a fan
studying fans ethnology and content analysis gmedgtools for finding out what has
been said and grouping the findings, but for stoagyhe topics further one would have

to also have for example interviewing as a method.

If I were to do a similar study in the future, |1 wd have to create a more efficient way
of acquiring and organizing my data. The color agdand copy-pasting the examples
in two doc. files proved to be a rather difficuliaice, as the amount of examples was
large, the color coding | chose in the beginningvpd to be uninformative in some

cases, and finally, | simply forgot many points arseéful examples, and had to go over
the files multiple times. In addition to that, asiéntioned earlier, | am quite sure | have
missed some posts that could have presented wesedaiples for the present study. To
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prevent this type of unsuccessful gathering andarefiing the data, one would perhaps
have to create a better way to acquire and stareddta, and also simply have a
significant amount of time to study it.

The research questions of the present study focusélde topics that were found on the
posts that the participants made on the forum. Fdméicipants are all interested and
involved in fanfiction writing and/or reading ins@ way. The conversations that are
had on the threads often include the topics ofimgior reading, posing the joys and
problems relating to them, identifying oneself ado others with aspects from the
fandom as well as a participant’s identity as a fenof the forum. When an issue is
discussed, the poster writes her/his reply fromeam point of view that reveals an
identity by making comparisons, presenting hiskléras a writer or reader, or by
referring to insider knowledge, for example. Thesteo can have a reader and writer
identity, but also beyond that, identities of nee#hiadvice-givers and advice-seekers,
for example, can be detected from the posts. Mbstllp the participants share the
identity of being a fan and being a participanthed forum. They share the community
in which they converse. The community consistseadggde with similar interests, in this
case namely fanfiction pairing the couple the foriawors. Other types of fanfiction
and literature are also discussed frequently, db agetopics that have nothing to do
with fanfiction, or even Harry Potter, but neveldss, fanfiction with this particular
pairing is probably the unifying reason the papiits have come there. However,
maintaining the relationships with other membergeashaps the biggest reason that
keeps them there.

The two threads examined in the present study rdiffesomewhat in the topics
discussed on them, although they were part of #imeesgroup of threads, containing
general discussion. Whereas the one that dateeais Y¥010-2011 had more discussion
on the characters in the series, for example,ebersl thread consisted more of talk not
related to the topic of Harry Potter or fanfictiéddthough there seems to be a decline in
interest in writing and reading fanfiction, in macgses the participants continue to take
part in the forum activity. The majority of the a@rsation concerns the private lives of
the participants and general discussion of topigside of the Harry Potter fandom.

However, instances of fan-related talk are stilbible on the threads examined.
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Considering the second, later, thread one couldjesigthat perhaps the participants
were at that point more familiar with each otherd gersonal relations surpassed the
fannish activity on the discussions. It is alsogtlole that by that point of time, the more
fanfiction related talk was taking place at a ddéf@ thread, outside the scope of the
present study. However, the issue of writing faidit was present on both threads. In
the present study, it became rather clear that,hnlike Leppanen (2008, 2009) and
Pullen (2000) suggested, the forum functions asnancunity where people with similar
interests come together. The community is likelpécalso the main reason why most of
the participants continue participating, the fatidic being a less important factor,

despite it probably being the initial reason fanijng the community.

As writing fanfiction was discussed, the most comntopic was the problems the
participants faced during their creative proces®¥éisen the participants presented the
problems on the forum, a typical reaction from ocgheas to offer help or condolences
or simply to agree and present similar problemghefr own. Lack of motivation and
inspiration were commonly discussed, and it wasemocommon to present one’s
problems as a topic of discussion, complaining alaoussue one was faces with at the
moment, rather than directly asking for help in siagd problem. A possible conclusion
could be that for many participant the forum fuans as an important support system, a
place to share. Whether the matter one sharespioldem, a story of success, an
opinion, a tip or a word of advice, the forum iplace suitable for doing so. It is a safe
place for sharing, as the other participants &edylito understand the problem, identify
with the issue and maybe also help with it, asywe is involved in the same hobby.
Additionally, because of the same affinity, sharihg successes is also easy and natural
on the forum: successful writing is worth shariag,the other participants are a likely to
be a target group as well as supporters and feNavers, who understand the process.
One could even compare the forum to an Alcoholioe®ymous meeting. Being on the
forum is initially anonymous and the participants ander their chosen nicknames, as
they come together to share their problems andesses as writers, and receive support
and are presented with others’ similar experienbesum, the participants share the
identity as a writer, which brings them togetheeating a community of fanfiction

writers.
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Another type of identity that the participants midstly commonly share, is the identity
as a reader of fanfiction. Reading fanfiction wasugprisingly rare topic on the threads
examined. When the topic was discussed, it oftiate® to either reading fics by other
forum members or not reading fanfiction, and in earases also the repercussions of it.
Admittedly there are other threads where one caomenend a good story, advertise
one’s own story and a game of tag type thread wpemple read and review other
participants’ stories. In addition to that, shattah’'t wait to read it!” type of comments
were usual, especially when supporting anothelgyaaint’s writing process. However,
one discussion that differed from these topics ass found on the thread, a discussion
where a presumably bad piece of fanfiction was dgindbwp. While it was unusual to see
posts that would present any piece of fanfictionaircritical light, this particular
conversation revealed many negative opinions atfmufic in question. It seems that
critical reading of fanfiction is in some cases ortant. However, in the end, not
reading enough fanfiction as well as reading otpeaticipants’ fics were the typical
topics when discussing reading of fanfiction. Basadhe posts, it seems that there is
an idea of an ideal fanfiction reader, one thatlseand reviews well and often, one that
the participants would perhaps like to identifyrttselves as, but for different reasons
do not. These reasons can include time manageftifersituation, or simply the will to
read, or the lack of it. What comes across frompibgts, is the shared identity of D/G
readers. Whether the participants portray an itleofia so-called good or bad reader,

they are nevertheless all readers of the samedtyfamfiction.

The fan identity was present in many topics seethéndiscussions. One of the most
visible type of presenting one’s identity as a famas the engaging in Harry Potter
related humor and insider jokes. These jokes ptedeas an effective way of creating
an in-group of fans. Being able to tell and underdtthe jokes one has to be familiar
with the Harry Potter universe and terminology, Wigole joke may rely on a single

word. If one does not know what an Animagus is,jtke is not understood. Another
clear instance of expressing fan identity is thieatie on which house one is most likely
to belong to. The houses in the original seriesdafeed by certain, often mentioned
characteristics which makes it rather easy to iflewith a house. However, the

characteristics and house traits are often disdussl great depth and detail, often at

the same time revealing one’s own traits at theesame. What further gives the topic
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importance, is the sorting that is done by onéhefforum members — after familiarizing
herself with the others, this member sorts othets those houses she sees fit. Even if
the houses do not play a role in the actual agtitthe status of individual participants
on the forum, they are a certain type of symbadds #eem to be considered relevant and
important. The other ways fan identity was presgémtere identifying with a character,
presenting one’s real life in relation to fanfietidor example how other activities were
too time consuming and not enough time was leftvioting or reading fanfiction,
favorite characters and sexual fantasies relatnchtaracters were discussed, one case
of fan expertise was found and fans as critics asg a topic found on the threads. In
addition to that, identifying as a Draco-lover veagather common phenomenon on the
forum. Since the forum favors the character of Drat seems that implying one’s
affections towards the character was a way of sgahe love and the identity as a fan
of Draco. Discussions as to why the participarite IDraco appeared a few times,

creating an opportunity to compare ideas the ppaits have about the character.

Identity as a member of a forum, such as presemtimggelf as a member with certain
duties or rights, or discussing forum related issuée writing challenges and new
threads was a slightly less visibly communicateghtiwvhat | initially expected. Apart
from the numerous newbie introductions, cases ofrggng a member identity were
rather scarce. Some cases of clear authority froen admins were visible when
instructing wrong-doers. Also one case was founeéreranother member discreetly
instructs a newbie. In some cases, roleplay wag unsthe conversations. Whether the
purpose of the roleplay was to project oneself inedain light, to give the post a
different tone, or to simply engage more, was rnoags clear, as it probably served
many purposes, portraying both member and fan iigebut it seems that roleplaying
IS a common way to give the post more of an impetias also likely that posts that
included roleplay, were replied with a similar typfeutilization of roles, emoticons and
action-implying words. Moreover, what was seen be forum quite often, were
references to prompts and challenges the membensl aveate and take part in.
Although the challenges were often discussed frioenpoint of view of writing a fic,
some practicalities were brought up as well, sixlha deadline for picking a prompt
for oneself. In addition to discussing the challemngnd prompts, there were other types

of instances where being a member was signaleti, @sicoleplaying when entering a
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new thread. Also the participants’ roles as posteas addressed in one conversation,
where lurkers were discussed. Furthermore, tharfsruole on the lives of participants

was touched on briefly, when a participant mentibas an important stress-reliever.

One of the most serious topics in the examplesepted the topic of quitting fanfiction.
The questions of when it is time to stop writingffation, when it is ok to stop writing,
and how to do it, were raised. In one of the pdRtsspbee says: “Getting lost in the
fandom is fun, but there's a time when you havstéot creating your own worlds.”
There is a moment for many fanfiction writers, whiee identities of a fanfiction writer
collides with the identity of a writer of originatories. For many it eventually becomes
a matter of choice, which one is more importantwhich one provides with more
challenge and satisfaction. Nevertheless, evemagjiestion of stopping writing and
reading of fanfiction is raised, it seems that geeticipants are still determined to
continue their participation on the forum. It i€ tbommunity, the bonds the people have
created, that keep the members active. The idestdf fanfiction writer and readers

have made room for identities as friends.

Although the media and time has changed from teevpoint of Jenkins (1992b: 161),
as he illustrates the story writing processes fanzines, the processes can be quite
similar in the present day. The conversations an ttireads revealed that it is not
uncommon to ask for advice and directions for ofie’On the forum as well, the ideas
are “workshopped” (Jenkins 1992b: 161). The writemd readers who take part in the
workshopping process are fans and members of tiienfovho have created a certain
fandom-related identity for themselves. Some membes known for their good grasp
of grammar or way of giving feedback, and thus theyapproached often on the forum
with advice-seeking in mind. However, beyond thetewr reader and advice-giver’s
identities that are recognizable, the identities thndom helps to project are found.
Devereux (2009: 112) suggests that fandom is a wlyorming identities and
Grossberg (1992: 59) points to the possibility fans to cite the fandom when
portraying oneself. On the basis of the presertystune could agree with this. When a
participant, for example, creates a parallel betweerself and a well-known character
from the fandom, it is somewhat easier for the wsthie make deductions as to what the

life of that participant is like. The fandom in nyacases works as the lingua franca of

92



the conversations. It is shared information byttadl participants, something that is easy

to refer to in absence of other mutual experiences.

Being a fan is a universal phenomenon. Pullen (268D suggests that fans are not, as
one might call, nerds or geeks, but “savvy conssimeho use the fandom of their
choice to their own needs. These consumers oftere ¢ogether to share their opinions,
experiences and enthusiasm towards the objeceafdffection. One can be a part of a
Harry Potter centered fanfiction forum, but one gast as well participate on a
motorsport appreciation forum. It is, however, @ble that regardless of what the
object of enthusiasm is, one builds one’s idengitynehow around the phenomenon.
This could be a mention of the kind of motorcyclemwns, or the type of fanfiction
one most rather engages in. Being a fan is an itapbtopic because it affects our
identity, it has an impact on what we do or sagt&s simple a question as “Cats or
dogs?” can be a significant marker of identity #melanswer can tell others a great deal
about the person. Since Internet is a place whdgstities can be manifested rather
freely, it could prove to be important to study qda such as Internet forums and
popular Internet communities, such as Reddit oruim@o study these sites would not
only benefit the study of identities, but also ujgdidne knowledge of Internet behavior,

what can be said, where and how, and for examgliat 8 considered funny and why.

Participating in an Internet forum makes it possifar people from different regions to
come together, people who would probably otherwiseer get acquainted or meet.
Perhaps in this case they still do not ever madttrough the forum become Internet
friends. Perhaps they know what the other persoksltike, perhaps they are friends on
Facebook, perhaps they communicate by phone or 8k§ype, or perhaps they are
content with communicating just through the forulm interesting topic for further
study would be to see how the forum activity shamwshe participants’ lives outside
Internet. Questions such as have they met the qihdicipants, do they in fact
communicate outside the forum, and how does befag affect their friendship, would
present an interesting view on the social aspecintdrnet fandom. Another very
different topic of further study would be to intesw the participants and get a more in
depth view of the role that being a fan and farditthave in their lives. Looking at a

thread on a discussion forum without participatorgeself does leave the researcher
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without a large part of the information that goesdh in hand with the conversation

taking place.
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6. Conclusion

In the present study it is clear that as Hirsj@amnwi Kovala (2007: 249) suggest, being a
fan is both personal and social. Being a part efdbmmunity seems to be an essential
part of these participants’ fannish activity. Toterrand read Harry Potter fanfiction one
has to have a personal interest in the fandomidueep participating on a forum is
probably because of the social aspect: similar-ednpleople, interesting conversation,
sharing thoughts and opinions, the sense of batgngiven friendship. Perhaps what is
more important than the original shared interdst, fandom, is the community that

comes with it.

Being a fan, as well as being a writer or readerfasffiction, is a multifaceted
phenomenon. Being a fan does not necessarily extitgicting fandom-related objects,
going to meetings with other fans, hanging postersvalls or publicly admitting liking
the object one is a fan of. However, often fangldouss and search more information
about their fandom with other likeminded peopled dhe Internet provides an easy
medium for this. | would argue that being a membien fanfiction forum does not
necessarily mean that the participant is an extyeesrhusiastic fan of the media text.
In this case, being a member of a Harry Potter ddseafiction forum does not
necessarily mean that the participant is a faratieven a very dedicated fan of Harry
Potter. Participating in a fanfiction forum entaiisembership, relationship with the
other participants, participation in the production appreciation of fanfiction, and
usually also appreciation of the source text, ia tiase Harry Potter. To be able to write
believable HP-fanfiction, one probably has to havegrasp of the original plot and
characters, and reading a HP-fanfiction is usuatlyduced by initial interest that the
original books or movies has brought about. Howemee does not have to be an expert
of Harry Potter to be able to write HP-fanfictigust as one does not have to be one in

order to enjoy reading it.

In the examples researched in the present studhntiitbs that the participants
constructed in their posts, often had relevandédracy: writing or reading fanfiction.
When inspecting the reader and writer identitiesthe posts, it seems that when
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discussing the production and consumption of faioficitself, the participants could be
considered more as fans of fanfiction and writémaofiction, than fans of Harry Potter.
That being said, fanfiction can always be viewedhasay of strengthening both the
writer’s and reader’s identity as a fan. Even omehe questions newbies have to
answer when introducing themselves to the foruCanon or fanon?”: which do you
prefer, the original Harry Potter texts or the fetidn universe. Both answers are just as
right, it is merely a question of preference, dmel fans themselves are highly aware of

the dichotomy of fandom in the world of fanfiction.

Portraying identities is often done unconsciously, the language itself is used to
convey a message. The posts do not always portcaytain identity and in most cases
the participants simply join the conversation with intention to portray themselves in
any specific way; they simply wish to weigh in as@hverse with the others. However,
in some cases, the participants’ identities ar&r@ged in the messages, as they present
themselves in relation to the topic under discussBy saying something, the language
user positions him/herself in a certain way. Thadaliscussed provides an opportunity

to come forward while portraying oneself or othiara certain light.

Studying identities is challenging, as portrayifigdentity is often unintentional and the
possibilities of interpretation are multiple. Hoveeyvin the present study, the topics
discussed and the identities portrayed go hanauml hwhich makes combining the two
a reasonable approach to the subject. Additionatly, own identity as a fanfiction
writer and reader made the research project diffiatitimes, as | frequently found
myself browsing the fanfiction archives. The distass on the forum often encouraged
my inner fanfiction fan and considering the virtedhnography as a research method,
my partial insider knowledge was a hindrance ad agla strength. While the present
study has shed some light to the issue of ideptitghe Internet, in this case from the
viewpoint of a fan community, more research cowdcbnducted on both fan identities

as well as Internet communities.
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